New Mexico Historical Review
Volume 66

Number 2

Article 1

4-1-1991

Full Issue
New Mexico Historical Review

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr

Recommended Citation
New Mexico Historical Review. "Full Issue." New Mexico Historical Review 66, 2 (1991).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/nmhr/vol66/iss2/1

This Full Issue is brought to you for free and open access by UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in New Mexico Historical Review by an authorized editor of UNM Digital Repository. For more information,
please contact disc@unm.edu.

VOLUME 66

APRIL 1991

NUMBER 2

Staff
Editor: Paul Andrew Hutton
Associate Editor: Jolane Culhane
Acting Editor: Richard W. Etulain
Office Manager: Nancy M. Brown
Editorial Assistant: Shanda Coe Meacham
Editorial Assistant: Scott D. Hughes

Editorial Board
Charles Bennett, Jr.
Thomas E. Chavez
Arnaldo De Leon
William H. Goetzmann
Robert Himmerich
y Valencia
Albert L. Hurtado

Myra Ellen Jenkins
Oakah L. Jones, Jr.
John L. Kessell
Janet Lecompte
Richard Lowitt
Darlis Miller
N. Scott Momaday

B. Byron Price
Martin Ridge
Marc Simmons
Robert M. Utley
David J. Weber
Michael Welsh
Robert R. White

Cover: Jene's Teepee Store on Route 66. Photo courtesy of the Lucas Collection, Photo
archives, Zimmerman Library, University of New Mexico.
The New Mexico Historical Review is owned and published quarterly by the University
of New Mexico. Copyright 1991 by the Regents of the University of New Mexico. The
New Mexico Historical Review disclaims responsibility for views expressed by contributors.
Subscriptions: $18 per year for individuals; $20 for institutions; $50 for sponsors; $100
for patrons. Individual copies are $5. Subscriptions and other business communications
should be addressed to the Subscription Manager, New Mexico Historical Review, Mesa
Vista lOB, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87131-1186. Telephone
(505) 277-5839.
Manuscripts in two copies and editorial correspondence should be addressed to the
Editor, New Mexico Historical Review, Mesa Vista 1013, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87131-1186. A postpaid return envelope should accompany
manuscripts.
Entered as second-class postage paid at Albuquerque, New Mexico 87131-1186. Publication number 381340 before composed. Composed, printed, and bound in the U.S.A.
at the University of New Mexico Printing Plant. ISSN: 0028-6206, USPS 381-340.

VOLUME 66

APRIL 1991

NUMBER 2

CONTENTS
"The Matter Was Never Resolved": The Casta System in
Colonial New Mexico, 1693-1823 .
ADRIAN BUSTAMANTE
"The Last Button on Gabe~.s Coat".: Jiqt Bridger in the
Southwest, 1834-1848"
.. ' .
TIM WEHRKAMP
I

,.

L. Bradford Price: The Education of a Gilded Age Politician

MARlA E. MONTOYA
A New Deal for Tourists: Route ,66 and the Promotion of
New Mexico
, WILLIAM E. TYDEMAN
New Directions in American Indian Education History:
A Review Essay
BOBBY WRIGHT
Folklore and the Historian: A Review Essay
JANET LECOMPTE
Book Reviews
Book Notes

News Noles

143

Book Reviews
Clarke, A. B., ed. by Anne M. Perry, Travels in Mexico and
California, by Francis C. Kajencki

235

McNeill, J. c., The McNeil/s' SR Ranch: 100 Years in Blanco Canyon,
by John O. Baxter

236

Dunn, Oliver and James E. Kelley, Jr., The Diario of Christopher
Columbus's First Voyage to America 1492-1493, by Rick
Hendricks

237

Rothman, Hal, Preserving Different Pasts: The American National
Monuments, by Douglas H. Strong

238

Emmons, David M., The Butte Irish: Class and Ethnicity in an
American Mining Town, 1875-1925, by James Whiteside

239

Adair, John, Kurt W. Deuschle, and Clifford R Barnett, The
People's Health: Medicine and Anthropology in a Navajo
Community, by Sandra K. Schackel

240

Luckingham, Bradford, Phoenix: The History of a Southwestern
Metropolis, by Robert G. Barrows

241

Warren, Scott S. and Beth Lamberson Warren, Victorian Bonanza:
Victoriim Architecture of the Rocky Mountain West, by Susan
&~

ill

Murie, James R, ed. by Douglas R Parks, Ceremonies of the
Pawnee, by Richmond L. Clow

243

Lummis, Charles, ed. by James w. Byrkit, Letters from the
Southwest, September 20, 1884, to March 14, 1885, 1?y Peter J.
Blodgett

243

Brant, Irving, Adventures in Conservation With Franklin D. Roosevelt,
by Hal Rothman

245

Carter, Thomas and Peter Goss, Utah's Historic Architecture 18471940: A Guide, by Carol A. O'Connor

245

Wood, Peter H., Gregory A. Waselkov, and M. Thomas Hatley,
eds., Powhatan's Mantle: Indians in the Colonial Southeast, by
Colin G. Calloway

246

Almaraz, Felix D., Jr., The San Antonio Missions and Their System of
Land Tenure, by Patrick Foley

247

Beck, Warren A. and Ynez D. Haase, Historical Atlas of the
American West, by Don Bufkin

248

Simonson, Harold P., Beyond the Frontier: Writers, Western
Regionalism and a Sense of Place, by Andrew Gulliford

249

Lincoln, John, Rich. Grass and Sweet Water: Ranch Life with the Koch
Matador Cattle Company, by Harwood P. Hinton

250

"The Matter Was Never Resolved":
The Casta System in Colonial
New Mexico, 1693-1823
ADRIAN BUSTAMANTE

Several descriptive and demographic studies have been published on
the Spanish colonial casta system,l although an analysis of how the
Adrian Bustamante is Division Head of Arts and Sciences at Santa Fe Community
College and has done extensive research on colonial New Mexico.
1.' "Casta" will be used in this essay instead of the term "caste." Casta was utilized
by the Spanish from the sixteenth century through the early part of the nineteenth
century as a term denoting ethnic categorization, while the term caste connotes more
of a categorization of class as when used to describe the traditional social system of
India. For descriptive studies of the Casta system,see Nicolas Leon, Las Castas del Mexico
Colonial a Nueva Espana (Mexico: Talleres Graficos del Museo Nacional de Arqueologia,
Historia, y Etnografia, 1924). This is an early work, but most of the information is still
current. L. N. McAlister, "Social Structure and Social Change in New Spain," Hispanic
American Historical Revi= 43 (August 1%3), 349-70. Peggy K. Liss, Mexico Under Spain,
1521,-1556: Society and the Origins of Nationality (Chicago: University of Chicago Press,
1975). Magnus Morner, ed., Race and Class in Latin America (New York: Columbia University Press, 1970), and Morner, Race Mixture in the History of Latin America (Boston:
Little, Brown and Co., 1967). For demographic studies of colonial New Mexico, see Janie
Louise Aragon, "The People of Santa Fe in the 1790s," Azl/an 7 (Fall 1976), 391-417;
Antonio Jose Rios-Bustamante, "New Mexico in the Eighteenth Century: Life, Labor and
Trade in the Villa de San Felipe de Albuquerque, 1706-1790," Azl/an 7 (Fall 1976), 35790; Alicia V. Tjarks, "Demographic, Ethnic, and Occupational Structure of New Mexico,
1790: The Census Report of 1790," The Americas: The Academy ofAmerican Franciscan History
35 (July 1978), 45-88; Oakah Jones, Jr., Los Paisanos: Spanish Settlers of the Northern Frontier
of N= Spain (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1979).
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Table 1
Ethnic Mixture of Castas
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

Espanol x India = Mestizo (NM)
Espanol x Mestiza = Castiza (NM)
Espanol x Castiza = Torna a Espanol
Espanol x Negra = Mulato (NM)
Espanol x Mulato = Morisco
Morisco x Espanol = Albino
Albino x Espanol = Tornatras
Mulato x India = Calpamulato
Negro x India = Lobo (NM)
Lobo x India = Cambija
Calpamulato x India = Jivaro
Indio x Cambija = Sambahiga
Mulato x Mestiza = Cuarteron
Cuarteron x Mestiza = Coyote [According to census reports, in New
Mexico the term coyote included the mixture of Mestizo x Indio and that
of Spanish x Indian.]
Coyote x Morisca = Albarazado
Albarazado x Saltatras = Tente en el Aire
Mestizo x India = Cholo
India x Mulato = Chino (NM)
Espanola x China = Cuarteron de China
Negro x India = Sambo de Indio
Negro x Mulato = Zambio
Genizaro - Cambujo x China = Genizaro en Mexico [In New Mexico, the
term genizaro had a somewhat different meaning.]

Composite list from Nicolas Leon, Las Casias del Mexico Colonial 0 Nueva Espana (Mexico:
TalleresGraficos del Museo Nacional de Arqueologia, Historia, y Etnograffa, 1924).

system functioned in a frontier province like New Mexico has not been
done. To fill that gap, this essay examines the implementation in New
Mexico of the legal plan to keep elements of a polyethnic society clearly
identified and stratified so that the mixed progeny of Spaniards, Indians, and blacks could be kept in socially subordinate positions.
That this boundary-maintaining mechanism did not work as the
Spanish civil and ecclesiastical authorities intended is not surprising
because colonial society possessed a mitigating element, acculturation,
that worked against the system's efficiency. Spain required every individual in the society to acculturate, i.e., speak the Spanish language,
obey the same laws, adhere to Catholic beliefs, fight the same enemies,
and exhibit other culturally standardizing behavior. As a consequence
the real or ascribed cultural characteristics of each group (casta) were
not sufficiently stable to persist in the close inter-ethnic contact that
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occurred on the frontier. As in other areas of New Spain, ethnic boundaries in New Mexico became blurred, causing the system to become
muddled and largely ineffective. In fact, as will be see-n, ecclesiastics
and 9ther officials had trouble in using the casta-categorizing nomenclature that gradually evolved. A second goal of this study is to supply
a glimpse of the polyethnic origins of the group today known as the
Hispanos of New Mexico.
For the purposes of this study, examination of the casta system
and the concomitant development of the Hispanos as an ethnic group
in northern New Mexico has to begin in the post-1693 colonial period.
Although Juan de Onate and his colonists had settled New Mexico in
1598, the Native American revolt of 1680 caused the colonists to flee
to the area of EI Paso del Norte, near present Cuidad Juarez. For these
first eighty-two years of colonization, no extant census furnishes an
ethnic breakdown of. the New Mexico population,. even though Fray
Alonso Benavides, in his optimistic report of 1630, described the population of New Mexico as made up of Spaniards, mestizos, and Indians
and suppiied population figures for some ethnic groups.2ln addition,
France V. Scholes, the authority on seventeenth-century New Mexico,
notes evidence that eighty-to-ninety percent of the early colonial population was native born and that the castas practiced exogamy (Le.,
marrying outside one's group) during this period. 3 Scholes adds that
"it is impossible to estimate the proportion of Spaniards, creoles and
castes, during this period."4 Documents mention individuals as being
mestizo or mulato, but because of insufficient demographic statistics, it
is difficult to speak precisely about the colonial society's ethnic makeup.
Such statistical information disappeared during the 1680 revolt when
the Pueblos and Apaches destroyed all of the Spanish documents left
in New Mexico, severely limiting knowledge of the 1598 to 1692 period.
When Diego de Vargas reconquered the area in 1693, a new historical era began for New Mexico's Hispano population. Only a few
of the families living in New Mexico during pre-revolt days returned.
Others, probably disheartened by the harshness of frontier life or by
the memories of the massacre of their loved on~s, chose not to return.
As Fray Angelico Chavez has noted, the return of New Mexico to
2. Alonso de Benavides, Benavides' Memorial of 1630, trans., Peter P. Forrestal, ed.
Cyprian J. Lynch (Washington, D.C.: Academy of American Franciscan History, 1954),
24.
.
3. France V. Scholes, "Civil Government and Society in New Mexico in the Seventeenth Century," New Mexico Historical Review 10 (April 1935), 97.
4. Ibid.
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Spanish control after 1693 u was really a new and distinct colonization
of New Mexico. us
Of the 187 new colonists in 1693, 45 were swarthy or of swarthy
color, i.e., trigiieno or color trigiieno;6 thus 24 percent were either castas
or perhaps dark-skinned Spaniards. Looking at this group by families,
27 of the 67 families, or 40 percent, may have been castas. 7
The 1695 muster roll, resulting from de Vargas' sending Juan Paez
Hurtado to Mexico to recruit additional settlers for the colony, is even
more helpful in determining the ethnicity of other new arrivals. The
muster roll reveals that of the 141 persons who signed up 30 percent
were classified espafiol, 39 percent were mestizo, 11 percent were coyote,
11 percent were mulato, 2 percent were lobos, and 1.5 percent were
castizo. Of the twenty-four married couples, ten were exogamous unions
between castas, including four espaftoles who married outside of group.s
At this very early date, then, the casta system was firmly reestablished
in New Mexico.
Church records, baptismal, marriage, and burial registers for the
first half of the eighteenth century, also reveal that the friars made no
great effort to record the specific casta to which an individual belonged.
For example, the church baptismal files for Nambe pueblo (one of the
earliest existing records) from 1707 to 1727 give only the tribe or pueblo
residency of the indio baptisms, e.g., del pueblo de Pojoaque; de la naci6n
Panana; or de la naci6n Apache. For the colonizers the term espanol
appears, but no other classification is given. 9 The same holds true for
the baptismal records of Pecos between 1725 and 1744. 10 Marriage records for Santa Fe beginning in 1728 also reveal a lack of consistent
classification for the castas. The Indians of the various pueblos and
those belonging to the surrounding plains tribes are identified, but
5. Angelico Chavez, Origins of New Mexico Families in the Spanish Colonial Period in
Two Parts: The Seventeenth (1598-1693) and the Eighteenth (1693-1821) Centuries (Santa Fe:
Historical Society of New Mexico, 1954), x-xi.
6. Ralph Emerson Twitchell, The Spanish Archives of New Mexico (2 vols., Glendale,
California; Arthur H. Clark Co., 1914), 92-105.
7. Microfilm roll 2, Document No. 54-C, Spanish Archives of New Mexico, State
Records Center and Archives, Santa Fe (hereafter SANM). For a discussion of this list,
see: Brian Alexander Young, "The History of the Black in New Mexico From the Sixteenth
Century Through the Nineteenth Century" (master's thesis, University of New Mexico,
1967).
8. Clevy Floyd Strout, "The Resettlement of Santa Fe, 1695; The Newly Found
Muster Rol1," New Mexico Historical Review 53 (July 1978), 261-70.
9. Baptismal Records, Reel 6, Archives of the Archdiocese of Santa Fe (hereafter
AASF).
10. Ibid.
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very few of the gente de raz6n (castas) are listed by the specific casta to
which they belonged. The few castas clearly classified in the church
records illustrate that the colonial population of New Mexico practiced
exogamy.
An example of this exogamic practice is given in the following
marriage entries. On October 5, 1734, in Santa Fe, it was recorded that
"Estevan de Estrada [mulato servant of vicar Don Joseph de Bustamante]" married "Juana Mata de Espinoza, India a free widow ... ";11
on May 6, 1741 Juan de la Vega, collote (coyote) married Margarita de
Bustamante whose casta was not given. 12 After 1750 the casta of the
bride and groom were listed more frequently, but many persons were
still not ethnically categorized. Since most friars were also responsible
for villages surrounding their missions, they conscientiously included
the name of the village in which the persons were vecinos (residents),
and thus the classification was used more frequently than terms for
varied castas. Listing the village in which the individual resided was
useful to the friars in identifying persons properly and in distinguishing
between individuals with the same name. For example, Juan Pina (de
Truchas) could readily be differentiated from Juan Pino (de Pecos). In
addition, the Spanish government used physical descriptions to identify individuals, e.g., Juan Jose Dominguez, of ruddy complexion, with, .
a full dark beard, and a scar over his left eye. The casta designation
could have also been used to supply this proper identification.
Since so many settlers were not identified by casta category, they
were probably members of the more acceptable castas such as mestizo.
This assumption can be made because, given the importance placed
on being espanol, families who claimed that category would have made
certain that the friars noted their status in their records. Some friars,
however, seem not to have cared to add the casta designation. They
differentiated only when listing Indians. They probably did so because
they wanted to demonstrate to their religious superiors in Mexico that
the Indians were indeed being converted and receiving the sacraments,
thus revealing successful missionizing activity. Moreover, perhaps taking for granted that villagers knew the family, the friars did not bother
with designating the casta-unless it was espanol or indio.
During the last quarter of the eighteenth century, mention of the
castas in records become more frequent. Possibly this happened because of the Concilio IV Provincial Mexicano (1771), which decreed that
11. Ibid. Marriage Records, reel 31, frame 21, AASF. This entry is of interest because
it illustrates that the secular clergy also kept slaves or criados. Author's translation.
12. Marriage Records, reel 31, frame 36, AASF.
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all parishioners must be classified according to their family status, i.e.,
single, married, or widowed and also according to their casta "espaiioles,
indios, negros, mulatos and other mixtures. ... "13 This law applied to all
official business conducted with the church, including baptismal, confirmation, marriage, and burial registers. One reason for the issuance
of this decree may have been that anyone aspiring to the priesthood
had to give evidence of being puro espanol.
Still, demographic statistics for this period continued to give only
the broad categories. Nor did churchmen making official visits to northern New Mexico and citing its population statistics break down the
population into castas. Bishop Pedro Tamaron y Romeral, whose canonical visit occurred in 1760, for example, states that the "villa of
Santa Fe had 379 families of citizens of Spanish and mixed blood.... "14
The only casta he identifies is the gen{zaros when he mentions Abiquiu
and other villages where genizaro Indian families lived. IS
In 1776 the Mexican superiors of Friar Francisco Atanasio Dominguez assigned him the task of making a canonical visit to all the churches
and missions of New Mexico. From this visit came the most detailed
and extant description of these edifices and of general aspects of New
Mexican society of that period. In his instructions Fray Francisco was
to distinguish among "espanoles, de raz6n, and indios."16 Dominguez
did not precisely carry out his orders, for in giving the population of
the Villa of Santa Fe, he distinguished only between Spanish families
and genizaro families. In reporting the census figures for the satellite
villages of Santa Fe-Quemado, Cieneguilla, and Rio de Tesuque-he
provided a breakdown only by family, including the humber of individuals in each unit. 17
In describing the citizens of Santa Cruz de la Canada, Friar Dominguez mentioned that a majority could be taken for Spaniards, suggesting that the castas considered themselves to be "Spanish" or were
"whitened" enough to be classified as such. That Dominguez was conscious of the status of the persons whom he considered to be castas is
13. Leon, Las Castas, 15-16. Author's translation.
14. Eleanor B. Adams, ed., Bishop Tamar6n's Visitation of New Mexico, 1760 (Albuquerque: Historical Society of New Mexico, 1954), 46.
15. Ibid., 64.
16. Legajo 10, Number 86, Biblioteca Nacional de Mexico (hereafter BNM), Special
Collections, Zimmerman Library, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque. For a transc
lation of Dominguez' report, see Adams and Fray Angelico Chavez, ed. and trans., The
Missions of New Mexico, 1776: A Description by Fray Francisco Anastacio Dominguez with other
Contemporary Documents (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1956).
17. Legajo 10, Number 86, BNM.
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clear in his description of the vecinos of the village of Las Trampas,
whom he describes as "gente baja," i.e., people oflow class. 18 The 1790
census confirms that castas predominantly inhabited Trampas l9 and
thus in Dominguez' eyes merited such opprobrium.
Friar Dominguez' report is thus helpful in understanding that some
castas were probably passing themselves off for Spaniards (commonly
done in the frontier provinces of New Spain), .apparently hoping to
improve their upward social mobility. This revelation, however, is not
helpful in determining the demographic composition of each casta. The
report also clearly illustrates the patronizing attitude of some espanoles
towards the castas.
Next, in September 1800, friars and secularpriests making out the
report required by the Junta del Gobierno del Real Consulado de Guadalajara also combined espanoles and gente de raz6n,20 although they
were not consistent in their nomenclature. For instance, Friar Vergara,
reporting on Sandia pueblo, distinguished only between indios and
espanoles, while Friar Merino reporting for Pecos used "indios and
espanoles y gentes de otras clases."2l Father Jose Bibian de Ortega,
secular curate of Santa Fe, noted that the Villa of Santa Fe had "three
thousand sixty nine inhabitants of all classes." Here genizaros, as newly'
acculturated Indians descended from- "varias naciones," were seemingly
being considered Catholic neophytes and indios, and thus not constituting a legal casta category. 22
Although census-takers for the civil government during the first
half of the eighteenth century also made little effort to classify society
by. casta, a few of the friars did note in the census of 1750 the ethnicity
of a portion of the population. In fact, the census offers indisputable
evidence that the society consisted of espanoles and castas and that
the two groups were mixing ethnically.23 The census-takers did not
specify, however, the ethnicity of the residents for most of the villages.
Indian pueblos such as Taos, where Tanos and Apaches were listed as
living among the Taos, constitute ·an exception. Iri some areas, such
as the village complex of Nuestra Senora de la Soledad del Rio del
18. Ibid.
19. Reel 12, frame 500, SANM.
20. Varios Documentos, 1800 (Bundled documents dated 1800.) Archives of the
Archdiocese of Durango, Mexico (hereafter AAD).
21. Ibid. Author's translation.
22. For a brief study of the genizaro, see Steven M. Horvath, Jr., "The Genizaro of .
Eighteenth-Century New Mexico: A Reexamination," Discovery (Santa Fe: School of American Research, 1977), 25-40.
23. Legajo 8, Number 81, BNM.
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Norte Arriba, genfzaro families were also singled out. Fifteen genfzaro
families were enumerated and may well have been the vecinos of Abiquiu.
The most revealing section concerning the casta system in New
Mexico is that enumerating Albuquerque. Here Fray Jose Yrigoyen
included the casta designation of a majority of the adults. An analysis
of marriage partners that Albuquerque males chose, for whom Fray
Yrigoyen gives a casta or espanol designation clarifies a good deal
(Figures 1 and 2). First, the trend among espanoles was towards endogamy, although they did not strictly adhere to this practice. Second,
after espanolas, espanol males preferred mulatas (and mulatas preferred
espanalas). These two combinations make up 10 percent of the sampling.
Third, indios vecinos preferred indias. Fourth, other castas mentioned
in the census were fairly evenly represented in the figures. Also included in this section of the census, but not indicated in Figures 1 and
2, were the marriages of mestizos with coyota-one; lobo with chinatwo; and lobo with coyota-two. This small sampling from Fray Yrigoyen illustrates that on the frontiers of New Spain physical unions
between whites, Indians, and blacks, begun in the Caribbean and Mexico, were continuing. Even more accurate statistics on castas are available in the 1790 census.
The 1790 census is the most complete, most useful one taken during
the Spanish colonial period. This enumeration includes the names of
husband and wife or head of household and occupation, and, more
important for this study, the ethnicity of listed adults. Unfortunately,
children's names are not given; with only their sex and age listed. In
her exhaustive analysis of this census, Alicia Tjarks gives the following
breakdown for some of the major areas of New Mexico. (See Table 2:
notice El Paso is eliminated from her table.)24 My analysis of the jurisdiction of the Villa of Santa Fe, including its satellite villages, yields
the statistics in Table 3.
These breakdowns clearly indicate that nomenclature used to describe castas depended on the individual census-taker. For example,
the Santa Fe jurisdiction is the only area where the census-taker uses
color quebrada (broken color), i.e., persons not pure Caucasian. Apparently the recorder thought it was impossible to determine precisely the
casta of these individuals, or perhaps he was not troubled with his
24. Tjarks, "Demographic Structure," 83. For a total of New Mexico's population in
1790, see Sherburne F. Cook and Woodrow Borah, Essays in Population History: Mexico
and the Caribbean (2 vols., Berkeley: University of California Press, 1974), 214-15, 22023.
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Figure 1
Casta Mate Choice in Albuquerque
(Source: 1750 census)
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categories as long as he indicated that residents were not espafwles or
indios vecinos by using color quebrada. Although probably not a pejorative term, it did connote a status lower than espanol. Despite the
imprecision of these reported ethnic categories (no more imprecise in
New Mexico than in the other areas of New Spain25 ), 'one should attempt to understand what friars and officials meant when they used
these various ethnic categories.
25. Morner, Race Mixture, 58.

152

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

APRIL 1991

Figure 2
Casta Mate Choice in Albuquerque
(Source: 1750 census)
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Obviously, in the polyethnic society of the New World, espanol
was considered the highest category of status. Consequently, one can
assume that individuals strove to achieve that status. This category
would include not only those who were genetically Spaniards but also
those who claimed to be Spaniards by ascription. Self-ascribed Spaniards probably had to be considered among the upper class colonial
society to be accepted as Spanish. It certainly follows that if influential
Jews living in Spain could have their ethnic classification changed,

Table 2
Espafiol and Casta Population in New Mexico 1790

Indiari

Spanish

Mestizo'

Mulato

Percent

No.

Percent

621

14.46

1,703

38.24

53.84

456

16.56

706

25.75

2,525

58.57

590

13.68

tI13

25.81

6,080

52.93

1,667

14.51

3,522

30.60

No.

Percent

Albuquerque

2,079

46.64

Santa Fe, Tesuque,
and Pecos

1,476

Santa Cruz, San
Juan and Picuris"
TOTALS'"

No.

No.

Undetermined

Percent

No.

Percent

7

'0.15

23

0.51

70

2.55

33

1.30

83

1.94

139

1.21

77

.67

*Tjarks includes coyotes and color quebrada in this category
**Note that the Taos area is not included.
***Totals were not included in Tjarks's table.
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Table 3
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Espafiol and Casta Population in Santa Fe 1790

Espafloles

Indios and
Vecinos

No. ' Percent, No.

1,719

57.10

113

Mestizos

Percent

No.

Percent

3.75

225

7.40

Coyotes
No.

Color
Quebrado

~

Genizaros

Mulatos

Undetermined

Percent

No.

Percent

No.

Percent

No.

Percent

No.

Percent

.66

411

13.65

49

1.60

79

2.60

394

13.00

20 '

Source: Alicia V. Tjarks, Demographic Structure of New Mexico, 83.
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influential members of castas in frontier colonies could also change
classification. 26
Clearly, direct immigration of Spaniards and other Europeans to
New Mexico was very light during the eighteenth century.27 Indeed,
most of the colonists from Spain lived in Mexico for a while before
migrating to New Mexico. Some married or cohabited with indios producing the mestizo casta.
The mestizo classification probably followed general usage in New
Spain. It indicated that an individual's parents were espanol and indio,
though by the late eighteenth century, mestizo had lost its specific onehalf and one-half meaning and came to refer generally to racial mixtures. Since mestizo, next to espanol, was the most desirable status,
the 1790 census reveals, not surprisingly, that 22 percent of New Mexico's population was classified mestizo. Those who could not become
espanol probably settled for this next best ethnic identity available to
them.
The next category was that of coyote. This classification seems to
be an ascriptive ethnic category, Le., a descriptive term used for persons by other groups as opposed to self-identifying (self-ascriptive)
terms. Unfortunately, no clue exists in the Santa Fe Archdiocesan church
or Spanish government records to indicate the origin of this term or
its precise local meaning when employed to classify a group of people.
In his exhaustive study of the castas in colonial Mexico, Nicolas
Leon asserts that coyote is a "mexicanismo derived from the nahuatl
coyotl (canis latrans Harlen) or jackal. The hair is grayish yellow. White
and Indian dominate this casta. To Jose Alzate y Ramirez coyote is synonymous with mestizo. "28 But the domination of both white and Indian
blood is not readily clear in the ethnic mixtures Leon cites from other
colonial works to explain the usage of coyote in Me~dco.29 These other
26. For an example of an influential Jew changing his ethnic classification, see
McAlister, "Social Structure," 353.
27. Tjarks, "Demographic Structure," 83.
28. Leon, fAs Castas, 22.
29. Leon gives a long explanation of the term coyote that helps one understand how
confusing casta nomenclature could be. On p. 40 he gives the genetic origin of a coyote
as mestizo x indio = coyote. Since a mestizo should be one-half Spanish and one-half
Indian, coyote is only one-quarter Spanish with Indian blood predominating. However,
Le6n also gives other sources indicating that a coyote could also have black blood. He
cites the following examples: mulato x mestizo = quarteron and quarteron x mestizo =
coyote (p. 39). The term quarteron comes from the one-quarter each of Indian and black
that the quarteron possesses. The rest of his ethnic balance would be made up of 50
percent Spanish, which differs from the cases cited above. In this case the offspring
coyote, from quarteron and mestizo, is ethnically half Spanish and one-eighth black and
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works do bear out, however, that coyote usually referred to a person
about one quarter Spanish and with some black heritage. Clearly, then,
coyote was as imprecise as other terms used for the castas.
. , Judging all t!:is evidence, the term coyote in New Mexico usually
meant a mixture of Spaniard and Indian or black. In a parallel situation
in 1785, Fray Jose Francisco Lopez, reporting on the mission of San
Antonio de Valero in Texas, referred to "mulatos and mestizos (who are
called coyotes in this country)." 30 The widespread use of these terms
may suggest that true mestizos wished to be distinguished from persons they considered less Spanish than themselves.
In New Mexico, Fray Antonio Barrera made an ambiguous statement about coyotes. When making his report to the Junta del Gobierno
del Real Consulado de Guadalajara in 1801 he stated that among the
Indians of San Felipe "live three families of Indians who are already
coyotes [entre elIos viven tres familias ya coyotes].31 Did he mean that these
Indian families had mixed ethnically with the espanoles and thus could
be considered coyotes, or did he s~ggest that they had acculturated
sufficiently to be considered coyotes? Probably he meant the former
since as gente de razon they would have already been acculturated.
Whatever his exact meaning, Fray Antonio implied that categorizing
someone as coyote could be a step upwards on the social scale. This
being the case, it is not surprising that the term became as acceptable
as mestizo.
Later evidence suggests that coyote supplanted mestizo in New
Mexico, as it did in Texas. For example, in his census report of 1860
for the Santa Fe area, Charles Blumner utilizes "M/IND" as the ethnic
classification for an individual, then explains that "M/IND means mixed
white and Indian, called by the Mexicans 'coyote.' 1132 Today, coyote is
generally used for the offspring of Anglos and Hispanos or Mexican
three-eighths Indian. Leon also gives the following combination: barcino x mulato =
coyote (p. 56). A barcino comes from mulato x albarazado. Another survey in Hensley
Woodbridge "Glossary of Names Used in Colonial Latin America for Crosses among
Indians, Negroes and Whites," Journal of the Washington Academy of Sciences 38 (1948),357,
shows that none of the various mixtures used for the classification coyote ever had less
than 25 percent Spanish blood with the range being 25 to 75 percent.
30, Fray Jose Francisco Lopez, "Report and Account that the Father President of
the Missions in the Province of Texas or New Philippines Sends to the Most Illustrious
Senor Rafael Jose Verger" in Ernest Wallace and David Vigness, eds., Documents of Texas
History (Austin: Steck, 1963), 29.
31. Varios Documentos, 1801, AAD.
32. 1860 Census of the United States of America, 6, dwelling 31, household 36.
Microfilm copy, New Mexico State Records Center and Archives, Santa Fe.
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Americans, although, as previously noted, the inclusion of black blood
is a possibility.
The smallest population in the 1790 census was the mulato casta.
Blacks and the mulatos came to New Mexico very early in the colonial
period, with Gaspar de Villagra mentioning mulatos as a casta accompanying Onate in 1598. 33 France V. Scholes also notes the existence of
mulatos in New Mexico during the seventeenth century. 34
In the eighteenth century, mulatos seem never to have exceeded
2.5 percent of a population of 15,045 non-Indians in the New Mexican
districts, excluding El Paso. 35 This group includes only one 10bo. 36 Those
listed are free mulatos, including a very few servants. Although a small
minority, the mulatos are highly "visible" in these documents. The most
notable of the mulatos is Sebastian Rodriguez, who came to New Mexico as Diego de Vargas' drummer and town crier and seems to have
started a large family in New Mexico. 3? Because of his occupation he
was known as "El Tambor."38 Sebastian's son Esteban succeeded his
father as drummer and town crier, and his brother Melchior helped to
found Trampas. 39 Overall the 1790 census indicates that in seventy-six
of the provinces eighty-six mulatos were living in the jurisdiction of
Santa Fe, most of whom seemed to reside in the Barrio de Analco. 40
Other documents mention court proceedings against mulatos for livestock theft, assault, and hexing, thus suggesting that mulatos were a
conspicuous part of society.
Although persons genetically Negroid were considered members
of the lowest castas, mestizos, coyotes, or color quebrados may also
have belonged to the same casta, but they had been able to "whiten"
themselves through intermarriage or by misleading the census-takers.
Such actions may have led Pedro Baptista Pino to report to the Spanish
Cortes in 1811 that "in New Mexico there are no castas of people of
African origin."41 Possibly, too, he was an astute politician willing to
33. Gilberto Espinosa and F. W. Hodge, trans., History of New Mexico by Gaspar Perez
de Villagni Alcala 1610 (Los Angeles: Quivira Society, 1933), 282-83.
34. France V. Scholes, "Troublous Times in New Mexico," New Mexico Historical
Review 12 (April 1937), 140.
35. Tjarks, "Demographic Structure," 83.
36. Ibid.
37. Chavez, Origins of New Mexico Families, 270.
38. Twitchell, Spanish Archives of New Mexico 2, Number 77.
39. Chavez, Origins of New Mexico Families, 270.
40. Roll 21, frames 383-89, SANM.
41. Pedro Baptista Pino, Exposici6n Sucinta y Sencilla de la Provincia del Nuevo Mejico,
in H. Bailey Carroll and]. Villasana Haggard, Three New Mexico Chronicles (Albuquerque:
Quivira Society, 1942), 243.

ADRIAN BUSTAMANTE

157

tell the Cortes what it wanted to hear to obtain requested favors for
New Mexico. This conclusion is based also on his attempt to picture
the Pueblo Indians (those living in their own villages) in a positive
light by arguing they were nearly indistinguishable from the Spaniards.
All these documentary mentionings suggest that the mulatos contributed noticeably to the genetic make-up of New Mexican society.
Another noteworthy category was the indios vecinos. Although
not considered a separate casta, these indios had been acculturated
into Hispanic society, were distinguished from other indios through
the term vecino, and were considered separate from genizaros. Early
in the eighteenth century indios vecinos may have been Mexican Indians accompanying new colonists, but later in the same century they
seem to have been former members of the surrounding nomadic tribes
or natives no longer living in their pueblos. 42 The 1790 census lists 473
persons (4.2 percent of New Mexico's population) among this group.
Making up the fourth largest population group, indios vecinos resided
primarily in the jurisdiction of Santa Fe and San Juan pueblo. In addition to the 52 percent living in those two areas, others were spread
throughout the colony.
At this point, the Village of San Miguel del Vado will be used to
illustrate the sometimes confusing and inconsistent use of the casta by
the friars during the late colonial period, a misuse that led to the demise
of the system. The San Miguel del Vado land grant, located approximately forty miles from Santa Fe, was on the banks of the Pecos River,
and issued by Governor Fernando de Chacon to a group of fifty-six
petitioners on November 25, 1794.43 Although San Miguel del Vado
has long been considered a genizaro town, a close review of the baptismal records of San Miguel reveals that only ten of the forty-two
original settlers identified were clearly genizaros. 44 In fact, between
1794 and 1817, when nearly all type of casta designation disappeared,
only nineteen of the baptized children are identified as genizaros.
On the other hand, it seems espanoles, whether valid or selfascribed, were always identified, as were the indios. The great majority
of individuals, however, are identified only as vecinos, sometimes as
42. Twitchell, Spanish Archives of New Mexico 1, Number 512, gives evidence that the
"indios mexicanos" were considered a separate group during the early eighteenth century.
In 1727 Don Salvador Montoya, Regidor de la Villa de Santa Fe, in his last will and
testament says that a piece of land that he owned was bounded "on the west by the
lands of the Mexicans." Author's translation.
43. Surveyor General of New Mexico Reports, file 49, report 119, State Records
Center and Archives, Santa Fe.
44. Roll 6, frame 666, AASF.
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vecino del Vado, or just as vecino. Vecino clearly identified those who
were considered full members of the Hispano society, even though the
term's exact meaning referred to a resident and citizen of a specified
town.
Unfortunately, the four friars enumerating New Mexicans were
inconsistent even among themselves in making ethnic classifications,
as were most other friars in New Mexico. Although Fray Diego Martinez, who served at Pecos pueblo from 1800 to 1804 and who was also
responsible for San Miguel del Vado, seems careful in identifying espanoles, he used vecino (resident of San Miguel del Vado) for other
persons. Serving the same parish from 1804 to 1810 and again from
1818-1825, Fray Francisco Bragado used only espano!, genfzaro, and
indio. During 1810, the last year of his residency as pastor, he began
to use "del bado" [sic], but when he returned in 1818 he used genfzaro
for only one entry and did not specify either a casta category or vecino
for the remainder of the baptismal entries.
Still another priest, Fray Juan Bruno Gonzalez, who served only
one year from March 1810 to March 1811, distinguished between only
the settlers of San Miguel and those of San Jose del Vado, the new
satellite settlement up river from San Miguel. Only one ethnic entry
is included in his records, india de Pecos. Of course, by this time entries
for the Pecos pueblo were becoming fewer and fewer because Pecos,
once the mightiest of all the pueblos, was in its final stages of collapse. 45
The most inconsistent in his use of ethnic terms, however, was
Fray Antonio Garda del Valle, who replaced Friar Gonzalez and served
until 1818. He employed espano!, mestizo, indio, and, surprisingly
enough castiza once, possibly one of the few times it was used in New
Mexico. In his fourth entry, on March 14, 1811, Father Garda states
that he baptized Marfa Francisca Paula de Jesus, castiza, daughter of
Santiago Aragon and Marfa Matiana Salaz, mestizos. For the children
of other mestizos, however, he uses mestizo. Since a castiza, according
to casta lists, denotes the offspring of an espafl.ol-mestizo union, Fray
Antonio was not utilizing this categorization as it was normally employed in Mexico. Possibly the Aragones complained that their daughter should be classified as espanol because on July 9,1807, Friar Bragado
had previously baptized Marfa's older sister and had listed her as
espanola. To conjecture, perhaps the compromise was to classify Maria
as castiza.
45. John L. Kessell, Kiva, Cross and Crown: The Pecos Indians and New Mexico 15401840 (Washington: National Park Service/U.S. Department of the Interior, 1979), 41363.
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Another case of inconsistency concerned Jose Miguel Brito, one of
the original San Miguel grantees. In 1808 Friar Bragado had listed Brito
as a genizaro, but in 1811 to Friar del Valle mentions Jose as just a
vecino. Later, in 1814, del Valle categorizes Brito as an "¥ndio" [sic j.
Of course, one does not know whether these categorizations depended
on a colonist's being in or out of the good graces of the friar.
From 1812 on, Friar del Valle primarily uses "del Vado" in his
entries. Still, when the priest came to entries for the Esparza and Tapia
families, he sharpened his quill, used his best penmanship, and categorized these individuals espanoles, noticeably employing the polite
don and dona for the parents. This exceptionaLtreatment indicated the
high social status of these families.
By the latter half of the eighteenth and the early years of the
nineteenth centuries, society was mixing genetically, and clear racial
categories had become blurred on the frontier. Several incidents occurring at this time, however, leave no doubt about the second-clas's
status of the castas.
For instance, in 1766 a Joseph Baca was recommended to serve as
teniente politico because he "knows how to read and write and is recognized as a white man. 1146 Two years later, Governor Pedro Lara Mendinueta, tired of receiving complaints from farmers regarding the theft
of their produce, issued a decree that stated:
If a man or woman, boy or 'girl is found with stolen produce or
in the act of stealing produce from someone's garden and if that
person is of broken color, he or she shall receive twenty-five lashes
at the pillory. If the person is white he or she shall [only j be tied to
the same pillory with the shameful stolen produce hung around
the neck. 47

Obviously, a more severe punishment was meted out to the casta. Here,
too, color quebrado stands for a catchall category for the castas. That
the coyote was considered inferior to the espanol is demonstrated by
a statement in 1819 concerning an altercation between a coyote and
Manuel Vigil over irrigation water. Vigil felt that as an espanol and a
soldier, judgment should be rendered in his favor because "a coyote
is inferior to a Spaniard who is also a soldier." 48
In short, colonists of the Spanish crown came into New Mexico
as an ethnic<:tlly diverse group, representing a genetic mixing begun
46, Roll 9, frame 962, SANM. Author's emphasis and translation.
47. Roll 10, frame 402, SANM. Author's emphasis and translation.
48. Number 2846, SANM 2. Author's translation.
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Illustrations from Senor Don Pedro Alonso O'Crouley; A Description of The
Kingdom of New Spain, trans. and ed. Sean Galvin (San Francisco: John Howell
Books, 1972).
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Illustrations from Senor Don Pedro Alonso O'Crouley, A Description of The
Kingdom of New Spain, trans. and ed. Sean Galvin (San Francisco: John Howell
Books, 1972).
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in Mexico. Furthermore, in New Mexico, the genes of the Pueblos and
the nomadic tribes added other ingredients. The term genizaro became
useful in identifying those who were not ethnically casta, as did the
term indio vecino. Espanol was the category of status, and some families, possessing status legitimately, attempted to protect it through the
practice of endogamy. Espanoles also protected their status by trying
to make certain their position was noted in church transactions, probably to the amusement of the friars if the individual demonstrated color
quebrado. However, since most colonists were members of the same
culture, love and passion among members of the society would not be
denied. The castas, and even some who were or called themselves
espanoles, practiced exogamy so that by the end of the Spanish period
these inter-racial marriages and liaisons had formed a genetically homogeneous population from the three great trunks of humanity-the
Caucasoid, the Mongoloid, and the Negroid races. 49
In 1821 when Mexico won its independence from Spain, and the
Plan of Iguala gave equality to all citizens and in effect eliminated the
casta system, one might assume that any further references to the
system would have been eliminated because casta connoted inferior
citizenship. Surprisingly this was not the case in New Mexico. The
census of 1823 divides the population into espanoles eligible to exercise
their rights as citizens and those not eligible. Other categories included
indios, eligible to exercise their rights as citizens and those ineligible,
and finally pardos, eligible to exercise their rights as citizens and those
not eligible. Since social habits die slowly, especially in isolated frontiers, the mention of espanol and indio could be explained in that way.
However, most surprising is the use of "pardo" to categorize a segment
of the population. 50
From a careful reading of the census one can infer that the term
pardo (meaning literally gray) was a one-word substitute for the casta
nomenclature in use during the colonial period. 51 The casta that pardo
designated usually were people of black or part-black descent. 52 The
term had also become more common in other parts of New Spain, and
. by the latter part of the eighteenth century it was replacing "negro"
and "mulato" in official documents. 53 The terms had apparently not
49. Tjarks, "Demographic Structure," 72.
50. Felipe Tena Ramirez, Leyes Fundamentales de Mexico, 1808-1956 (Mexico: Editorial
Porrua, 1957), 115. The author wishes to thank Dr. Myra Ellen Jenkins for showing him
that this term was still used in the 1823 census.
51. Roll 3, frames 217-18, Mexican Archives of New Mexico.
52. Cook and Borah, Essays, 2, 464.
53. McAlister, "Social Structure," 368.
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been used in New Mexico, however, until this period. 54 Why was it
being used now? This question is difficult to answer, but some as,
sumptions can be made.
On February 1, 1795, a cedula authorized pardo and quinterones to
contract matrimony with whites, permitted them to hold public office,
and allowed them to enter Holy Orders. 55 This fact, coupled with a
bulletin issued by Generalissimo Augustin de Iturbide of Mexicothat
the present "organic law [Spanish Constitution of Cadiz 1812] should
remain in force so far as it was in harmony with the independence of
Mexico until her representatives adopted new institutions," may shed
some light on the issue. 56 By 1822, when the census was being taken,
Mexico still lacked a constitution; therefore the census-taker may have
wanted to lift the status of infarne (opprobrium) from the castas in New
Mexico and thus may have chosen to use this term. On the other hand,
one might argue that the census-taker was insulting the castas in New
Mexico by intimating that they possessed black ethnic ancestry. This
last argument is weakened, however, by the reference in the census
to derechos de cuidadanos (rights of citizens). The cedula of 1795, as we
have seen, granted certain rights to pardos, and the constitution of
1812 "left the door open to" persons of "African" ancestry to become ::.
citizens with derechos. 57 Thus, it would not have behooved the censustaker to insult the castas in this manner.
Here, then, was the last gasp of the casta system in New Mexico.
During the Mexican period (1821-1846) the only categorizations utilized were indio and genizaro, categories technically not considered
castas. In this era, the change to rnexicano as the principal ethnic categorization must have been a momentous and positive transformation
for those who had previously been identified as castas.
Considering this complex and convoluted ethnic history of New
Mexico, is it surprising that dona Seferina Quintana of Pecos, age 90,
could recently state, in what may have been the collective unconscious
at work, "the matter was never resolved. Some say we are Spanish,
others that we are Indians, and others that we are Mexicans."58
54. A more thorough search of the Spanish Archives of New Mexico may reveal a
few of these terms, but they would be highly exceptional.
55. McAlister, "Social Structure," 368.
56. William Spence Robertson, Iturbide of Mexico (Durham, North Carolina: Duke
University Press, 1952), 96.
57. Ramirez, Leyes, 63.
58. Interview with dona Seferina Quintana, Pecos, 1977. Author's translation.
The author wishes to thank the National Endowment for the Humanities for financial
assistance in the preparation of this article.

Buried Unsung
Louis Tikas and the Ludlow
Massacre
Zeese Papanikolas
Foreword by Wallace Stegner
"[A] stunning book, one of the most
exciting I have read in a decade."
- Harry Mark Petrakis, Chicago
Tribune. Louis Tikas was a union
organizer killed in the battle between striking coal miners and state
militia in Ludlow, Colorado, in 1914.
Available June. xx, 331 pp. $11.95

Campaigning with
King
Charles King, Chronicler
of the Old Army
Don Russell
Edited by Paul L. Hedren
Captain Charles King (1844-1933)
served seventy years in America's
military forces. He became one of
the best-known chroniclers of the
frontier army and the Indian wars of
the 1870s, and an immensely
popular writer of fiction. xxx, 187pp.
$25.00

CCl\Tebraska
..L

'-.)J

publishers since 1941

The University of Nebraska Press· 901 N 17· Lincoln 68588·0520

"The Last Button on Gabe's Coat":
Jim Bridger in the Southwest,

1834-1848
TIM WEHRKAMP

Osborne Russell had an eye for the quirky details of fur trade life. For
example, "poor bull" characterized the meals in his camp of trappers
on Blackfoot Creek, near Fort Hall, in the winter of 1835-1836. He
contrasted this "feast" with exalted dining company composed of such
"philosophical and independent dignitaries" as "Major, Judge, Squire,
Dollar Pike, and Cotton," presided over by wry, whimsical "Gabe" as
host and master of erstwhile ceremonies. 1
Such humor reminds us that informal sobriquets proliferated
throughout the community of trappers. The "Major" was Joe Meek,
George Ebbert answered to "Squire," "Cotton" was actually Cotton
Mansfield, and Osborne Russell went by the title of "Judge."2 Beyond
Blackfoot Creek, other traders sported equally distinctive nicknames:
Tim Wehrkamp is an archivist and historian with the National Archives and Records
Administration in Washington, D.C. He holds a doctorate in American history from the
University of Oregon and has previously published articles in the Museum of the Fur
Trade Quarterly, South Dakota History, and the New Mexico Historical Review.
1. As identified by Aubrey Haines. The sobriquets for Joe Meek and George Ebbert
remain unexplained. In 1843-1844, Osborne Russell served as a judge in the Oregon
Provisional Government, and he was known to have studied law in 1843, but his interest
may have begun much earlier. Osborne Russell's Journtil of a Trapper, ed. Aubrey L. Haines
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1955), 39-40.
2. Russell,Journal of a Trapper, ix, 39n.
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James Bridger. Photo courtesy of the
Kansas State Historical Society, Topeka, Kansas.

Thomas "Broken Hand," "White Hair" Fitzpatrick;3 Moses "Black" Harris;4 Robert "Doc" Newell;5 John "White Headed Eagle" McLoughlin;6
and, of course, Christopher "Kit" Carson. 7 Even though such adopted
titles fill fur trade literature, neither contemporaries nor historians have
satisfactorily answered the question "what's in a name?"
3. Thomas Fitzpatrick probably earned the nickname as a result of having shot
himself through the wrist while fighting Blackfeet Indians on the Yellowstone River in
1835, although "substantiation" is lacking. "White Hair" reflected the premature graying
of Fitzpatrick's hair. This reportedly occurred after he survived an extended, nervewracking flight from Gros Ventres Indians west of South Pass in 1832. LeRoy R. and
Ann W. Hafen, "Thomas Fitzpatrick" in LeRoy R. Hafen, ed., The Mountain Men and the
Fur Trade of the Far West (10 vols., Glendale, California: Arthur H. Clark, 1965-:1972), 7:
87n, 92-93.
4. Jerome Peltier indicates that the name "Black" was "probably" given to Harris
"because of the dark hue of his skin, as explained by Alfred Jacob Miller in connection
with a sketch of Harris." See his "Moses 'Black' Harris" in Hafen, ed., The Mountain Men
4: 103n.
5. "It is said" that Robert Newell became "Doc" in the mountains as a result of his
skills in minor surgery and his "knowledge of Simple remedies for afflictions of man
and beast." Robert Newell, Robert Newell's Memoranda: Travels in the Teritory of Missourie;
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Jim "Old Gabe" Bridger illustrates the appeal and mystery behind
these character-defining nicknames. Tall, understated, perhaps even
shy as a youth, Bridger was born in Virginia in 1804. He was orphaned
at the age of thirteen and spent five years as a blacksmith's apprentice
in St. Louis. In 1822, he enlisted with William Ashley and Andrew
Henry's first expedition up the Missouri and Yellowstone rivers. Thereafter, prior to 1837, Bridger participated in many significant events and
discoveries west of the Mississippi. In 1823, young Bridger and John
Fitzgerald comforted and then abandoned the severely mauled and
legendary Hugh Glass on the Grand River in South Dakota. Next, Jim
served with an Ashley trapping party that John H. Weber led into
northern Utah in 1824 and thereby became one of the first explorers
of European descent to see the Great Salt Lake. Between 1826 and 1838,
Bridger directed several trapping brigades throughout the American
West, discovering critical passes, rivers, and overland routes. In 1830,
Jim, Thomas Fitzpatrick, William Sublette, Henry Fraeb, and Baptiste
Gervais united to form the Rocky Mountain Fur Company, a formidable
economic concern in the Northern Plains and Rockies until its demise
in 1834. 8
It is easy to picture Bridger in 1837: tall and laconic; a wiry brigade
leader of proven worth; a man respected as "Casapy," or "Blanket
Chief" amongst the Crows. 9 One scholar, Cecil Alter, believes that,
Travle to the Kayuse War; together with A Report on the Indians South of the Columbia River,
ed. Dorothy O. Johansen (Portland, Oregon: Champoeg Press, 1959), 9.
6. Biographical sketches usually confirm the title, without explanation. John McLoughlin was about six feet tall, prematurely gray, "inclined to weight," and not disposed
to suffer fools. In 1834, he caned the Reverend Herbert Beaver at Fort Vancouver after
the chaplain had condemned as sinful arrangements the mixed, common-law marriages
typical of that place. McLoughlin was married to an Indian woman. Regrettably, caning
has not survived into the twentieth century. Dorothy O. Johansen and Charles M. Gates,
Empire of the Columbia: A History of the Pacific Northwest (New York: Harper and Row,
1957), 150, 207.
7. Carson's title also remains unexplained.
8. The best short sketch of Bridger's life is Cornelius Ismert, "James Bridger," in
Hafen, ed., The Mountain Men, 6: 85-104. J. Cecil Alter's Jim Bridger (Norman: University
of Oklahoma Press, 1962) is still the standard biography.
9. For the physical and personal characteristics, see Alter, Jim Bridger,S, 267-68;
and John R. Young, "Reminiscences of John R. Young-Jim Bridger," ed. John A. Young,
Utah Historical Quarterly 3 (July 1930), 84. Meek is one source of "Casapy" references.
See Frances Fuller Victor, The River of the West (Hartford, Connecticut: Columbian Book,
1870), 190. Finn Burnett explains the origins of the title "Blanket Chief" (his "Kash-shapuce") in Robert Beebe David, Finn Burnett, Frontiersman (Glendale, California: Arthur
H. Clark, 1937), 62.
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around 1829, the biblically inspired Jedediah Smith christened Jim "Old
Gabe." Smith's nickname for Bridger may have been an acknowledgment of the leadership qualities that, as trusted lieutenant, he shared
in common with the angel Gabriel, that other notable second in command. Logical as this explanation seems, Alter's contention is nonetheless uncertain. 10
In fact, a less trustworthy side to Jim Bridger has encouraged
historians to regard his testimony with skepticism. That questionable
part of Bridger's character is deceptively camouflaged by the riveting
expressions and engaging eyes that characterize surviving Bridger portraits. ll "1 never saw him laugh," one frontiersman observed, "yet he
loved humor and fun. "12 Over the years, Jim would pour forth a wealth
of information on the West's natural phenomenon, wrapped in long,
straight-faced yarns about petrified gravity, magnifying mountains,
gem-bearing trees, delayed action echoes, and buttes that grew from
common stones. 13 On one occasion, he entertained a gullible British
officer with a drawn out campfire saga of a battle that he had fought
with a group of Indians-a fight in which, Jim swore, he had been
killed. 14 Fur trade historian Hiram Chittenden learned of these stories
well after Bridger had polished them to refinement. Chittenden probably spoke for many colleagues when he wrote "he is to be pitied who
feels an unseemly anxiety for the basic facts [of these stories] as would
rob them of a single increment which the rolling years have given
them.,,15
10. Verification is difficult. According to Alter, Meek's "dictated recollections" imply
that Jim became "Old Gabe" around 1829. Jedediah Smith's account, as Meek allegedly
recalled it, does not appear in Mrs. Victor's River of the West. Alter, Jim Bridger, 110.
lL Good examples appear in Howard R. Lamar, ed., The Reader's Encyclopedia of the
American West (New York: Thomas Y. Crowell, 1977), 122; and in John D. Unruh, Jr., The
Plains Across: The Overland Emigrants and the Trans-Mississippi West, 1840-1860 (Urbana:
University of Illinois Press, 1979), 249.
12. Young, "Reminiscences of John R. Young," 84.
13. There are many variants of these stories. A good catalogue of Bridger lore can
be found in the opening chapter of Levette J. Davidson and Forrester Blake, eds., Rocky
Mountain Tales (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1947). Alter, Jim Bridger, 28687, catalogues other yarns, including the one about petrified flora bearing precious gems
as fruit in Yellowstone. Hiram Martin Chittenden recorded Bridger's account of Yellowstone's magnifying obsidian cliff, along with many previously cited examples of Jim's
imagination in his The Yellowstone National Park: Historical and Des~riptive (Cincinnati:
Robert Clarke, 1895), 54-57.
14. Anson Mills apparently witnessed this farce in 1865. See Ismert, "Jim Bridger,"
99-100.
15. Verne Bright, "Black Harris, Mountain Man, Teller of Tales," Oregon Historical
Quarterly 52 (March 1951), 3-20, 5 (quotation).
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Scholars, then, have often dismissed many of Bridger's comments
as tainted testimony. Furthermore, the "yarns" are less plentiful than
are the more reliable historical accounts covering Bridger's career prior
to 1837. After that date, and through the Mexican War, the historical
sources on Bridger's life are less abundant. Consequently, Jim's "stories" (and stories about him), along with reasoned speculation, become
more important in reconstructing his life after the decline of the fur
trade. 16
Some facts are clear. After 1838, Bridger did align himself with the
American Fur Company as one means of carrying on the trapper's
life. I? It is also certain that he and Louis Vasquez constructed a series
of forts on Green River tributaries between 1841 and 1843. 18 The last
post, situated near the Oregon Trail, on Black's Fork, was the permanent Fort Bridger. American Fur Company records further reveal
that Bridger led a trapping and trading party to California in the fall
of 1844, a group that returned to Fort Laramie on September 2, 1845. 19
16. After 1848, Bridger spent much of his time as a guide for various civilian and
military exploring expeditions. In 1850, he helped Captain Howard Stansbury locate a
more direct route from Fort Bridger to the South Platte River. Three years later, Jim
guided British sportsman Sir George Gore throughout the Rocky Mountains. Colonel
Albert Sydney Johnston utilized Jim's services for his Utah Expedition of 1857, and
Bridger joined Captain William F. Raynolds as guide for a military survey of the Yellowstone and Missouri headwaters in 1859. Two years later, Captain E. L. Berthoud employed Jim as a scout in locating a road between Denver and Salt Lake City by way of
Berthoud Pass. Between 1865 and 1868, Bridger concluded his career in the Far West
with service as guide and scout for various military expeditions operating along the
Bozeman Trail and in the Powder River Country. During his active career, he was married
to three Indian women: from 1835 to 1846 to Cora, daughter of the Flathead Chief Insala;
from 1848 to 1849 to a Ute woman; and in 1850 to a daughter of Shoshone Chief Washakie.
These unions probably inspired jim to a greater sympathy for Indian culture than was
common among frontiersmen. In 1851, Bridger assisted the negotiations of tribal boundaries between the Shoshones and other Indian groups at Fort Laramie. Two years later,
the Mormons, who suspected Jim of supplying Indian marauders with guns and ammunition, forced him to abandon Fort Bridger. Bridger retired to his farm in Westport,
Missouri, in 1868. Until his death, on July 17, 1881, he attempted to gain compensation
from the federal government for an unfulfilled lease of Fort Bridger in 1857. That matter
was finally settled by Bridger's estate in 1890. Ismert, "Jim Bridger," 94-104.
17. Ibid., 91-94.
18. Henry Fraeb and Joseph R. Walker might also have been involved in the initial
planning discussions, which began perhaps as early as 1839. Fred R. Gowans and Eugene
C. Campbell, Fort Bridger: IsLand in the WiLderness (Provo, Utah: Brigham Young University
Press, 1975), 2 (map), 8-13.
19. Bridger apparently had planned this trip around December 1843. See Bridger
to P. Chouteau and Company, December 10, 1843, in Alter, Jim Bridger, 208-10, 214-15.
The most frequently cited source for information on this expedition is a letter from A.
R. Bouis, Fort Pierre, to Pierre Chouteau, Jr., and Co., September 17, 1845, in "Fort
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Later that fall, he escorted Lansford Hastings from Fort Laramie to
Fort Bridger. 20 In 1849, Jim added to his career as guide by showing
Howard Stansbury a shorter way to the Great Salt Lake. 21
Generally, Fort Bridger served as a base for Jim's activities after
1837. From there, he filled the needs of Pacific Coast immigrants. Bridger
also ran a small-scale trapping and trading operation for the American
Fur Company from his Black's Fork post. Furthermore, he used the
fort as a departure point for several brigades that he led throughout
the West, including the previously mentioned California expedition of
1844-45. 22
Some evidence suggests that Bridger constructed his fort primarily
as a base camp for revitalized trapping and trading operations in the
Southwest. 23 In other words, he initially viewed trade with the overland
immigrants and his alliance with the American Fur Company as secondary enterprises. Most would agree that the American Fur Company
never played a large role in Jim's business activities. 24 In addition,
Tecumseh and Fort Pierre Journals and Letter Books," abstracted by Charles Edmund
Deland, notes by Doane Robinson, South Dakota Historical Collections 9 (1918): 209-10.
See also Dale Morgan, ed., Overland in 1846: Diaries and Letters of the California-Oregon
Trail (2 vols., Georgetown, California: Talisman Press, 1963), 1: 30, 31n. James Clyman
noted Bridger's departure in James Clyman, American Frontiersman, 1792-1881: The Adventures of a Trapper and Covered-Wagon Emigrant as Told in His Own Reminiscences and Diaries,
ed. Charles L. Camp (San Francisco: California Historical Society, 1928), 94.
20. Morgan, Overland in 1846, 1: 30, 31n.
21. Howard Stansbury, An Expedition to the Valley of the Great Salt Lake of Utah ...
(Philadelphia: Lippincott, Grambo & Co., 1852), 74-76.
22. Bridger to P. Chouteau and Company, December 10, 1843, quoted in Alter, Jim
Bridger, 209-10; Paul Chrisler Phillips, The Fur Trade (2 vols., Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1961),2: 528, 546-47, 555; Gowans and Campbell, Fort Bridger, 10-13;
Robert S. Ellison, Fort Bridger, Wyoming: A Brief History (Casper: The Historic Landmark
Commission of Wyoming, 1931), 10-13.
23. Bridger's own testimony seems to support this view. In 1878, Jim recalled that
he was engaged in the fur trade between 1840 and 1844 and that there were "a large
number of men and trappers in his empJoy." Bridger said that he had constructed his
fort as a "general depot for storing his furs and peltry." The post also allowed Jim to
conduct "a general trading business with trappers and Indians and in after years, during
the emigration to Oregon and California, with emigrants' by the overland route ..."
"Affidavit of James Bridger, Jackson County, Missouri, March 1, 1878," iv,S; in File:
"Bridger, James"; Box 7 of Accompanying Papers (HR 46A-Dl); 46th Congress; Records
of the House of Representatives, Record Group 233; National Archives, Washington,
D.C. (hereafter "Affidavit of James Bridger, March 1, 1878"). Chittenden mentions this
"Southwestern strategy" in his Yellcrwstone National Park, 51. Phillips gives it fuller voice
in The Fur Trade, 2: 528, 546-47.
24. In part because the American Fur Company was never popular among the
dwindling ranks of free trappers. Because of this unpopUlarity, Bridger found it difficult
to recruit men for company-backed brigades. Ibid., 2: 528, 546-47.
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Bridger, Louis Vasquez, and Henry Fraeb planned Fort Bridger between 1839 and 1841, well before a profitable immigrant trade emerged. 25
Moreover, Jim was no stranger to the Southwest. William Drummond Stewart says that he accompanied Bridger to!he mountains west
of Taos in 1834,26 and nine years later, Jim reportedly led a good-sized
trapping brigade throughout the West as far south as Chihuahua. 27
Perhaps trapping was only one of the objectives. In 1890, Jim's estate
lawyer claimed that Bridger had secured a 5,OOO-acre grant to colonize
the area around Fort Bridger, presumed to be on Mexican soiJ.28
Why the Southwest? Circumstances probably would dictate that
choice. Above all, Bridger loved life in the mountains. But in 1837, the
fur trade had nearly collapsed because of falling beaver prices and
over-trapping. 29 Furthermore, two economic empires virtually con25. Bridger and Vasquez could not have placed all their hopes on the immigrant
trade when they began to plan Fort Bridger in 1839. According to John Unruh, overland
immigration to Oregon and California totalled 13 in 1840; 58 in 1841; and 125 in 1842.
Not until the next year would these numbers approach 1,000. Unruh, Jr., The Plains
Across, 119 (Table 1).
26. William Drummond Stewart, Edward Warren, ed. Bart Barbour (Missoula, Montana: Mountain Press Publishing, 1986), 429n; Bernard DeVoto, Across the Wide Missouri
(Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1964), 404n.
27. Chittenden, Yellowstone National Park, 51; Phillips, The Fur Trade, 2: 528, 546-47,
555. Bridger told John W. Gunnison that he had traveled extensively through the region
"west of the Del Norte [Rio Grandel and north of the Gila River." Gunnison noted Jim's
descriptions of "gigantic ruins of masonry," where "trees have grown over the destroyed
towns, and fruits and nuts load their branches...." J. W. Gunnison, The Mormons, or
Latter-day Saints, in the Valley of the Great Salt Lake (Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott and Co.,
1856), 151-52.
28. Fort Bridger was situated south of the 42nd parallel. This line was one of many
discussed and debated northern boundaries separating Spanish-later Mexican-and
American territory. Phillips, The Fur Trade, 2: 546n. Bridger's estate lawyer, Charles M.
Carter, claimed that Jim's grant had been authorized by the governor of Chihuahua in
1843, but he produced no written evidence of this assertion. "Relief of Legal Representatives of James Bridger," U.S., 52nd Congress, 1st Session, 1890, Senate Report No. 625
[Serial 29131, 20. Jim offered another version. In 1878, he recalled a'meeting with Governor "Andreas Pico" (i.e. Pio Pico) of California, while visiting Los Angeles in January
1846. According to Bridger, the governor "authorized him to take possession of fifty
square miles in green river valley," with the understanding that Jim would settle fifty
American families on that tract. Because of war with Mexico, this "grant from the Mexican
federal Government could not be ratified." "Affidavit of James Bridger, March I, 1878,"
. v. During the 184Os, the Mexican government did open "unprecedented amounts of
public land to private development" on the northern frontier under terms similar to
those that Bridger cited. In such a receptive environment, Jim may very well have secured
an agreement, encouragement, or understanding from officials of both Chihuahua and
California. David J. Weber, The Mexican Frontier, 1821-1846: The American Southwest Under
Mexico (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1982), 182-83, 190-92.
29. FaIling prices reflected a fashion change in the European markets. Prior to the
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James Neall, c. 1890. From James
Neall, A Down Easter in the Far West:
The Reminiscences of James Neall in
Oregon & California, 1845-50, eds.
Martin Schmitt and K. Keith Richard (Ashland: Oregon Book Society,
1977).

trolled the remaining fur resources in the American West: the American
Fur Company, along the Missouri drainage; and the Hudson's Bay
Company, throughout the Columbia and Snake River waterways.30
That left Mexican Territory-Utah, Nevada, California, Arizona, and
New Mexico. With (or without) authorization from officials in Santa
Fe and Monterey, trapping and trading could be continued in that realm
of the frontier. 31
Whether "Old Gabe" prowled the Southwest in the 1840s is still a
matter of speculation,32 but to James Neall,there was no doubt. He had
mid-1830s, men's hats were made of beaver felt; after that, manufacturers turned to silk.
Russell, [oumal of a Trapper, vii.
30. David J. Wishart, The Fur Trade of the American West, 1807-1840: A Geographical
Synthesis (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1979), 148-52, 161-66.
31. Authorization in the form of licenses and less formal arrangements is discussed
in Weber, The Taos Trappers: The Fur Trade in the Far Southwest, 1540-1846 (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1971). Joseph Rutherford Walker made several trips to California and the Southwest after 1835 for the purpose of trading horses, abalone shells,
and other items. He also carried on an extensive trade with his wife's people, the
Shoshone Indians. His success in these ventures was probably not lost upon Bridger.
See Bil Gilbert, Westering Man: The Life of Joseph Walker (New York: Atheneum, 1983), 15373.
32, Alter, for example, argued that Bridger's knowledge of the Gila River country
and southern California was "undoubtedly Hearsay." In addition, Bancroft dismissed
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"spent many happy hours" listening to several of Bridger's mountain
associates as they related "their thrilling adventures by flood and field."33
Neall had wandered far afield to hear these stories. Born to a stern
Quaker family in North Berwick, Maine, on June 7, 1820, he grew up
in Amesbury, Massachusetts, with his equally devout grandparents.
At eighteen, he escaped the rigorous realities of religiously inspired
New England farm life to launch a business career in Philadelphia,
where he clerked until 1842, before going to work for George T. Brown
as a wholesale commission merchant. In common with many before
and since, he longed for a place where there was "no tailor or bootmaker
or board or working bells, [where he was] free to go and come whenever
fancy listed, the equal of any, no Sabbath breaking laws or tramals of
civilization that had bore on ... [him] so heavily in life."34
In December 1844, Neall began pursuit of his dream. Traveling to
New York, he arranged ship passage to Oregon, by way of Valparaiso,
Callao, and the Sandwich Islands. He financed part of this passage by
selling goods for the firm of B. N. Barton along the way. In Valparaiso,
while sampling the un-Quakerlike pleasures of such places, Neall began to meet acquaintances of Jim Bridger. Similar experiences would
continue after his arrival at Oregon City, in November 1845. For the
next two and one half years, he resided among a number of the extrappers settled on the Tualatin Plains. Neall learned quickly that "it
was always encouraging to these old fellows to have a good listener,"
for their "hair breadth ['scapes] and thrilling adventures lived over
again in the quiet of the chimney corner. . . ." "I was in clover," he
would recall later. 35
Neall's quiet idyll in "Rocky Mountain Retreat" gave way to a more
prosaic existence. In the winter of 1845-46, he established a land claim
of 640 acres on the Luckiamute River, and what began as a "rude log
cabin life, with no cares, troubles, or annoyances" gradually disintegrated into concerns about the need to "procure means to further our
improvement."36 To finance Eden, Neall returned overland to PhilaJim's alleged Mexican land grant with the statement that "there were no Spanish grants
in that region." Alter, Jim Bridger, 214-15; Hubert Howe Bancroft, History of Nevada,
Colorado, and Wyoming, 1540-1888 (San Francisco: The History Company, 1890), 684n.
33. James' Neall, A Down Easter in the Far West: The Reminiscences of James Neall in
Oregon & California 1845-50, eds. Martin Schmitt and K. Keith Richard (Ashland: Oregon
Book Society, 1977), 33.
34. Neall, A Down Easter in the Far West, iii-iv, 3-,5, 51-52.
35. Ibid., 7-36, 36-37 (quotation).
36. James Neall traveled to his claim near .what is now Falls' City, Polk County,
Oregon, with Osborne Russell---ex-mountain man, ex-judge, former executive officer of
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delphia late in 1848. Thereafter, his purpose gradually changed. In
January 1849, he secured financial backing from Edward M. Davis of
Philadelphia for a retail and wholesale venture in San Francisco. For
the next three years, Neall traveled the seas between those two places
and Oregon, in pursuit of various business matters. Then, on December
8, 1852, James married Hannah Lloyd, a Quaker, in Philadelphia. A
year later the NealIs traveled to San Francisco, where they started their
family, consisting of Maybelle Elizabeth (b. 1854), and James F. (b.
1856).37
Thereafter, success eluded Neall. Between 1855 and 1860, he lost
about $150,000 in various ventures. In 1860, the family moved to Auburn, California, so that James could oversee his controlling financial
interest in the Bear River Water and Mining Company. That concern
failed, too, and the NealIs returned permanently to San Francisco in
1869. For the next ten years, Neall worked variously as a bill collector,
clerk, and estate closer, earning minimal salaries. 38
Perhaps writing became an escape. Or, maybe Hannah inspired
James with her own poems and short stories published in Overland
Monthly and Hesperian. Possibly a "relish in the memory" of life in
Oregon encouraged James to recreate happier times. Whatever the
cause, Neall began to compose essays in 1878. In that year, he honored
Hubert Howe Bancroft's request to write two accounts of life in San
Francisco between 1849 and 1851. Then followed letters to newspapers,
such as the Alta California, along with short pieces on his Oregon and
California years. 39
Neall may have written "The Last Button on Gabe's Coat" before
1888, the year in which he finished his extended reminiscence. 4O "The
Last Button," reproduced below, is unique in two respects. First, it
offers that unusual conteI11porary eyewitness account of how Jim Bridger
the Oregon Provisional Government, and fellow"down-easter." The two men developed
a friendship while residing on the Tualatin Plains with another former trapper, Thomas
Newbanks. Russell also had a claim of 640 acres near Falls City. He and Neall shared a
cabin on Russell's land from the spring of 1846 until April 1848. Neall, A Down Easter
in the Far West, 39-43, 54-63; Russell, Journal of a Trapper, xi-xii.
37. Neall, A Down Easter in the Far West, iv, 66-130.
38. Ibid., iv-v.
39. Hannah Bridger, in tum, might have drawn inspiration from John Greenleaf
Whittier-a close friend. She also organized the first known Friends meeting on the
Pacific Coast, in San Francisco, on July 17, 1859. Ibid., iv.
40. Neall's autobiography was published eighty-nine years later as A Down Easter
in the Far West. He wrote the work mainly for the pleasure of his niece, Abigail Tredick, .
of Germantown, Pennsylvania, "the only relative to express an interest in his career."
Ibid., v-vi.
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earned the nickname "Old Gabe," an explanation that is suggestive,
though inconclusive. Second, Neall's essay explores the genesis of a
rare gambling phrase that, in turn, implies that Jim visited Mexican
Territory regularly in the 1840s. This information, of course, reinforces
the notion that Bridger's career in the Southwest was more extensive
than previous biographers have shown. Neall may even have published
"The Last Button" prior to his death on May 28, 1903. If so, the outlet
remains unidentified.
After his death, Neall's papers passed through the family to his
granddaughter, Marie Valentine Denervaud Dun. Upon her death in
1973, the family donated these documents to the University of Oregon
Library.41 An original four-page manuscript copy of "The Last Button
on Gabe's Coat" essay, in James Neall's hand, forms part of the Neall
Papers in the Dun Collection. The manuscript essay illustrates the
verbose prose style of many frontiersmen. Neall rarely described something in ten words when fifty would do. Nor did he differentiate consistently between such "thought arresters" as commas, periods, and
semicolons. In addition, he freely capitalized words, titles, and expressions. Occasionally, I have used a period to mark a logical break in
one of Neall's endless strings of thought. I have also employed textual
brackets to identify and set aside editorial interpretations and explanations. Otherwise, I have preserved Neall's style and grammar in my
transcription of "The Last Button on Gabe's Coat."
The editor gratefully acknowledges the advice, cooperation, and
support of Mrs. William J. Wolf, Neall's great-granddaughter, and Hilary Cummings, former curator of manuscripts, Special Collections,
University of Oregon Library.

"The Last Button on Gabe's Coat"
[by James Neall]
The above is a remark often heard by the Sporting fraternity as
one 'puts up' his last piece ina game of Chance and it is probable there
are but very few living who know the Origin of it;. how I came to
Master its history is a little Curious. In 1844 or 5 on my way to Oregon
41. Ibid., vi-vii.
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by the Barque Toulon 42 around Cape Horn, we put in to Valparaiso
S. AY for Supplies; stopping at the "0 hotel de Chili" Kept by Pollard
Townsend. 44 I was one evening invited by Pollard to join him and some
Naval officers in a little quiet game of "Draw"; About the close of the
sitting Pollard put up his last "Ante," saying 'here goes the last button
on "'Gabe's Coat." The expression was new and I remembered it.
Arriving in Oregon in Novr 1845 I went out to The Tualatin Plains 45

42. The Toulon, Captain Nathaniel V. Crosby commanding, anchored at Oregon
City, in November 1845. Until at least 1849, the Toulon made several cargo runs between
Oregon, San Francisco, and Hawaii. Ibid., 12,27-29; Sarah Fisher Henderson et aI., eds.,
"Correspondence of the Reverend Ezra Fisher, Pioneer Missionary of the American
Baptist Home Mission Society in Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, and Oregon," Oregon Historical
Quarterly, 16 (September 1915), 289n; E. W. Wright, ed., Lewis and Dryden's Marine History
of the Pacific Northwest (Portland, Oregon: Lewis and Dryden Printing, 1895), 22.
43. Valparaiso, Chile, was a "social, hospitable, polite" stop on the sea voyage
between East and West Coast ports. For ships' captains, the port offered opportunities
to replenish supplies and sell goods. For passengers, it broke the tedium of a long sea
voyage. After 1848, Valparaiso also became known for its bordellos, grog shops, and
gambling dens. Paul G. Merriam, "Riding the Wind: Cape Horn Passage to Oregon,
1840s-1850s," Oregon Historical Quarterly 77 (March 1976), 56; Oscar Lewis, Sea Routes to
the Gold Fields: The Migration By Water To California in 1849-1852 (New York: Alfred A.
Knopf, 1949), 147-49.
.
44. This is actually two different people: Aaron Pollard and, perhaps, Alfred A.
Townsend. Pollard was a resident of San Francisco in January 1849. He ran his own
auction and commission house for at least a few years in the 1850s and apparently
remained in San Francisco until August 1855. For most other times, his whereabouts
are a mystery. He may have been the "A. Pollard" mentioned as co-owner, with J. R.
Beard in 1859, of the Orleans Hotel in Sacramento. Frank Soule et aI., The Annals of San
Francisco, Together with the Continuation, Through 1855 (Palo Alto, California: Lewis Osborne, 1966), 822; "Continuation of the Annals of San Francisco, June 5 to August 12,
1855," California Historical Society Quarterly 15 (December 1936),376; Neall, A Down Easter
in the Far West, 15n; Charles E. DeLong, '''California's Bantam Cock' The Journals of
Charles E. DeLong, 1854-1863," ed. Carl I. Wheat, California Historical Society Quarterly
10 (March 1931), 40, 61n. Townsend is more obscure. In March 1847, Alfred A. Townsend
carried letters from Faxon Dean Atherton, of Valparaiso, to American consul Thomas
Larkin, at Monterey, California. Apparently, Townsend stayed in Monterey until 1848,
operating the "firm Townsend and Robinson, bakers and saloonkeepers." After tnat, he
"went to the mines." It is tempting to believe that he was the "Captain A. A. Townsend"
who founded the California mining town of Rough and Ready in the autumn of 1849.
Faxon Dean Atherton to Thomas Oliver Larkin, March 31, 1847, in Thomas Oliver Larkin,

The Larkin Papers: Personal, Business, and Official Correspondence of Thomas Oliver Larkin.
Merchant and United States Consul in California, ed. George P. Hammond (10 vols., Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1951-1964),6: 79; Hubert Howe Bancroft, California Pioneer
Register and Index, 1542-1848 ... (Baltimore: Regional Publishing, 1964), 359; Neall, A
Dawn Easter in the Far West, 15, 15n.
45. In 1840, the Tualatin Plains of western Oregon lured a handful of mountain
trappers to settle. By 1843, the rolls of "Rocky Mountain Retreat" included Joseph Gale,
Caleb Wilkins, Robert Newell, Osborne Russell, Joe Meek, Elbridge Trask, and George
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to winter, with an old Mountaineer & Rocky Mountain Trapper Thomas
Newbanks. 46 Through him I made the acquaintance of many of his old
associates; many an evening was spent in listening to their hair breadth
['scapes] by flood and field. They loved to live over again the exciting
scenes they had passed thru, more wonderful and romantic than those
of many a work of Fiction. In the course of one of these recitals the
expression "the last button on Gabe's Coat" fell..:...-Whereupon the
memory of Valparaiso and .Pollard flashed instantly upon my recollection and I asked for enlightenment, as I had heard it used before;
thereupon I was informed that Old Jim Bridger, for many years American Lord of the Rocky Mountains, whose Castle was Fort Bridger, was
accustomed to start out with his band of trappers for the haunts of the
Beaver and other fur bearing animals at long distances from the Fort,
at the proper season for the game, he in Command of the party gave
the time or order to "camp" and also to take up the line of march as a
Signal for "Striking Camp," he carried a french horn thru wh,ich he
sounded hi's order. This led to the remark, 'theres Gabe's Horn" in
allusion to the angel Gabriel, he was dubbed "Old Gabe." Returning
to the fort at the end of the hunting season and laying in a good supply
of buffalos meat for the long and vigorous approaching winter, Bridger
would go with a portion of his Companions into the more genial climate
of New Mexico to spend the winter, and enjoy themselves, with song
and dance & wine (aguadienteW and so dissipate the proceeds of the
hunt. 48
Ebbert. In general, the trappers viewed Oregon as more tolerant of their ways--specifically mixed marriages--than the eastern settlements. For a while, it was. See the following articles: Harvey E. Tobie, "Joseph L. Meek," 1: 328; "Caleb Wilkins," 3: 388-90;
"George Wood Ebbert," 4: 86-87; Kenneth Holmes, "Joseph Gale," 7: 110-11; Hafen,
ed., Mountain Men; see also Robert Newell, Robert Newell's Memoranda, 81.
46. Neall described Newbanks as a "nervous old man" of about sixty years of age,
in 1845. "Uncle Tom," as Neall referred to him, apparently was born in Virginia and
claimed to have trapped for "mimy years" in the Rocky Mountains. He had resided on
the Tualatin Plains since at least 1844, with his Shoshone (Snake) Indian wife, Mary.
Neall, A Down Easter in the Far West, 32-33; Leslie M. Scott, "First Taxpayers In Oregon,
1844," Oregon HistoricaL QuarterLy 31 (March 1930), 19.
47. There were two kinds of aguardiente. One version was made from grapes and
bore a strong resemblance to brandy. In New Mexico, this drink was known as "pass
whiskey," presumably because it was manufactured in El Paso. The other beverage was
apparently mezeal, a potent liquor derived from the bulb or root of the maguay. This
liquor was more popular-and probably more fun-than the brandy. James Josiah Webb,
Adventures in the Santa Fe Trade 1844-1847, ed.Ralph P. Bieber (Glendale, California:
Arthur·H. Clark, 1931), 119-20n.
48. Bridger spent little time at his fort. Business, in the form of trapping, trading,
and guiding, frequently kept him in the field. And then there was Santa Fe. That city,

178

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

APRIL 1991

It was Bridgers Custom when he· had exchanged his peItries for
Mexican Doubloons,49 was to cover them with buckskin and adorn his
skin coat with these as buttons. When indulging in the game of Monte, 50
he would quietly cut off a button, and with the change pursue his luck.
The betting was not heavy, and with varying luck time would pass
on, button by button periodically disappearing; his Companions Knew
that when Jim got 'broke' the order would be given to return to the
Mountains, which order they would fain have delayed as long as possible, and so those who were in the secret, watched the dissapearance
of the buttons with great interest, and when it came to the last one,
they dispairingly would say "there goes the last button on Gabe's
Coat"!!51 Warning them that the time of return to the Fort was at hand
[two lines missing in manuscript]
Meeting Pollard in San Francisco in 1849 and after congratulations
almost the first thing I asked him how in the world he came by that
phrase of "the last button on Gabe's Coat."
"Oh'said he "I got that when I was in the Rocky Mountains, with
Old Jim Bridger"[.]
and Taos, had long been favorite mountain man haunts. It is not hard to imagine Jim's
choice of winter in New Mexico over the cold, wind-swept plains of Black's Fork. lsmert,
"Jim Bridger," 94-95; Weber, The Taos Trappers, 1-11; Harvey Fergusson, Wolf Song (New
York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1927).
49. A gold Mexican coin worth from sixteen to twenty dollars in 1839. Josiah Gregg,
Commerce of the Prairies, ed. Max L. Moorhead (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1954), 298.
50. By the 1840s, gambling had evolved into a lucrative, illegal business in Santa
Fe. Fines levied on such juegos prohibidos as monte were evolving into something like a
critical source of municipal revenue. Consequently, the games were tolerated. Monte
was a Spanish export, played with a deck of forty cards, with suits of clubs, swords,
suns, and cups, numbered ace to seven, plus jack, horse, and king. The player won if
a card in his layout matched a "gate" card turned by the dealer. This rarely happened,
of course, thanks to "wax and Sand paper." Janet Lecompte, "La Tules and the Americans," Arizona and the West 20 (Autumn 1978), 218, 221-30; Robert K. DeArment, Knights
of the Green Cloth: The Saga of the Frontier Gamblers (Norman: University of Oklahoma
Press, 1982), 227, 231, 395-96n; John E. Sunder, ed., Matt Field on the Santa Fe Trail
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1960), 209n; Timothy Lee Wehrkamp, "Edward
Chambreau: His Autobiography" (doctoral dissertation, University of Oregon, 1976),
326.
51. This phrase might have been lost had Neall not recorded it. If Pollard, Townsend,
and Neall carried "the last button" to California, no contemporary chronicler recalled
having heard it at the gaming tables. Fur trapper turned "sport" Edward Chambreau
lived in Oregon shortly after Neall arrived there. Chambreau probably knew several of
the Tualatin Plains trappers. Nonetheless, his encyclopedic recall of gambling lore, personalities, and paraphernalia does not include any reference to "the last button," which
is not surprising since such phrases often enjoy a short existence with ties to specific
people, times, and places. Fortunately, Neall rescued "Gabe's buttons" from oblivion.

L. Bradford Prince: The Education of
a Gilded Age Politician
MARIA E. MONTOYA

In 1879, when L. Bradford Prince crossed the "Great American Desert"
on the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad to Santa Fe, he must
have thought that his journey from New York covered a distance vast
in more than just miles. For Prince, the newly appointed chief justice
of New Mexico Territory, the cultural distance between New Mexico
and the Long Island of his sophisticated legal practice was immense.
Unfortunately, Prince's first impression of New Mexico's inhabitants
came from racist, yet romantic sources such as W. W. H. Davis' £1
Gringo. As Prince's train glided across the empty, rolling landscape he
read that, "While Mexicans lack the courage and enterprise of our own
people, they neither possess the turbulent and uneasy spirit. They are
a peaceful and quiet race of people, and in their general disposition
are rather mild and amicable."l Drawing on his previous travels to New
Maria E. Montoya received a BA in history from Yale University and has completed
work towards a master's degree at the University of New Mexico. She is currently a
doctoral candidate in history at Yale University where she is writing her dissertation on
Patronism in New Mexico, 1848-1950.
1. William Watts Hart Davis, El Gringo: or New Mexico & Her People (New York:
Harper & Brothers, 1857), 88. Davis was one of the first U.S. government officials to
visit New Mexico and report on its people, government, and customs. Harvey Fergusson
in an introduction to a later edition said of this Victorian American, "his naive and
beautiful smugness never keeps him from recording the fact or the details with precision."
See also Diary entry, February 4, 1879, Diaries and Notebooks Folder, Prince Papers,
New Mexico State Records Center and Archives, Santa Fe (hereafter cited as Prince
Papers).
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L. Bradford Prince. Photo courtesy
of Museum of New Mexico.

Mexico, Davis painted a picture of a naive and pre-industrial people
who were easily controlled if handled properly. Former U.s. Attorney
Davis' account of life in Santa Fe fascinated and appealed to Prince
because in many respects Prince's journey to New Mexico was a flight
from the rough-and-tumble democracy of the newly urbanized and
GildedAge America. No doubt, as he sat on the train reading, Prince
looked forward to his arrival in pastoral New Mexico and the beginning
of his new career as chief justice of the territorial Supreme Court.
Prince thought that his life had finally fallen into place. Not only
had he received his prestigious appointment from President Rutherford
B.. Hayes, but Hattie Childs had just agreed to marry him the following
summer. Most important, however, he had overcome his earlier clash
with Roscoe Conkling's New York political machine, and he was back
into politics, even if 2,000 miles from New York. Santa Fe, New Mexico,
seemed like an appropriate location for a prospering new career in a
romantic new setting. 2
An enigmatic and extremely private figure, LeBaron Bradford Prince
has eluded historians of New Mexico. Although historical sources do
not reveal that Prince played a more prominent role than did other
2. Diary entry, February 5, 6, 1879, Prince Papers.
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New Mexicans in the campaign for statehood, he somehow acquired
the title of the "Father of Statehood."3 Prince did wax most eloquently
about the legal as well as the philosophical reasons for New Mexicans
deserving to become citizens of the United States, but his relatively
minor contribution is hardly his most significant political act. Unfortunately, historians have ignored Prince's larger importance as a transition figure between the machine politics of the Gilded Age and the
more populistic reformers associated with Progressivism. Because of
this confusion and misinterpretation of Prince's role in New Mexico
history, a reexamination of the territorial governor's life is essential to
understand the political and cultural development of territorial New
Mexico.
Born in Flushing, New York, in 1840, L. Bradford Prince came from
the long-standing Prince family of Long Island, who for three generations had been prominent horticulturists and'successful nurserymen.
He also prided himself on being able to trace back his patrician background from his mother, Charlotte Goodwin Collins, to Governor William Bradford of Mayflower fame.
On the other hand, Bradford's father, William Prince, was somewhat eccentric and often ensnared in scandal. In 1835, William Prince
and his brother took over the nursery from their father. At William's
insistence the nursery invested in mulberry bushes and silk worms,
but the project was a failure, from which the family business never
financially recovered. Then in 1849, when Bradford was only seven
years old, William Prince caught gold fever and left for California,
staying away from his family and business for four years. He returned
penniless, with but a few experimental plants he had gathered in his
travels through the American Southwest and northern Mexico. Since
experiments with these plants proved unsuccessful in the Long Island
climate, William spent the remainder of his life, until 1869, tied to his
3. The only monographic treatment of the Territorial Governor is Walter J. Donlon,
"LeBaron Bradford Prince, Chief Justice and Governor of New Mexico Territory, 18791893" (doctoral dissertation, University of New Mexico. 1967). Other short treatments
of Prince can be found in Cynthia Secor-Welsh, "Governor Miguel A. Otero, 1897-1906:
Agent for Change," (master's thesis, University of New Mexico, 1982); Robert'Rosenbaum, Mexicano Resistance in the Southwest: "The Sacred Right of Self-Preservation" (Austin:
University of Texas Press, 1981), 109-30; Robert W. Larson, Ne-zv Mexico Populism: A Study
of Radical Protest in a Western Territory (Boulder: Colorado Associated University Press,
1974), 70-149; Larson, New Mexico's Quest for Statehood 1846-1912 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1968), 143-90; Howard Roberts Lamar, The Far Southwest
1846-1912 A Territorial History (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1966), 147-98; Lamar,
"Edmund G. Ross as Governor of New Mexico Territory, A Reappraisal," Ne-zv Mexico
Historical Review 36 (July 1961), 177-209,
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failing business and deeply involved in spiritualism. 4 Perhaps this mismatched combination of patrician mother and adventurous father explains how L. Bradford Prince acquired his often puzzling approach
to life.
Nominally involved in his father's nursery, Bradford Prince decided instead to pursue a career in public life. After graduating from
Columbia Law School with honors in 1866, he immediately embarked
on a career in state politics. Although a Republican in a strongly Democratic district, his progressive and "anti-Boss" politics won him great
popularity and respect. He served in the New York State Assembly
from 1871 to 1875 and then from 1876 to 1877 in the State Senate. One
of Prince's most noted political achievements occurred in 1876. While
serving on the State Senate Judiciary Committee, Prince instigated
impeachment proceedings against three corrupt New York State judges:
George B. Barnard, Albert Cordozo, and George McKunn, all of whom
were accused of "impropriety in office." Prince led the fact-finding stage
of the inquiry and then spearheaded the prosecution of the judges.
Within six months, he and his colleagues had succeeded in removing
the judges from office, proclaiming, somewhat prematurely, that "judicial reform in the state of New York [was] complete."s
Prince's conflicts with government corruption and New York bossism changed dramatically when he and New York Republican party
leader Roscoe Conkling began quarrelling openly about Prince's reform
activities. This break eventually led to Prince's premature departure
from New York politics. During themid~1870s, through the use of
official New York Customs House monies, Conkli~g ran a lucrative
governmental patronage syndicate that Prince opposed. To show his
dissatisfaction with the Conkling machine, Prince, as a delegate to the
Republican National Convention, supported reformer Rutherford B.
Hayes in the 1876 presidential election, opposing Conkling's choices
of either a third term for President U. S. Grant or the nomination of
James G. Blaine, the notoriously corrupt Maine politician. The Republican convention, reacting to the criticism of Grant's corruption-ridden
second term, chose the reformer Hayes over Blaine. Finally, in the
controversial election of 1876, Hayes was elected president over Democrat Samuel J. Tilden. One of Hayes' primary goals was to clean up
the corruption at the New York Customs House, which he inaugurated
4. Dumas Malone, ed., Dictionary of American Biography (20 vols., New York: Scribner's Sons, 1935), 15: 229-30.
5. "Biography, Political Issues," expandable file 1, Prince Papers; Flushing Evening
Journal, June 6, 1905, p. 2.
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by appointing the reform-minded Carl A. Schurz to head the Department of the Interior. 6
Schurz' first action was to remove Conkling's man, Chester A.
Arthur, from head of the Customs House post, replacing Arthur and
his cronies with the elder Theodore Roosevelt and L. Bradford Prince.
These two new appointees, however, had to win confirmation by the
Senate Committee of Commerce, which Roscoe Conkling chaired.
Conkling, seizing the opportunity to keep Arthur in office and to get
even with Prince, successfully blocked both appointments.? Although
Hayes and Schurz eventually succeeded in removing Arthur and replacing him with Silas Burt, Prince's New York political career was in
ruin because of Conkling's strong opposition. After his defeat, Prince
retreated from politics and settled into a New York law practice.
Prince illustrates the late nineteenth-century, good government
reformer who placed the eradication of machine patronage and graft
at the center of their political agendas. Typically blue-blooded and welleducated professionals, these civil-service reformers espoused a government run by patrician elites motivated by noblesse oblige and free
from precinct captains, ward bosses, or bribes. Prince exemplifies the
precarious position of such reformers: lacking the populist zeal !of a
later William Jennings Bryan or the enthusiasm of a Teddy Roosevelt,
these "gentleman-reformers" faced extraordinary obstacles in trying to
wield political clout against political bosses with strong ethnic constituencies. Instead, many civil-service reformers wen~ the way of Henry
Adams and retreated into a dignified world of scholarship and criticism
of government, away from the arena of electoral politics that had no
place for them. Prince took a different route, however, and in leadership
of the territorial system he found his niche as a political appointee. In
the western empire of the United States he believed he had located a
region free from the messy ethnic democracy of political bosses and
the raucous popularity of progressives. Prince regarded the western
frontier as a place where he could live out his patrician dream.
Immediately after the Conkling affair, President Hayes, in recognition of Prince's support, asked him if he would accept appointment
as governor of Idaho Territory. Prince thought about the position, and,
so the story goes, decided to visit the Idaho territorial delegate to
Congress. According to Frank W. Clancey, Prince "conceived a prejudice against Idaho, after calling upon the.delegate from the territory,
6. Donald B. Chidsey, The Gentleman from New Y()rk: A Life of Roscoe Conkling (New
Haven: 'Yale University Press, 1935), 240.
7. Ibid., 250-51.
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and finding him without shoes and with his wool-clad feet obtrusively
elevated to a highly unornamental position, and he [Prince] declined
the appointment."B Clearly, Prince possessed a refined eastern and
somewhat aristocratic propriety that often made him wary of frontier
homespun manners.
Two years later, however, Hayes offered Prince another post as
chief justice of the Supreme Court of the Territory of New Mexico and
Prince accepted. Why Prince believed New Mexico was more "civilized"
and why he was more willing to travel to the Southwest remains unclear. He probably preferred, however, the prestige of the court over
the tainted world of governmental politics. In any event, Prince's close
friend, Episcopal minister Joseph Beers, sent Prince off to the territory
with best wishes and a charge to "promote the best interests of the
Church of Christ in that needy region." Prince, remembering the charge
by Beers, continued an active member of the Episcopal church and is
still revered by many New Mexico Episcopalians as the founder of the
church in this state. In typicallate-nineteenth-century ignorance, however, Beers also warned Prince to "take care of your scalp, don't let
the Injuns take it away, it would despoil your beauty and mar your
visage, besides inflicting temporary discomfort upon yoU."9
Prince rode the train for seven days from New York City to Trinidad, Colorado, where the line ended. At Trinidad he boarded a stagecoach bound for Santa Fe. In Bradford Prince's typically laconic manner,
he described his first reaction to the Territory: "Left Trinidad on coach.
Jammed in. Very Rough. Over Raton Pass. Splendid view. Cold. Much
snow on ground." On the following day he reported, "At night caught
in drift. Had to get out and beat a track." Although Prince's first impression of New Mexico was less than inviting, he would pursue his new
position with the same efficiency and aggressiveness that characterized
his earlier career in New York. On the very day he arrived in Santa
Fe, he opened court. Prince's journal of 1879 shows that he often held
court from 8 a.m. until 11 p.m., with only one-hour breaks for lunch
and dinner. Within six months Prince had cleared the large backlog of
cases, earning a reputation as one of the most efficient and fairest
judges in the territory. 10
8. Frank W. Clancey, In Memory of L. Bradford Prince (Santa Fe: Historical Society of
New Mexico, 1923), 5.
9. Joseph Beers to Prince, January 29, 1879, Prince Family Papers, reel 14, Special
Collections, Zimmerman Library, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, New Mexico.
10. Diary entry, February 6, 7, 1879, Prince Papers; Arie William Poldervaart, BlackRobed Justice (Santa Fe: Historical Society of New Mexico, 1948), 111-13.
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At the end of his first year in office, Prince returned to New York
to marry Hattie Anna Estelle Childs, the daughter of a prominent New
York medical doctor who by all accounts was "bright and charming."
On Prince's wedding day, he wrote, "Office in a.m. Succeeded in getting to Brooklyn by 3, by carriage-belongings on boat. Married at
Grace Church, Brooklyn to Hattie Anna Estelle Childs. Nice Lunch at
Col. Tucker's[.] Left on Aft. Boat for Phili. No valise." One notes that
the most memorable event of Prince's wedding day was that the couple
had lost their suitcase in the course of their travelsY
After a brief honeymoon in Philadelphia and Washington D.C.,
the couple returned to New Mexico. Unfortunately, Hattie "caught
cold" on December 28, and on the next day Prince wrote, "Hattie sickneuralgia-doctor tomorrow. "12 Hattie, however, never recovered from
her illness. The cold and rough trip to New Mexico had been injurious
to her health, and tragically she died three months later in Santa Fe.
After 1879, Prince stopped keeping a diary, so there are no clues about
his feelings or their relationship. But less than two years later he returned to New York and married an old family friend, Mary Catherine
Bruckle Beardsley. She proved more sturdy than the first Mrs. Prince
and served her husband well as an astute political colleague. Mary
Catherine Prince was an aggressive woman, perhaps more so than h~r
husband, who pushed Bradford's political career forward by using her
own New York political clout, as well as by creating a "Santa Fe society"
that would appreciate her husband.
The Princes remained in New Mexico for another year until Prince
ran into political trouble with factions of-the Santa Fe Ring, led by
Stephen Dorsey. Apparently, the ring tried to remove Prince because
he would not help in their attempts to gain political and economic
control over New Mexico. After President James A. Garfield's inauguration, an investigation was launched under Attorney General Benjamin Harris Brewster to answer the charges of misconduct against
Prince. Although nothing was ever proven, Prince reluctantly resigned
from office and was replaced, suspiciously, with Samuel B. Axtell, former territorial governor and noted ring member.
Corrupt "spoils politics" continued to trouble Prince even in the
West. Dorsey and the Santa Fe Ring, however, differed in crucial respects from Conkling's machine. Where Conkling had a large constit11. Devens to Prince, March 6, 1880, Governor's Papers, L. Bradford Prince, Territorial Archives of New Mexico, New Mexico State Records Center and Archives, Santa
Fe; Diary entry, December 1, 1879, Prince Papers.
12. Diary entries, December 19, 28, 1879, Prince Papers.
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Will Prince in his father's study. Photo courtesy of Museum of New Mexico.

uency of petty henchmen and local loyalties to support him, the ring
had only a handful of well-placed government officials, businessmen,
and lawyers. Prince's best ally against Conkling had been the federal
government: President Hayes and Carl Schurz had thrown out Prince's
enemies from the New York Customs House. In New Mexico, however,
the federal government proved to be Prince's enemy and the ring's
ally: the detachment of the federal government from local corruption
that destroyed Conkling simultaneously kept the federal government
ignorant of the fabricated charges against Prince. Indeed, the Santa Fe
Ring represented a new western form of boss politics-a federal boss
system in which a distant, central government became a tool for local
bosses to reap spoils without an elaborate local political machine. This
"federal boss system" would dog Prince in New Mexico just as Conkling's local machine had dogged him in New York.
Despite these political defeats, the Princes decided to stay in New
Mexico and settled in Santa Fe. In both 1882 and 1884 Prince returned
to the world of electoral politics and ran unsuccessfully for territorial
delegate to Congress on the Republican ticket. Finally, in 1889, after
six months of lobbying in Washington, D.C., Prince was appointed
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governor of the Territory of New Mexico by President Benjamin Harrison.
Prince's appointment was greeted with acclaim. A reporter for the
Social Independent Advocate wrote of Prince that he was "a man of ability;
thoroughly honest, industrious and enterprising. No man is more thoroughly acquainted with the wants and desires of the people of New
Mexico, and we feel assured that he will make an excellent governor. "13
During Prince's campaigning for the governorship, no one mentioned
the Brewster investigation; perhaps people attributed the incident to
partisan, political machinations.
During his term as governor, Prince wanted more than anything
else to attain statehood for New Mexico. That task, however, was much
easier said than done. Although a vocal group, mostly Republicans,
supported the move, New Mexico had not petitioned Congress for
statehood in fifteen years. Above all, extreme racial prejudice against
the territory's residents by the rest of the United States had halted
earlier statehood moves. The Chicago Tribune, for example, said of New
Mexicans: they were "not American, but 'Greaser' persons ignorant of
our laws, manners, customs, language, and institutions," and "grossly
illiterate and superstitious."14 These prejudices surfaced politically when
opponents of statehood pointed out that New Mexico had no public
school system, that the territory was embroiled in numerous land tenure disputes, and that its leaders were not sufficiently organized to
write a constitution.
Partisan national politics also played a crucial part in the controversy over New Mexico's entrance into the Union. In 1888 it had become
clear that the Dakotas, Washington, and Montana would be admitted
to the Union, probably as Republican states. But the Democrats, who
had lost control of the House in the 1888 election, were anxious to take
a gamble by admitting a Democratic New Mexico. After a year of political maneuvers and counterattacks, however, statehood for New Mexico
was dropped from the Omnibus bill at the insistence of the Republicans
and the territory once again denied its rights guaranteed by the Treaty
of Guadalupe Hidalgo. ls
Prince quickly mobilized a new effort after the Congressional defeat of New Mexico statehood, calling for the election of delegates to
13. Social Independent Advocate, April 6, 1889, Prince folder, Marian Dargan Papers,
Special Collections, University of New Mexico.
14. Chicago Tribune, January 10, 1889, as quoted in Larson, New Mexico's Quest for
Statehood, 148.
15. Larson, New Mexico's Quest for Statehood, 155.
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a Constitutional Convention that would meet in November 1889. Unfortunately, the Democrats and Republicans vehemently disagreed over
the apportionment of the districts, each, of course, wanting to gerrymander a winning majority. When no satisfactory agreement was
reached, Democrats encouraged people not to vote, and then most
Democrats elected refused to participate in the framing of the Constitution. Only fifty-one of the seventy~three delegates appeared at the
convention. Distressed by Democratic opposition and conscious that
Washington was watching, Prince wrote to C. H. Gildersleeve, Democratic party whip, asking him to return to New Mexico because "your
people are acting as badly as possible, and unless you come and put
some sense into them, we will be criticized all over the country." Although a strong advocate of statehood, Gildersleeve chose not to dissuade his party from undermining the Constitution of 1889. 16
At Prince's bidding, Republicans continued the process and produced an extremely controversial Constitution with a much amended
Public School bill, as well as a 1 percent property tax. This low rate of
taxation protected the extensive holdings of the influential Santa Fe
Ring. One paper even labeled these efforts the "Tom-Cat Constitution"
after one ring leader, Thomas B. Catron. I? When the Constitution was
taken to the people for ratification, it was soundly defeated: 16,000 to
7,493. Once again, statehood was postponed. Once again New Mexicans were relegated to what Prince termed "second-class citizenship."
Prince's annual report to the secretary of the interior in 1890 carefully explained the reasons for the defeat of the Constitution. He argued
that the voting did not suggest that New Mexicans wanted to remain
out of the Union. Instead, Prince turned the tables on the federal
government, placing blame not on New Mexicans but on the U.S.
Congress, which had failed to admit New Mexico in 1888. "This refusal
to admit," he wrote, "has forced us to recognize that there is a prejudice
in the older states against New Mexico, which, although based solely
on ignorance of our condition yet is none the less powerful and injurious."18
Obviously, L. Bradford Prince had matured in his understanding
of New Mexico and her people since that day, ten years ago, when he
sat on the train reading El Gringo. Contrary to Davis' observation that
16. Lamar, Far Southwest, 188; Prince to C. H. Gildersleeve, July 13, 1889, Contemporary Issues folder 6, Prince Papers.
17. Lamar, Far Southwest, 189.
18. "Report to the Secretary of the Interior, 1890-1891," frames 297, 336, reel 121,
Governor's Papers, L. Bradford Prince, Territorial Archives of New Mexico.
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the natives "should be [shown] compassion rather than shunned because of their degraded condition,"19 Prince found that New Mexicans
were neither naive nor pitiful. He argued that they, like other U.s.
citizens, deserved the benefits derived from statehood.
Prince wanted statehood because he believed that act would help
end the inherent corruption of the territorial system. In his dealings
with Stephen Dorsey, Thomas B. Catron, Stephen B. Elkins, and the
rest of the Santa Fe Ring, Prince encountered first hand the iron fist
of the ring's power in New Mexico. Once he recognized the ring's
control, he planned to fight it in the same way he had fought against
Conkling's dominion. By allowing the territory's residents to choose
their own political leaders, Prince hoped he could undercut the Santa
Fe Ring's power, which was based on federal appointments and land
speculation. Unfortunately, for Prince, neither his personal charisma
nor his organizational skills were a match for his dualistic goals for
democracy; like other "goo-goos" or "good government" men, Prince
was unable to master the democratic process that he endorsed.
In defending New Mexico's right to statehood, Prince was defending his vision of democracy-a democracy free of factions, selfinterest, or party rancor. Here, Prince patently distorted reality. For
instance, in his report of 1890 to the secretary of interior, Prince blamed
New Mexico's territorial status on Congressional inaction and claimed
that the territory had been "proceeding in a dignified manner to perfect
every preliminary that could possibly be required as a prerequisite to
admission." Prince thought that New Mexicans had gone beyond what
was necessary. Now, he stated further, not New Mexicans but Congress
had to acknowledge "the responsibility of their deprivation of the right
of self-government."zo His claims obviously ignored the earlier undignified party squabbles that surrounded the Constitutional Convention
and the doubtful legitimacy of that process in which 30 percent of the
elect~d delegates refused to participate. Nevertheless, Prince was convinced that the territory was willing and prepared to embrace the right
of self-government; New Mexicans deserved finally to exercise their
long-overdue rights.
Prince was likewise quick to expound on the cultural harmony
and unity that he believed characterized' New Mexico. By painting a
picture for Washington D.C. of subdued Indians and capable, "Americanized" Hispanics, Prince wanted to rebut nativist stereotypes of New
19. Davis, EI Gringo, introduction.
20. "Report to the Secretary of the Interior," 1889, frame 293, 1890, frame 313, reel
I
121, Territorial Archives of New Mexico.
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Mexicans as lazy, superstitious, and "un-American." Instead, he created another more benign but still false picture o( New Mexico-a New
Mexico free of racial or ethnic tensions, in which different cultures,
without strife or resentment, labored side by side for the common good.
For example, in 1889 Prince reported that "the pueblos are the same
industrious moral and orderly people that they were when first seen
by Cabeza de Baca, three and a half centuries ago. u21 By invoking
preconquest mythology, Prince tried to paper over the reality that many
Native Americans and Hispanic New Mexicans, with justification, regarded themselves as a conquered people in an occupied territory.
This is not to suggest that Prince was insincere in his desire to
alleviate ethnic resentment. In fact, early in his tenure as governor,
Prince wrote a letter to President Benjamin Harrison requesting that
more native New Mexicans be appointed to territorial offices. "I beg
to ask your careful consideration of this matter," he wrote in July of
1889, "feeling assured that both justice and policy require some such
recognition. u22 Furthermore, when the first public school system was
established in 1891, Prince, in the spirit of his request, appointed a
Catholic Hispanic, Amado Chavez, to the post of territorial superintendent of schools. This appointment helped alleviate the fears of the
territory's Catholics that the government would usurp all authority
over education. Chavez proved a successful bureaucrat and was reappointed by Governors William T. Thornton and Miguel A. Otero. 23
Clearly, Prince wanted outsiders to believe that all intra-territorial
squabbles were settled and that a united, multicultural people were
asking for statehood. In reality, however, this was not the case.
Even while Prince wrote and spoke eloquently about the supposed
peace and unity of New Mexico territory, two serious altercations marred
his tenure as governor. The most problematic one, although not directly
aimed at Prince or his government, came from Las Corms Blancas (the
White Caps), who terrorized the eastern counties of New Mexico by
cutting fences and vandalizing Anglo homesteads. At first, Prince tried
to ignore the distant situation, but by late 1890 the compl,aints to the
Department of the Interior were so numerous that Prince was asked
to launch an investigation into the violence. 24
21.
22.
Papers.
23.
of New
24.

Ibid., 303.

Prince to President Harrison, July 10, 1889, Current Issues, folder 3, Prince
Thomas C. Donnelly, The Government of New Mexico (Albuquerque: University
Mexico Press, 1947), 185.
Rosenbaum, Mexicano Resistance, 109.
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Las Corras Blancas was a grassroots organization led by Juan Jpse
Herrera, 'a native from San Miguel County, where most of the violence
occurred. "Building on a sense of ethnic and class identification that
grew stronger in the face of racial slurs and economic threats," historian
Robert Rosenbaum wrote, "Herrera forged a movement out of tradi~
tionaI materials of hispanic culture."25 Las Corras Blancas agitated for
a return to the traditional use of land (e.g., subsistence farming and
sheep grazing) and dignified wage labor, the latter demand illustrating
the group's affiliation with the Knights of Labor. Their agitations were
somewhat effective: Prince was unable to mobilize a popular movement
against them or to convict any member. When the violence eventually
subsided, Las Corras Blancas turned to political agitation by forming
£1 Partido del Pueblo Unido, an influential Hispanic political force in
the territory.
Prince's inability to control the general populace in the countryside
matched his frustration in his struggle to control his own party's personnel. Indeed, Republican infighting and disunity constantly hampered Prince's proposals for reforms. Sensing the hostility of his enemies,
particularly that of people associated with the Santa Fe Ring, Prince .
declared that "it is the curse of this country that political prejudices
run $0 high."26 As the power of the Santa Fe Ring waned to its nadir,
political squabbles within the syndicate began to take their toll on the
Republican party. Especially hostile towards and fearful of Thomas B.
<;:atron, Prince anxiously sought to keep him out of power. In 1892,
when Catron ran for territorial delegate to Congress, Prince published
a brief attacking Catron, "The Enemy of Progress," in which Prince
portrayed his opponent as a self-serving man who had neither loyalty
to the people nor concern for the development of New Mexico. "His
will has been to crush out all enterprise in which he was given no
share" wrote Prince. "If he had never seen New Mexico we should
today have much more population, more farms, more factories, more
improvements of all kinds and our laws would have been modernized
long ago." Although Prince's fulmination attracted few followers, the
document reveals the same hatred for corruption that he exhibited
when attacking Conkling and recalls his intense paranoia of and hostility towards machine politics in general, .and Catron in particular.
Prince concluded, "To increase his [Catron's] power is a blow to prog-

25. Ibid., 124.

26. As quoted in Lamar, Far Southwest, 192.
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ress.,m Despite Prince's appeals, however, Catron won his election
handily.
In an earlier letter to Gildersleeve, Prince voiced another of his
deep concerns: that without statehood "every chance of a Land Grant
Bill will be destroyed, and values of real estate will be reduced to
nothing. "28 Prince believed that the land grant issue and the settlement
of private land claims were integral to the attainment of statehood and
the profitable development of New Mexico. In all of his official reports
to the secretary of the interior, Prince's first item of concern was always
the problem of fraudulent land titles, an issue closely associated with
late-nineteenth-century New Mexico.
Prince lobbied Congress for, and they eventually established, a
"Court of Private Land Claims," which was charged with deciphering
land titles and the extent of legal acreage. He had blamed Congress
and the president for New Mexico's land tenure problems because of
their inability to establish a clear and consistent policy for resolving
land grant disputes and regulating the public domain. Prince charged,
"If the matter had been left to be settled in the local courts, as similar
questions would be adjusted in the older states, no great difficulty
would have ensued and titles would have been determined a quarter
century ago, but the U.S. chose to claim, that all titles were invalid.... "29 Prince believed that the U.S. territorial system stripped
all power from local courts to adjudicate land claims and placed land
grant matters in the hands of corrupt and interested federal officials,
particularly the surveyor general who was more often than not a tool
of the Santa Fe Ring. The government, through the bidding of the ring
and contrary to the stipulations of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo,
had deprived New Mexicans of both their right to defend their land
titles, as well as of their right to self-government. Prince thought that
statehood would solve land grant problems and make New Mexicans
, into good American citizens.
What remains unclear is why Prince was convinced that local control of the government would deter the Santa Fe Ring. If this sophisticated group of men were able to manipulate federal policy, would
not manipulation of local authority be much easier? Prince, however,
probably believed that "gentlemen-reformers" like himself could wrest
27. "Enemy of Progress," Catron File '1, Prince Papers,
28. Prince to C. H. Gildersleeve, July 13,1889, Contemporary Issues, folder 6, Prince
Papers.
29, "Governor's Report to the Secretary of the Interior, 1890," folder 6, Prince Papers.
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control from the likes of the ring and bring order as well as progress
to the state.
Governor L. Bradford Prince was a complex and manipulative
character who could eloquently portray a territory blessed with unity,
prosperity, and preparation for statehood, but who could not admit
that the area's residents lived amidst contradiction, politiCal confusion,
and poverty. Prince was also a stoic who masked his personal grief yet
who was a passionate political maneuverer. An easterner in a frontier
environment, Prince sought to mold New Mexican politics to fit his
patrician ideals of American political, cultural, and social life. These
contradictions in his character were at the foundation of his major
politicaUeud with Miguel A. Otero.
Prince served only one term as governor and was then ,replaced
by William T. Thornton, who was appointed by the Democratic President Grover Cleveland. After two unsuccessful campaign bids for the
office of territorial delegate to Congress in the 1890s, Prince turned his
energies to electing a Republican president so he could lobby for a
second term as governor. Ironically, although William A. McKinley was
elected, he did not appoint Prince as territorial governor of New Mexico. That honor went, surprisingly, to Miguel A. Otero, a young, relatively inexperienced New Mexican who had earlier met and impressed
the president. 30 Prince felt slighted and opposed Otero's nomination,
believing that his inexperience would make him prey for the many
political factions in Santa Fe. Both historians and contemporaries of
Prince have suggested that his opposition to Otero was ethnically based. 31
But Prince's previous appointments, coupled with his support of Pedro
Perea, a loyal Republican and a compromise candidate, complicate such
one-dimensional interpretations. Although critics of Prince labeled him
a racist, he was in actuality a Republican party man.
In March 1897, just prior to McKinley's inauguration, Prince wrote
Otero a friendly and informative letter discussing political manueverings in Washington. The letter implied that Otero supported Prince
.for the governorship, or at the very least, that Prince had a chance of
attaining Otero's support. "I am very sorry that you and your friends
felt any hesitation as to signing the paper which you had," wrote
Prince, "as it had been arranged expressly by General Bartlett for sig30. For Otero's account of his appointment, see Miguel A. Otero, My Nine Years as
Governor of the Territory of New Mexico 1897-1906 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1940). 1-27.
31. For example, Victor Westphall, Thomas Benton Catron and His Era (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1973), 271-75.
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nature by those who might be committed in other directions as to the
governorship."32 One of the few extant letters between Prince and
Otero, it contains no hint of aggression or fighting.
McKinley's appointment of the territorial governor in 1897 was a
long-awaited and long-planned-for decision. To support his candidacy,
Prince published and distributed to Congressional members and lobbyists "Extracts from Documents on file in the Department of the Interior Favoring the Reappointment of L. Bradford Prince." The pamphlet
excerpted flattering quotations from nearly all of the 109 letters on file
that advocated his reappointment. The authors varied from old New
York cronies to New Mexican politicos and Episcopal church officials.J3
Both Prince and his wife Catherine were serious and unrelenting in
his quest for a second term as governor. Even his letter to Otero, a
possible political foe, suggests the extent that they were willing to go
to achieve their goal. Furthermore, on the same day that Prince wrote
to Otero, he also solicited support from an unnamed Republican:
I know him [Mr. Bliss, secretary of the interior] very slightly myself
and the object of this note is to ask if you will kindly write to him
asking his friendly aid with the President, in securing my reappointment, and saying that it will gratify many old friends among
New York Republicans. This I am sure would have much influence
with him, and will greatly oblige. 34
Clearly, then, Prince consciously pulled every last string and called in
each political debt to assure his appointment by McKinley. But all his
efforts were in vain.
When the animosity between Prince and Otero broke out is unclear, but four years later there was obviously mutual hatred. In 1901
Prince wrote of Otero,
A striking illustration of this unfortunate territorial condition is
seen, right now, in New Mexico, where the people are suffering
under an improper man as Governor. His name is Otero, the son
32. Prince to Otero, March 8, 1897 (on Republican Central Committee of New Mexico
stationary), PoliticalIssues, file 1, expandable file 1, Prince Papers.
33. "Extracts from Documents on File in the Department of the Interior Favoring
the Reappointment of L. Bradford Prince," Political Issues, folder 1, expandable file 1,
Prince Papers.
34. Prince to _ _ ,March 8, 1897 (on Republican Central Committee of New
Mexico stationary), Political Issues, file 1, expandable file 1, Prince Papers.
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of a Mexican father and American mother, and possessed, as those
thus born are apt to be, of the worse qualities of both races. 35
Prince's swipes at Otero and his administration reveal that Prince had
abandoned his high standards of political"propriety and grace and had
allowed himself to be guilty of character assassination. Prince handled
the Otero situation opposite from how he had dealt with Roscoe Conkling in New York. With Conkling, he let the facts speak for themselves,
but with Otero, he resorted to mud-slinging.
The extremes to which Prince went to attain the governorship and
his disappointment and frustration at seeing the young Otero appointed over an old political war-horse like himself are understandable
but unacceptable. Furthermore, after McKinley's assassination and the
rise of Theodore Roosevelt to the presidency and when Otero came
up for re-appointment, the Princes tried to block Otero's renomination
with the same vigorous opposition they exhibited in 1897. Prince again
used character attacks, which, although in part truthful, were usually
blown out of proportion.
One such example was Prince's publication, "One of Otero's Appointees," a provocative account of George Prichard, the district attorney, who had supposedly seduced and impregnated Genoveva
Casados of Mora County. The brief stated that although Prichgrd was
holding court in Mora County, he boarded at the house of Manuel
Casados, whose daughter was the victim of this "handsome, experienced, glib talker without principle." The article further claimed that
even though Genoveva "had 120 letters, full of affection and promises,"
Prichard left her, married in California, and brought his new wife back
to live in Mora County, breaking the young Genoveva's heart and
disgracing her family. As corroboration, Prince cited that "these facts
are known to everyone in Mora County and can be substantiated by
the least inquiry there."36 The real issue, however, was not the immorality of Otero's appointees, but that earlier, after Otero's appointment of Prichard to the Supreme Court had been denied, Otero had
created a new district and appointed Prichard as the district attorney.
It was this patronage, reminiscent of Conkling's antics, which disturbed Prince. Now, however, unlike his earlier actions, Prince wiUingly compromised his standards to make political attacks of the lowest
35. "Cogent Reasons for Statehood. The Evils of Territorial Government. An Appeal
to the Senate," and "Attempts to Block Otero's Reappointment," folder 8, Prince Papers.
36. "One of Otero's Appointees," "Attempts to Block Otero's Reappointment," folder
8, Prince Papers.
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sort. Perhaps this was Prince's lame attempt to descend from his lofty
"gentleman-reformer" ideal and to launch a populistic attack against
corruption. If so, his attacks failed.
The more personal problem between the two men, however, centered on ethnicity. Historian Cynthia Secor-Welsh, in her preface to
Otero's My Life on the Frontier, notes the "ethnic distancing" in which
he engaged and attributes these actions to Otero's bicultural background and -his grappling with his own ethnic identity.37 Otero frequently used "them" or "this class of our people" when referring to
Hispanics (usually of the lower classes). On one occasion Antonio Lucero of Las Vegas complained to Prince, "New Mexico has not had in
its history a more unfriendly gobernor[sic]," and he wondered why
"the so called leaders of our people who belong to the Republican party
take so much from the little coyote. "38 Possibly, Otero had doubts about
his own ethnic loyalties and how they coincided with his political and
social alliances. Therefore, Prince, who viewed himself as an understanding, wise patrician, liked to believe Hispanic New Mexicans trusted
him more than they did Otero.
As part of his argument, Prince complained that Otero locked
himself in the Palace of the Governors away from the people and (unlike
Prince's tenure in office) "never had a single public reception of any
kind. There have been private dinners enough, but not one in the
seven years when the doors were open to the public at large."39 In
contrast, Prince carefully endeared himself to New Mexicans, consciously used the inclusive "we," and utilized this artistocratic benevolence to court Hispanics and to turn them against their native-born
leader.
The most serious altercation between the two men, however, came
in 1902 after Otero's reappointment, against which Prince had launched
a devastating campaign. Three days after his inauguration, Otero removed Prince from the presidency of the Board of Regents at the
Agricultural College in Las Cruces. Otero wrote Prince, "For reasons
satisfactory to myself, and of which you are well aware, I have this
day removed you from the position of Regent ... ,and have appointed.
your successor. "40 Otero justifiably punished Prince for his aggressive
37. Secor-Welsh, "Introduction" in Miguel Antonio Otero, My Life on the Frontier
1864-1882 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1987), xxxiii.
38. Lucero to Prince, February 24, 1905, file 1, folder 9, Prince Papers.
39. A piece of scrap paper, Political Issues, folder 5, Prince Papers.
40. "The Agricultural College Case," January 1903, Appointment to Regent of New
Mexico Agricultural College, folder 6, Prince Papers.
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oppositon to Otero's reappointment. Incensed by that censure, Prince
contended that Governor Otero had no constitutional authority to remove an appointed official. Prince replied to Otero's letter in Spanish,
I had supposed that everyone understood the law that. in a Territory the governor has no power to remove a duly appointed and
confirmed territorial official during his term of office.... After
due deliberation, therefore, and casting asidepersonal inclination,
I have concluded that it is a matter of duty to remain in the office
of Regent of the College. 41
By writing in Spanish, Prince pointed to his proficiencyin the language
and suggested that Otero was disloYill to his Hispanic heritage. Furthermore, Prince made the more theoretical argument that a territorial
governor had no constitutional power to remove territorial officials,
thereby calling Otero's authority into question. So Prince would uphold
the Constitution and graciously maintain his seat as a trustee.
Prince wanted to sue Otero and the territorial government,' but
the governor's crony, E. L. Bartlett, an earlier supporter of Prince and
the solicitor general of New Mexico, refused to hear the case. Bartlett's
response prompted .Prince to attack not only Otero and his "Boss"
politics but also larger problems inherent in the territorial system.
Because Bartlett had made a personal decision, it was final by territorial
law; Prince had no appeal. That Bartlett was a pawn of Otero did not
matter or influence the situation. Instead, Prince and other New Mexicans were again at the mercy of territorial officials, just as they were
in problems with the surveyor general's office. In the end, Prince lost
the battle, but he ingeniously used the incident for advocating statehood when he contended that this case was only one more example
of the flawed territorial system that blocked people's right to selfgovernment.
By 1903 the feud had reached such ridiculous proportions that
even the politicians' wives became involved. Mmes. Otero and Prince
started an argument of their own that rivaled their husbands' backstabbing. In May 1905, immediately after President Theodore Roosevelt
visited the Otero residence, Mrs. Otero beckoned Mrs. Sparks, the
Santa Fe mayor's wife, and said to her, .
You know that old Mrs. Prince. Well, you ought to have heard Mr.
Loeb [Roosevelt's secretary] make fun of her last night. He told
us that she persecuted the President so much by her persistent
41. Ibid.
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calls, that he had to direct Mr. Cortelyou to write her to keep away
from the White House. Mr. Loeb entertained us for an hour, telling
us all about it, and how she was turned out of the White House.
We had great fun over it. 42
.
Shocked, Mrs. Sparks turned on her heel and left the governor's palace
without saying a word to Mrs. Otero, while many, according to Mrs.
Prince, cheered her good manners. Mrs. Sparks immediately walked
across town to Mrs. Prince and relayed the story to her. Catherine
Prince was so upset that anyone would think, much less say, that she
had "pestered" the president that she waged an all-out letter campaign
to reinstate her reputation. Not only did she write President Roosevelt's
secretaries, Loeb and Cortleyou; she also wrote Roosevelt himself,
asking him to clear her good name and keep her from social ruin.
Mrs. Prince apparently wanted to sue Mrs. Otero for character
defamation and dictated a long statement in which she delineated all
the events leading up to the Palace incident. Mrs. Prince believed that
during the president's visit to New Mexico, the Princes and other
members of the Republican Old Guard had been slighted and omitted
from official functions by the Oteros, which Mrs. Prince thought "a
positive affront to the President." She added that the parade route took
the "tin can route" through the back streets to avoid both the Prince
and Catron homes, and, to make matters worse, the Princes were
excluded as platform guests. Catherine Prince claimed that "the President's cordial greeting of me ... so enraged Mrs. Otero that immediately after his departure, she repeated that old story. "43
What Mrs. Prince failed to mention, however, was that earlier,
when her husband was challenging Otero's reappointment, she kept
a salon in Washington D.C., that was the center of anti-Otero activities.
Also, due to extenuating circumstances, when the Senate held confirmation hearings on Otero's reappointment, Mrs. Prince was one of
but two available people to testify against Otero. 44 Mrs. Otero had
reason to be especially hostile towards Mrs. Prince and her meddlesome political maneuverings.
After the bitter controversies of 1903, Prince seems to have resigned himself to Otero's governorship and to his own political demise.
He, therefore, turned his energies to more positive, nonpolitical endeavors. In addition to his position as president of the New Mexico
42. "Statement," Political Issues, folder 2, expandable file 1, Prince Papers.
43. Ibid.
44. Otero, My Life As Governor, 180.
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Historical Society, he was a leader of the American Apple Congress;
and his own orchard in Espanola, Ne~ Mexico, to which he and Catherine retired, won him considerable fame as a fruit grower. He was
also the president and founder of the New Mexico Horticultural Society.45 Unfortunately, little is known about this part of Prince's life
since few personal papers exist. 46
Until 1922, Prince continued to be an outspoken advocate for tourism, comparing New Mexico favorably with other western states. 47
Through personal letters and old political connections, he continued
to advocate statehood and finally saw his long-awaited dream realized
in 1912. The following year he commemorated the event by writing
New Mexico's Struggle for Statehood, which was used as a grade school
text for many years. 48 After 1903, however, Prince never again successfully ran for political office. His prolific writings from this period
suggest that he was content with being a retired statesman and country
gentlem!ln on his Espanola valley farm.
To some, Prince's retirement from politics marks a break in his life
and career. Perhaps this is why historians treat Prince either as a po'litical figure, as a founder of public education, or as a "man of letters"
interested in cultural advancement. Yet these scholars fail to see how
Prince's retirement from American politics to become a gentleman farmer.
illustrates his political personality. Genuinely disliking undignified politics, Prince was an aristocratic "gentleman-reformer" who modelled
himself, consciously or unconsciously, after an aloof Henry Adams.
Prince fled from the boisterous democracy of the Gilded Age to New
Mexico because he thought the territory would offer a haven from
factious machine politics. For greenhorn Prince, New Mexico was a.
frontier filled with innocent, docile peasants where a gentleman-reformer, ruling above party as an appointed governor or judge, could
implement enlightened measures.
Prince's fantasy was shattered by territorial machine politics of
the kind that he thought he had left behind in New York. Obviously,
45. Malone, Dictionary of American Biography, 230.
46. After the research was completed for this paper, a new cache of Prince's personal
papers were found among his official correspondence in the New Mexico State Records
Center and Archives, Santa Fe. Perhaps some curious reader will peruse this voluminous
correspondence between Catherine and Bradford Prince.
47. For example, Prince, Spanish Mission Churches of New Mexico (Glorieta, New
Mexico: Rio Grande Press, 1977); Prince, Stone Lions of Cochiti (Santa Fe: Historical Society
of New Mexico, 1903), Extracts from Proceedings of the 19th International Congress of Americanists, Washington, D.C., 1915, Special Collections, University of'New Mexico.
48. Prince, New Mexico's Struggle for Statehood.
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A "carload of governors" (c. 1912). Left to right: Herbert Hagerman, driver
Miguel A. Otero, William T. Thornton, L. Bradford Prince. Photo courtesy of
Museum of New Mex~co.

rough-and-tumble democracy did not end at the Mississippi River.
Contentious ethnic groups and classes like Las Gorras Blancas demanded redistribution of economic power, and Prince lacked the populist acumen to win their support. As a result, he lost all four elections
for territorial delegate. At the same time, Prince was deficient in the
organizational ~kills that gave Catron and the Santa Fe Ring a strong
party. Without populistic appeal or party, Prince could not survive in
American territorial politics, eastern or western. So, like Henry Adams,
Prince retired to his estate to play the part of the patrician country
squire, scholar, and patron of the arts. He sought in private life what
he could not achieve in politics-the tranquility of reasoned and highminded living.
What had Prince learned since his train ride to Santa Fe in 1879?
Unlike W. W. H. Davis, Prince realized that New Mexicans, in their
politics and in their cultural activities, were neither naive nor simple.
After being embroiled in political controversies involving the Santa Fe
Ring and Governor Miguel A. Otero, Prince discovered through his
confrontations that New Mexico, like New York, possessed corrupt
politicians not easily controlled. Granted, Prince was caught up in
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several complex personal and political controversies and probably never
attained the lofty patrician goals of his youth. Nevertheless, his significance is much more than the misleading "The Father of Statehood"
label suggests. Prince was one of the first Anglos to understand and
appreciate the cultural, political; and historical richness of New Mexico,
and he spent his life trying to educate others with the same lessons
he had learned. Unfortunately, because of his ellusiveness, his complexities have been misrepresented, if not entirely forgotten. Historians
have overlooked the variety and quality of the impressive contributions
of this statesman, writer, and patron of New Mexico.
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A New Deal for Tourists: Route 66
and the Promotion of New Mexico
WILLIAM E. TYDEMAN

America, we are often reminded, is a road epic. We are a people on
the move; there is nothing more American than "being on the road."
Roads have been studied as shapers and artifacts of the landscape, as
metaphors for American values, and as embodiments of specific architecture and engineering properties; but far less often have we studied the histories of American roads, and even less often have we studied
the history of the twentieth-century roads-the American highway. 1
In the twentieth-century West, however, highway construction
was of centrai importance to state and regional economies. As New
Mexico's State Highway Engineer Grover Conroy put it in 1936,
Development of highways goes hand in hand with the general
progress of the community. The highway dollar is the greatest
creator of business ever expended.... Without adequate highway
facilities you have no use for automobile and truck factories, the
William E. Tydeman is currently the Idaho State Archivist and formerly the director
of the Center for Southwest Research at the University of New Mexico. He holds a .
doctorate in American Studies from the University of New Mexico and is completing a
book on Route 66 in the Southwest.
1. John Jerome, The Death of the Automobile: The Fatal Effect of the Golden Era, 19551970 (New York: Norton and Co., 1972), 103, uses the term "road epiC."
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thousands of people employed to produce them, or the raw materials necessary for their construction. Modern hotel facilities are
largely due to the Tourist Dollar. Filling stations, tireshops, supply
houses, cabin camps, and the hundreds of ,small enterprises employing thousands in gainful occupations are all the result of improved highways. It is estimated by students of economies that
one-tenth of the entire population of the United States is directly
supported from the highway industry which reaches into every
remote section of the country. 2
Conroy's boosterism and the easy equation of highways and progress
may be far more debatable today, but his implied link between improved highways and the tourist industry was the standard wisdom.
This essay will draw attention to this relationship by beginning with
an' examination of the lobbying efforts to create Route 66, then look
briefly at the careers of a few individuals associated with roadbuilding,
and finally see how roadbuilding and tourism are linked with larger
statewide promotional efforts. In short, a balanced assessment of the
twentieth-century West requires greater attention to highways and their
impact.
U.s. 66, Route 66, is perhaps the most famous of American highways. "America's Main Street" ran from Chicago to Los Angeles, via
St. Louis, Tulsa, Oklahoma City, Amarillo, Albuquerque, Flagstaff, and
Barstow. In New Mexico, Route 66 roughly followed the 35th parallel,
after entering the state west of Amarillo on the Llano Estacado, or
staked plains. It crossed the Pecos River in present-day Santa Rosa,
before reaching the beginning of basin and range country some sixty
miles west of Albuquerque. In Albuquerque, Route 66 crossed the Rio
Grande, bisected the city, and began its westward ascent through the
mountains and plateaus of the Continental Divide; west of Albuquerque it passed through the New Mexico cities of Grants and Gallup.
The area that became U.s. 66 has a long history as a transportation
corridor but a relatively short one as a transcontinental highway. Early
Spanish exploration followed the route as early as 1538, wagon roads
and stagecoach routes were constructed in the 1800s, and the railroad
entered the region in the early 1900s; but Route 66 was not a completely
paved transcontinental highway until 1937. There are a variety of reasons for this delay. Partly it was the result of the lack of existing rightof-way. Route 66 from Santa Rosa to Laguna, a distance of 160 miles,
was one of the few transcontinental highways that followed no existing
2. Grover F. Conroy, "Highway History in New Mexico," New Mexico Highway Journal
14 (April 1936), 31-32.
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railroad right-of-way.3 In addition, settlement was sparse, and grading
and paving through the pinon, juniper country was difficult.
Most.importantly, however, the major transportation corridors in
the state were on a north-south axis. Goods traditionally moved up
and down the state, not across. For example, the Santa Fe Railroad
followed the Rio Grande valley roughly paralleling the Camino Real,
the oldest highway in America. U.S. 85, the most important highway
in the state, running south from Las Vegas to Santa Fe and Albuquer- .
que, followed the same route. In the automobile era, transcontinental
travelers heading west t.hrough New Mexico had to turn north at Santa
Rosa to Romeroville and Santa Fe and then follow the traditional axis
southward on U.S. 85 into Albuquerque. 4 Unimproved and graveled
roads heading west from Santa Rosa across the state did not appear
on the State Highway Department's road maps until 1932.
The city of Santa Fe and northern New Mexico, of course, saw
this new route as extremely undesirable. Santa Fe and the surrounding
countryside had always been the tourism center of New Mexico. The
pioneering efforts of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad and
the Fred Harvey Company had made Santa Fe (and the surrounding
archaeological and anthropological sites) a tourist mecca in the Railroad
Age. By the beginning of statehood, Santa Fe, with its distinctive Pueblo
Revival Style architecture, fully embraced tourism. In the 1920s, the
railroad and the Fred Harvey Company ingeniously responded to the
impact of automobile touring on rail travel; they provided large, comfortable auto touring cars for the sightseers to leave the railroad at Las
Vegas or Albuquerque and to "detour" to Santa Fe, the center of the
Fred Harvey Company's Indian Detours. 5 To the city fathers and boosters of Santa Fe, 6 a proposed east-west transcontinental highway rep3. For a geographical perspective on what later became the Route 66 corridor, see
Jerry Williams, ed., New Mexico in Maps (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
1986), 92-93, 117-19, 123-25. The contemporary tourist perspective can be found in
Lance Chilton et aI., New Mexico: A New Guide to the Colorful State (Albuquerque: University
of New Mexico Press, 1984), 375-409. The information regarding the lack of a railroad
right-of-way is taken from p. 375.
4. Charles D. Biebel, Making the Most of It: Public Works in Albuquerque during the Great
Depression (Albuquerque: Albuquerque Museum, 1986), 63..
5. For an anecdotal account of this transitional phase of organized tourism, see D.
H. Thomas, The Southwestern Indian Detours: The Study of the Fred Harvey/Santa Fe Railway
Experiment in "Detourism" (Phoenix: Hunter Publishing Co., 1978). The consequences of
Santa Fe's embracement of tourism can be found in Christopher M. Wilson, "The Santa
Fe, New Mexico Plaza: An Architectural and Cultural History" (master's thesis, University
of New Mexico, 1981).
6. The Chambers of Commerce, the Kiwanis, and the Rotary Clubs were, after all,
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resented the threat that tourists would "stay on the route" and not visit
"the City Different."
The Albuquerque Chamber of Commerce fought hardest for Route
66. Residing in the geographic center of the state and directly along
the proposed highway, members of the Albuquerque Chamber of Commerce maae up the most significant booster organization in the state
in the 1920s and 1930s. By the Depression, the chamber had considerable experience and success in promoting roadbuilding and tourism.
The range of the chamber's promotional activities is dearly evident
in their annual reports. In 1932 they published and distributed 22,000
tourist booklets, distributed publicity for national publications, attended national conventions of the Good Roads and Highway 66 organizations, answered more than 2,400 requests for information,
exchanged travel and tourist literature with chambers all over the country/ and lobbied furiously for roads. The annual report for 1932 notes:

In the matter of roads, the policy of this organization has been to
cooperate with the County, State, and Federal Bureaus who are
concerned with road conservation, maintenance, and development. We have felt that a policy of cooperating with recognized
agencies would be better than initiating a separate movement of
our own and through such a policy we believe the Santa Rosa cutoff project (paving Route 66 from Santa Rosa to Moriarty, thirty
miles from Albuquerque) was furthered and finally designated.
Your organization ... has met with officials in regard to the uncompleted stretches on "66." Your organization has also met with
officials of the Highway Department and delegations from the
counties in working out details that will eventually assure us of
complete, efficient roads leading through our city. Every advantage
has been taken of an opportunity to improve the highwaysituation, and your chamber is especially diligent in this connection.?
The chamber had a number of effective leaders who served on its
Board of Directors. In fact, several capitalized on their political experience lobbying for roads to gain state and national office-Clyde Oden,
mayor of Albuquerque, later became a state highway commissioner;
Clyde Tingley, perennial mayor of Albuquerque and later governor
from 1935 to 1938, served under Governors James F. Hinkle (1923-1925)
exclusively male organizations. In the 1930s, only once did these organizations approach
a women's organization-Albuquerque Women's Club---for signatures on a petition to
the governor protesting the lack of progress on the completion of the highway.
7. Albuquerque Chamber of Commerce, "Report of The Albuquerque Chamber of
.
Commerce to its Membership" (September 30, 1932), n.p.
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and Arthur T. Hannett (1925-1927) as highway maintenance superintendent for the seven New Mexico counties across the center of the
state; Clinton P. Anderson, later to serve as U.S. congressman, secretary of agriculture under President Harry Truman, and as U.s. senator, built his considerable fortune insuring road contractors.
Anderson's wealth was directly connected with roadbuilding, especially after he established the Clinton P. Anderson Agency in 1923
when highway building became big business. Although New Mexico
state law required highway contractors to purchase workman's compensation, most earlier contractors had purchased their insurance in
the larger cities of EI Paso and Denver. Anderson was aware that highway contracts presented a lucrative market, so he opened his agency,
selling policies on a door-to-door basis. 8 Later in 1936 when he learned
of a state law permitting five or more road contractors to handle their
compensation insurance collectively, he created a new insurance firm,
Mountain States Mutual Casualty Company, to handle their insurance
needs. 9
Ward Hicks was another Chamber of Commerce member' who
played an important part in the promotion of New Mexico and Route
66 on the state level through his membership on the Chamber's standing Committee on Tourist Development. He had come to Albuquerque
in 1924 as healthseeker, and two years later, apparently recovered, he
entered the Gurehl Advertising Agency; he soon bought the agency
and created the Ward Hicks Advertising Agency.lO After 1926 Hicks
handled the advertising for the city of Albuquerque through the Albuquerque Civic Council. Throughout the 1930s Hicks' agency dominated advertising in Albuquerque. 11 His extensive advertising experience
8. Richard Allan Baker, Conservation Politics, The Senate Career of Clinton P. Anderson
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1985), 16. It is noteworthy that Anderson's conservation ethic was nurtured by Aldo Leopold, who also served in the early
twenties as secretary of the Albuquerque Chamber of Commerce. Leopold used the civic
contacts the chamber provided to promulgate his conservation ideas.
9. Ibid., p. 18.
10. Who's Who In New Mexico, ed. John M. Moore (Albuquerque: Ward Anderson
Printing Co., 1937), 104. One year earlier in 1925, the state legislature granted Albuquerque the right to levy a special publicity tax of one miIlion on the dollar. These monies
were awarded to "Advertising Albuquerque," a corporation formed by the Civic Council.
11. In 1930 only two other advertising agencies were listed in the Albuquerque City
Directory. They were not listed in 1931, when the two new agencies appear. These new
agencies appear only in the 1932 directory. This pattern continues throughout the 1930s.
Only the C. C. Redman agency established in 1933 continues throughout the decade.
Hicks' publicity lists the city's major businesses as his clients. See Hudspeth's Albuquerque
City Directory (EI Paso: Hudspeth Directory Co., 1930-1939).
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and his association with Clinton P. Anderson on the chamber and in
the Rotary Club proved important when Hicks sought the advertising
for the state of New Mexico and its newly created State Tourist Bureau.
These brief accounts do not do justice to either the complex activities or to the numerous individuals whose livelihoods were linked to
the highway industry. They were among only the most important of
a large number of able individuals who capitalized on the road-building
boom of the twenties and thirties.
In 1931 the Bureau of Public Roads announced its plan to review
the projected plans for Route 66 west from Santa Rosa. Since both
Albuquerque and Mountainair (the largest town south of Santa Rosa
if the route were to head south of Santa Rosa and then west) were
possible hub sites, a great deal was riding on the bureau's decision.
As Charles Biebel has noted, "Lucrative construction contracts and jobs
were at stake. Highway building in 1931 was the premier form of
unemployment relief in New Mexico. Between 1931 and 1940, almost
one hundred million would be invested in the state for construction
of over sixteen thousand miles of paved or graded and graveled highways."12 Of these, U.s. 66 was the most important.
The prospect of the transcontinental highway by-passing several
locales incurred the wrath of businessmen and boosters in those areas.
The Albuquerque Chamber, however, managed the entire operation
with effective, behind-the-scenes lobbying. The chamber had pursued
a policy of "quiet, aggressive work" instead of noisy publicity regarding
the route. 13 This calculated strategy was designed, in part, not to alienate small businessmen who would be by-passed by the route. The
strategy proved highly effective.
Plans for the new highway placed considerable pressure, however,
on the new governor, Democrat Arthur Seligman. Lobbying efforts
among the various constituents affected by the route were especially
intense. 14 In August of 1931 the chamber sent the governor a copy of
a brief submitted to Thomas H. McDonald, director of the Bureau of
Public Roads. Signed by thirty-eight civic leaders along the proposed
route, the proposal was the most cogent analysis on record for the
12. Biebel, Making the Most of It, 63. Biebel cites the Board of Directors, Albuquerque
Chamber of Commerce, Minutes (June 11, 1929, December 30, 1930), and the Albuquerque
Journal, February 18, 26, 1931.
13. For a codification of this policy, see the February Board of Directors, Albuquerque
Chamber of Commerce, Minutes (February 3, 1932), 499.
14. See the files, Letters Received and'Letters Sent-Highway Department, 1931,
in the Arthur Seligman Papers (hereafter cited as Seligman Papers), New Mexico State
Records Center and Archives, Santa Fe.
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The 66 Drive-in Theater, Albuquerque. Photo courtesy of the Lucas Collection,
Special Collections, Zimmerman Library, University of New Mexico.
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completion of Route 66 through the state. The chamber highlighted
the mileage gains, the time and dollars saved over the earlier route,
and the potential relationship of a Route 66 through Albuquerque to
emerging air travel. The report concluded by noting, "It is our earnest
opinion that the present location of the highway in the State of New
Mexico is its weakest link and is working an undue hardship upon the
thousands of tourists from all over the country who are anxious to
travel the highway from end to end in order to enjoy its superior
advantages."15 Consistent with the chamber's quiet, aggressive policy,
chamber president Clyde Oden emphasized in his cover letter to the
governor, "a dignified presentation of our case, such as the enclosed
brief presents, will be far more acceptable to your Excellency than any
large delegation appearing in our behalf at the hearing to be held
August lOth."I6 The chamber's low-key lobbying, pursued in Santa Fe
and Washington, proved effective; in the ensuing months Bureau of
Roads and state approval was secured. Although in the next few years
the chamber would draw attention to the snail-like paving progress on
Route 66, they had already won the largest, most significant battle.
This episode, symptomatic of the factional nature of New Mexico
politics, cautions one against a facile hypothesis that the campaign for
good roads was united in its objectives. Indeed, New Mexico, unlike
California, could not agree on the importance of highways to the state
at large. As the Alamogordo News put it,
the scrap that towns and cities in the northern part of the state
are putting up over the "Santa Rosa cut-off" is in accordance with
a theory ... that if you can stop the construction of a good road
for your neighbor you are doing a good thing for yourself. We
don't believe the theory will work out. The more and better roads
in all parts of the state the better it will be for each little community.I7
Local folk wisdom has it that New Mexico suffered less than other
states during the Great Depression, that New Deal relief and public
works projects buttressed the state's economy. Yet as the thirties wore
on, civic organization budgets shrank, and advertising and publicity
efforts were sharply curtailed. Increasingly, the responsibility for promoting highways and tourism shifted to the state level.
The untimely death of Governor Seligman in September 1933 el15. Clyde Oden to Arthur Seligman, August 7, 1931, Seligman Papers.
16. Ibid.
17. Alamogordo News, undated clipping in the Seligman papers.
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evated Arthur W. Hockenhull to the state's chief office. Hockenhullieft
no doubts about his desire to promote the state; he quickly organized
and raised monies for a New Mexico exhibit at Chicago's Century of
Progress exposition and began efforts to create a statewide publicity
program.
Then, Ward Hicks, through his contacts with Clinton P. Anderson,
brought his advertising firm to Hockenhull's attention. A meeting was
arranged to discuss state advertising, and Hicks quickly prepared a
document suggesting the charge and organization of a state department
of commerce and publicity.18 Although no new department was created, Hicks was awarded a $25,000 contract to advertise New Mexico
in the surrounding states of Oklahoma and Texas. The ads appealed
to the vacationist, health seeker, romancer, and thrill seeker and emphasized New Mexico's highways. (Route 66 appears in one advertisement so recently paved that it lacked its characteristic white strip
center line. 19 ) The advertising campaign was pronounced a great success largely as a result of the stunning art work by Willard Andrews,
recently hired by the Hicks firIl}. Overall, 3,886 inquiries requesting
further information were received as tourists reportedly spent $45 million in 1934. 20 In addition, revenues from the gasoline tax for the year
totaled $2,779,295, exceeding the previous high recorded in 1930 by
$36,212. 21
The state publicity program had begun auspiciously! More space,
more advertisements, and more money were needed. When the enthusiastic highway official and booster Clyde Tingley became governor,'
they were quickly provided. Tingley's years on the Chamber of Commerce and his wide array of political contacts made through his high18. Ward Hicks to Clinton P. Anderson, March 15, 1934; Andrew Hockenhull to
Ward Hicks, March 22,1934; Ward Hicks, "A Few Suggestions for Possible Consideration
in the Organization of a State Department of Commerce and Publicity," Andrew W.
Hockenhull Papers, 1933-1934, New Mexico State Records Center and Archives, Santa
Fe. Andrew W. Hockenhull lived to a ripe old age of 97. When asked about his short
term as governor, he replied, "It was a bad time for New Mexico.... I appealed to the
teachers and state leaders for full cooperation. I set down goals and projects that would
step up the tourist industry and ignite a fairly decent road construction program."
Albuquerque Journal, June 22, 1973, B-3.
19. Julie Dunleavey, "New Mexico: A Pioneer in Southwestern Tourism," New Mexico
Magazine 62 (November 1984), 62; "Sunshiny Days and Blanket Cool Nights," exhibition
label for Welcome to the Land of Enchantment. Exhibition held at The Albuquerque"Museum,
December 1984.
20. Ibid.
21. "Gasoline Tax Collections Set New All Time Record," New Mexico Magazine 13
(February 1935), 33.
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New Mexico desert, west of Albuquerque on Route 66. Photo courtesy of the
Lucas Collection, Special Collections, Zimmerman Library, University of New
Mexico.

way work left no doubt about his intention to promote New Mexico.
Greeting the readers of New Mexico Magazine at the beginning of his
first term, Tingley emphasized, "New Mexico has the natural advantages and facilities to become the nation's playground and the greatest
state in the union, and I'm eager to do my part toward such an accomplishment. "22 Rapidly, Tingley implemented Hicks' idea of a separate department, creating a state tourist bureau and appointing as its
new director the able publicist Joseph Dorsey. The advertising budget
22. "Greetings from New Mexico's New Governor," New Mexico Magazine 13 (January 1935), 5.
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was increased to $45,000. The advertising campaign was launched in
June 1935 and lasted through September. Ads by Willard Andrews were
placed in fifty-six newspapers in twelve states, having a combined
circulation of three million. Magazine ads appeared in fifteen national
magazines, including the Saturday Evening Post, National Gef!graphic,
Time, Newsweek, and Vanity Fair. 23 The pattern established in 1935 continued throughout the 1930s. From 1937 through 1939 the budget increased to $60,000; it reached a high the following year of $135,000 to
allow for the extensive advertising of the Coronado Cuarto Centennial
celebrating the 400th anniversary of Coronado's entrada. 24
Route 66, however, moved to the background. Cowboys, Indians,
and archaeological sites moved to center stage while the tourists, often
near their automobiles, gazed on with rapt attention. 25 References to
highways became more generic. The 1940 advertisement reminded
viewers, "Roads entering New Mexico are veritable gateways to a magic
land-and you are welcomed as would befit a royal traveler."26 Still,
getting your "kicks from Route 66" was part of the future, for by the
beginning of the Second World War, Route 66 was a baby as transcontinental highways go-a mere four years old. The dramatic event of
the thirties that would begin the transformation of Route 66 from
highway to epic-the "Okie" migration-was underway, but John
Steinbeck's novel The Grapes of Wrath and photographs in Dorothea
Lange's An American Exodus had been published only in 1939Y
However one assesses the later impact of Route 66, promoters of
the thirties clearly understood its economic significance. As the blacktop surface of Route 66 reached the Albuquerque city limits from the
west on August 31, 1936, and the east on August 14, 1938, tourist
accommodations rapidly sprang up. Hotels and tourist camps grew
from 50 in 1937 to 90 in 1940. Gross receipts of $791,000 from 213 tourist
camps in New Mexico in 1935 climbed to $1,073,000 from 279 facilities

23. "Sunshiny Days and Blanket Cool Nights."
24. Mary 1. Severns, "Tourism in New Mexico: The Promotional Activities of the
State Tourist Bureau, 1935-1950" (master's thesis, University of New Mexico, 1951), 2224.
25. Ward Hicks Advertising Agency Papers, Box 1, Special Collections, Zimmerman
Library, University of New Mexico.
26. N/?W Mexico Magazine 18 (October 1940), back cover.
27. Nancy Wood argues in Heartland New Mexico: Photographs from the Farm Security
Administration, 1935-1943 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1989) that John
Steinbeck examined the Farm Security Administration photos before writing The Grapes
of Wrath.
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The last 66 road sign, Central Avenue, Albuquerque. Photo courtesy of the
Lucas Collection, Special Collections, Zimmerman Library, University of New
Mexico.·
/
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in 1939. A year later the Conoco Travel Bureau of Denver estimated
the annual value of tourist business in New Mexico at $62,000,000. 28
It may be measuring the immeasurable to attempt to quantify the
impact of roadbuilding and tourism on New Mexico's economy in the
1930s, but before any conclusions can be reached much more research
needs to be done on initiatives and programs. Western roadbuilding
must be seen from a Washington perspective; more needs to be known
about the role of the Bureau of Public Roads, the efforts of Good Roads
Associations in each western state, and the impact of highway booster
organizations like the Highway 66 Association. Finally, state and local
political and economic developments should be viewed from a larger
regional perspective. When these projects are completed, roadbuilding
and tourism will help to recast our interpretations of the meaning of
the twentieth-century West.

28. Frank T. McCann, "The Growth of the Tourist Court in the United States and
its Relationship to the Urban Development of Albuquerque, New Mexico," Journal of The
Scientific Laboratories Dennison University 37 (1942), 62, 63, 58, 59; New Mexico State Tourist
Bureau, "Annual Report, 1940," 3.
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New Directions in American Indian
Education History: A Review Essay
BOBBY WRIGHT

During the past two decades, the history of American Indian education
has engaged scholars whose recent works enhance a rapidly expanding
literature on the subject. Indeed, the topic is worthy of study. A scholarly examination of any historical moment in Indian education can
reveal the prevailing social, political, economic, and cultural contexts
of Indian-white relations-thus enlarging the scope and significance
of such an inquiry.
Recently scholars have approached the s'tudy of Indian education
from a number of disciplinary perspectives, offering fresh insights into
the general history of Indian-white contact. Martha Elizabeth Layman's
"A History of Indian Education in the United States" (doctoral dissertation, University of Minnesota, 1942) signaled the developing interest
in the subject. More recent scholarship builds on such early studies,
expanding the interdisciplinary approach and new perspectives on
Indian education history. James Axtell, for example, devotes a chapter
to "The Little Red School" in his book, The Invasion Within: The Contest
of Cultures in Colonial North America (New York: Oxford University Press,
Bobby Wright is a research associate and assistant professor in the Center for the
Study of Higher Education, Pennsylvania State University. He is former director of the
Center for Native American Studies at Montana State University and the 1988-'89 Lamon
Resident Scholar at the School of American Research, Santa Fe.
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Indian Education in the American Colonies, 1607-1783. By Margaret Connell Szasz.
(Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1988. x + 333 pp. Illustrations,
maps, notes, bibliography, index. $37.50 cloth, $16.95 paper.)
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1985), an ethnohistorical study of Indian-European relations in the
colonial period. Again reflecting the 'growing scholarly interest in this
field, Jon Reyhner and Jeanne Eder undertook a monumental, nearly
impossible task in their attempt to write a comprehensive but general
work on the topic, A History of Indian Education (Billings: Eastern Montana College Press, 1989). Finally, Bobby Wright's book, Piety, Politics,
and Profit: American Indian Missions in the Colonial Colleges (forthcoming)
offers an Indian perspective on missionization and higher education
in the colonial period.
Although several scholars have recently produced important contributions to the historical study of American Indian education, none
has equaled in importance and scholarly accomplishment the work of
Margaret Connell Szasz. She is unsurpassed in the historical breadth
and the quality of scholarship represented in her two published books
on Indian education history. Her ongoing research on the subject,
which seeks to fill historical gaps not yet filled in her published worksthat is, the period between the colonial era and 1928-promises to
expand her published contributions to the field.
'
Szasz' work best illustrates how the historical study of American
Indian education can be examined with scholarly competence and orig- ,,inality. In 1974 Szasz published Education and the American Indian: The ,'j
Road to Self-Determination Since 1928 (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press), a landmark history of Indian education. Based on unprecedented examination of archival material and other written records, as well as on oral history, Szasz' book explored a half century of
native education within the context of changing federal Indian policy.
Not surprisingly, the work was not flawless. It did not adequately
capture the Indian voice. ,Szasz portrayed Indian students and their
communities as passive victims subject to the whims of government
policy. As she herself concluded, "pupils became the first victims of
'either/or' policy of assimilation" (p. 10). This shortcomingnotwith. standing, Szasz' study still represents the most important and comprehensive scholarship on the subject, establishing Indian education
as a legitimate and significant subject of historical study. '
Apparently influenced by the expanding body of ethnohistorical
literature, Szasz recently completed an even more impressive historical
monograph, Indian Education in the American Colonies, 1607-1783 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1988). In this most recent
work, Szasz focuses on "formal schooling [of American Indians] as a
single, crucial dimension of the larger process of cultural interaction"
(p. 3) during the colonial period. She carefully examines the various
dimensions of the cultural exchange-political, economic, religious,
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and social dimensions-that fostered the early educational missions
among both eagerly accepting and wary Indians. "Indian schooling in
colonial America," as Szasz so aptly summarizes,
was continuously immersed in the constant flux that characterized
the exchange between cultures.... The exchange was both overt
and subtle, and it took place on many levels. It rubbed religion
against religion; it was caught up in the ubiquitous traumas of
land ownership, disease, alcohol, and warfare, and was often molded
by the impact of the fur and hide trade, as well as by the trade in
Indian slaves; it was affected by the exchange in food goods and
material culture ... and it altered the role of the family and community, disrupting cultural heritage, attitudes, and values. (p. 3)
Within the larger context of cultural interaction, then, Szasz examines
educational projects, part of the mission designed in the ethnocentric
European mind to Christianize and "civilize" the "savage infidels."
In the first two chapters, Szasz offers a contrast between the socialization of Indian children in traditional native society with the
schooling of English youth in the colonies. Then, she proceeds with a
thorough examination of educational proposals in early Virginia, where
designs for an Indian college at Henrico were advanced within a decade
of the founding of Jamestown. In subsequent chapters, she discusses
Indian schooling in Puritan New England, the Southeast, southern
New England, and New York among the Iroquois Six Nations.
Szasz devotes one of her eleven chapters to a discussion of "Indian
Women between Two Worlds: Moor's School and Coeducation in the
1760s." This inclusion is an admirable attempt to incorporate the often
neglected role and perspective of women in educational history. However, segregating the discussion in a single chapter marginalizes and
patronizes the significance of native women, even though their direct
involvement in educational efforts was most noticeable during this
period. Further complicating this patronage, Szasz appears condescending (perhaps because of some felt affinity with her female subjects) when she identifies Indian women by their first names, while
addressing Indian men on a more formal last-name basis (e.g., p. 226).
This apparent contradiction, however, does not seriously impair the
overall quality and importance of her work. There are too many positive
features in her book.
Like her first work, Indian Education in the American Colonies is
grounded in scrupulous research and is well-documented with a rich
variety of sources. Her writing is clear, forceful, and engaging. But
perhaps the book's greatest strength is the ethnohistorical approach·
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Margaret Connell Szasz is Associate Professor of History in the University of
New Mexico. She is the author of numerous books and articles on American
Indians.

that Szasz successfully brings to bear on the volume. She focuses on
a manageable historical period during which Indian perspectives are
not preserved in the written record. As Szasz indicates, "the Indian
response to these [missionary and educational] goals is more clouded.
Not surprisingly, few sources remain to reveal this side of the story"
(p. 189). Nevertheless, Szasz successfully gives life to native participants in colonial education. Consequently, this book represents a natural progression in the literature-in both its historical dimension and
its scholarly perspective. Moreover, it offers an example of exemplary
research and writing, a substantive treatment of the subject matter, an
accurate portrayal of the Indian people as participants in history, and
an original' contribution to scholarship.
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Folklore and the Historian:
A Review Essay
JANET LECOMPTE

In 1940 the state of New Mexico staged a Coronado Cuarto Centennial
celebration, a festival intended to "foster political and economic growth"
by establishing a suitable historic past acceptable to everyone.! The
first concern, according to historical writer Erna Fergusson, was to
make Coronado's long-neglected expedition important-in effect, to
make its leader and his followers mythic figures, larger than history
described them. No effort was spared; a master of pageantry was hired
to stage a huge Coronado entrada involving "a cast of hundreds, many
mounted, all costumed, armored, and accoutered with absolute historical accuracy. . . ."2
A Coronado monument was decreed. At its dedication at Bernalillo
a number of high officials made speeches extolling Coronado. and hi~
exploits. The last speaker was Pablo Abeyta of the Isleta pueblo, who
was scheduled to reply graciously to the Mexican Ambassador:
Abeyta said, calmly but with great force, "1 am afraid I will have
Jan~t Lecompte has written many articles and three books on New Mexico and other
western localities. She is now a graduate student at Washington State University.
1. Marta Weigle'and Peter White, The Lore of New Mexico (Albuquerque: University
of New Mexico Press, 1988), 410; 427.
2. Ibid., 427.
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to contradict some of the things you gentlemen have said. Coronado came by Isleta, and as you who have read his chronicles
know, was given food and royally received. He came on up the
valley, and what did he do? Well, we had better say no more about
it, for his record isn't good and you know it." With that the crowd,
aware of the cruelties and depredations of the entrada, broke into
the heartiest applause of the afternoon.... 3
This account of the Coronado Cuarto Centennial celebration points
up the difference between history and folklore, which is not that history
is true and folklore is false. If the dignitaries erred in the recorded facts
Of the expedition, Pedro Abeyta may have erred just as gravely in failing
to grasp its spiritual and symbolic meaning to the assembled white
folks. What the story shows, and this essay means to illustrate, is that
history and folklore differ in purpose, sources, and methods. Readers
of the New Mexico Historical Review certainly know what history is, but
they may not know what turns folklore has taken lately. A little report
on this matter, even by a historian new to folklore, may help the reader
understand the important work under review.
In The Lore of New Mexico Marta Weigle and Peter White say they
chose the word "lore" for the title of their book instead of "folklore"
as a deliberate play on "lure,"4 but I can think of a better reason. I
think they rejected "folklore" because its traditional definition (the culture and knowledge of uneducated "folk," transmitted orally) no longer
applies. To Weigle and White, "folklore" means "the peculiarly characteristic stories, songs, sayings, artifacts, landmarks, events, peoples,
and lifestyles" of "an arbitrary, artificially bounded area," in this case
New Mexico. 5 This broad definition may itself seem arbitrary and artificially bounded to historians and an invasion not only of history but
also of cultural anthropology, music, literature, psychology, and sociology.
.
Folklorists have not agreed on a definition of their field of study,
for it keeps expanding. In the nineteenth century they sought the
historical and geographical origins of tales and songs and recorded
their findings on little· maps at the b~ck of published collections;6 or
like the Grimm brothers and Andrew Lang, they wrote exquisite fairy
tales based on stories they had collected, turning folklore into litera3.
4.
5.
6.

Ibid., 429.
Ibid., xi.
Ibid.
Leea Virtanen, "Modern Folklore: Problems of Comparative Research," Journal of
Folklore Research 23 (May-December 1986), 221-32.
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ture. 7 By the 1960s, according to folklorist Alan Dundes, folklore included myths, legends, folktales, jokes, proverbs, chants, blessings,
oaths, insults, taunts, toasts, tongue-twisters, folk costumes, folk drama,
folk medicine, folk art, folksongs, folk dances, beliefs, customs, names,
superstitions, epitaphs, graffiti, games, gestures, symbols, prayers,
recipes, quilts, embroidery, architectural decoration, house, barn, and
fence types, children's taunts and rhymes, and street vendors' cries. 8
So we see that folklore is no longer limited to stories and songs
orally transmitted by illiterate rural "folk," nor has its creation occurred
entirely in the past. "Folk art" is made and sold by artisans from
Provincetown to Santa Fe to Carmel, and "folk songs" are written and
sung by their composers. These modern inventions are taken seriously
by some modern folklorists and studied with the same tools used for
"antiquities. "
Folklore has also come to include what one disgusted folklorist
has called "fakelore." Examples include the creation of the mythical
hero Paul Bunyan by identifiable modern writers, the circulation of
fake antisemitic proverbs in Nazi Germany, and the Sesquicentennial
and Cuarto Centennial celebrations staged all over the United States,
mainly for tourists (tourism research is now a respectable ethnographic
endeavor).9
Folklore is often called "folklife" now, suggesting an even broader
perspective that includes the "worldview" of the "folk." The Smithsonian Folklife Unit produced a festival on industry, with exhibits of
tools and props, as well as presenters giving lectures on the background
of industrial work and working men describing their job experiences
and skills. lO Another Smithsonian production, a reenactment of the
7. Bengt Holbek, Interpretation of Fairy Tales: Danish Folklore in a European Perspective
(Helsinki: Academia Scientiarum Fennica, 1987), 7-10; Dan Ben-Amos, "Toward a Definition of Folklore in Context" in Toward New Perspectives in Folklore, eds. Americo Paredes
and Richard Bauman (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1972), 3-15; Alan Dundes,
Interpreting Folklore (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1980), vii-xi.
8. Dundes, The Study of Folklore (Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, 1965),
3.
9. Dundes, "Nationalistic Inferiority Complexes and the Fabrication of Fakelore: A
Reconsideration of Ossian, the Kinder-und-Hausmarchen, the Kalevala, and Paul Bunyan,"
Journal of Folklore Research 22 (April 1985), 5-18. Fakelore is no modern phenomenon;
the poems of Ossian were published in the 17605, the Grimm tales of Kinder-und-Hausmarchen were published in 1812 and 1815, and· the Finnish national epic, the Kalevala,
in 1835.
10. Richard M. Dorson, "The State of Folkloristics From an American Perspective,"
Journal of the Folklore Institute 19 (January-April 1982), 71-105.
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Hispanic "Day of the Dead," was described by a participant as "somewhere between a real event and a media event. "11
Richard M. Dorson notes the profound changes and strategies in
folkloristics during the 1970s and 1980s. Folklore has gone from marginal to mains,tream culture, from country to city, from past to present,
from texts to context, from fairy tales to personal experience narratives
and oral history. And it has gone public. Over half the United States
have "state folklorists" (or did, before the Reagan administration), and
folklore consultants are connected with state parks, museums, historical societies, schools, ethnic organizations, and libraries.
Still, with all this expansion and excitement-or because of itthere is no consensus definition of folklore. According to folklorist Dan
Ben-Amos, "the isolation of the unifying thread that joins jokes and
myths, gestures and legends, costumes and music into a single category
of knowledge," is missing, 12 and without it folklore can be almost anything. The "folk" who create folklore can be, according to Alan Dundes,
as few as two individuals sharing at least one common factor, such as
race, religion, disease, language, occupation, social club, and hometown, in rural or urban .settings, among people of any class. 13
Besides vague definitions, the continuing weakness of the field of
folklore has been the lack of meaning (historians might call it interpretation). Dundes, an ingenious folklorist with a glorious sense of
humor, is a master of context, finding meaning in the history and events
surrounding a folklore subject. For a frivolous example, take Dundes
on the secret meaning of myths about George Washington: Washington
is the father of our country, who slept in numerous spare bedrooms and
inns-and what kind of monument did his grateful people erect to his
memory? A phallic one, of course. For Dundes' more serious interpre'tations, take the racial symbolism in the color black, which usually
symbolizes something bad in our culture (black moods, black looks,
blackballing, blackguards); note the incestuous longings hidden in King
Lear; recall the dead baby jokes of the 1970s after the legalization of
abortion; consider the game of football as a socially sanctioned framework for male chauvinism (the exaggerated maleness of the uniform,
its ritual homosexual coupling, its complete freedom from the influence
of women); remember the "streakers" whose public nakedness sym11. Olivia Cadaval, '''The Taking of the Renwick': The Celebration of the Day of
the Dead and the Latino Community in Washington, D.C.," Journal of Folklore Research
22 (May-December 1985), 179-93.
12. Ben-Amos, "Toward a Definition," 3.
13. "Who are the Folk?" in Interpreting Folklore, 6-7.
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bolically protested the Watergate coverup.I4 Thanks in large part to
Oundes' work, meaning in folklore is no longer entirely neglected.
New Mexico has been a productive soil for the cultivation of folklore. Its sources are rich-three firmly entrenched peoples; a wealth
of "folk" for traditional collections of tales and songs, artifacts, and
customs; and a mass of tourists for "fakelore" festivals. Amateur folklorists have published books of local and regional tales and dichos (proverbs), place names, Spanish folk plays, and ballads; books and articles
have been inspired by herbal medicine, Hispanic furniture, women's
dress, folk music, and church art. Ethnologists and folklorists have
devoted years of study and many volumes to the culture of the Pueblo
and Navajo Indians, their arts and crafts. IS
Although The Lore of New Mexico utilizes much of this research, it
is like no other work on the subject. It both reflects and rejects present
trends in the field of folklore. Some of its sources are familiar to folklorists and historians, but many are fresh and new. Its interpretations
are likely to be original with the authors, and its organization of topics
is unique.
Marta Weigle and Peter White, both professors of American Studies at the University of New Mexico, began writing their book of New
Mexican folklore in 1982. Weigle describes herself (in Contemporary Authors) as a "folklorist with research-training interests in narrative-narration
analysis, mythology, the Hispanic Southwest, women and folklore, folk
religion, and verbal art (the ethnography of communication)." Her
books utilize all her varied fields of expertise. The first and still the
best known of her major works is Brothers of Light, Brothers of Blood: The
Penitentes of the Southwest (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico
Press, 1976), a straightforward historical account. Her other books important to the development of The Lore of New Mexico are edited volumes, often with a collaborator, based on oral histories and manuscripts
collected during the 1930s and 1940s under the New Mexico Federal
Writers' Project.16
14. Ibid., 1-19.
15. Marta Weigle and Peter White mention very few of these studies in the "Appendix: Selected Resources for New Mexico Folklore" (The Lore of New Mexico, 435-49);
the appendix is a study of New Mexico folklorists, journalists, anthropologists, art
colonists, and New Deal arts project workers, with descriptions of document collections
in Albuquerque, Los Angeles, and Santa Fe. The bibliography lists only ten items, but
Weigle is in the process of preparing a complete listing.
16. Hispano Folklife of New Mexico: The Lorin W. Brown Federal Writers' Project Manuscripts (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1978), edited in collaboration with
Charles L. Briggs and Marta Weigle. Lorin W. Brown was a Federal Writer for the Works
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Highly influential in the development of The Lore of New Mexico
has been E. Boyd's Popular Arts of Spanish New Mexico (Santa Fe: Museum of New Mexico Press, 1974), a large, well-written and copiously
illustrated "sourcebook" of limited subject but enormous scope. In 1983
when Weigle organized a festschrift in honor of E. Boyd, the outcome
was not the usual slim and economical volume of essays with a limited
market, but a large book, well-designed and illustrated, with diverse
and important articles. 17 Weigle and White have adopted the same
sourcebook function, large format, and ample illustrations for The Lore
of New Mexico.
Another model for The Lore of New Mexico is Weigle's own remarkable study, Spiders and Spinsters: Women and Mythology, a sourcebook of women's mythology, rituals, and symbols. Her method in
Spiders and Spinsters is to present carefully selected quotations interspersed with scholarly comment and her own sparse interpretation,
enhanced by fine illustrations. Weigle's method is "to orchestrate rather
than marshal,"18 allowing her quotations (texts) to speak for themselves. This method requires careful reading and considerable insight,
on the part of the reader, an approach not everyone likes. One critic
complains of Spiders and Spinsters that Weigle has avoided writing a
critical study by stringing together topics and doing little more than
arranging her "bits and pieces of others' research" into chapters. This
critic continues: I was "overwhelmed by the quantity of material, losing
each chapter's thread as I plodded from one quotation to another."19
Projects Administration (WPA) in the 1930s who wrote Vividly about his native Hispanic
village of Cordova. Weigle's work with these WPA collections increased her interest in
the Anglo aspect of New Mexico ethnohistory, the ordinary white "folk," and the notso-ordinary writers whom she and her coauthor Kyle Fiore described in Santa Fe & Taos:
The Writer's Era, 1916-1941 (Santa Fe: Ancient City Press, 1982). Weigle edited other
volumes based on WPA archives: Hispanic Villages of Northern New Mexico'(Santa Fe: The
Lightning Tree, 1975), the sociocultural component of a study of the villages of Tewa
Basin in Northern New Mexico in 1935; New Mexicans in Cameo and Camera: New Deal
Documentation of Twentieth-Century Lives (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
1985), a volume of illustrated oral histories organized geographically; and Two Guadalupes:
Hispanic Legends and Magic Tales From Northern New Mexico (Santa Fe: Ancient City Press,
1987).
17. Hispanic Arts and Ethnohistory in the Southwest: Nev.' Papers Inspired by the Work of
E. Boyd, eds. Marta Weigle with Claudia Larcombe and Samuel Larcomb~ (Santa Fe:
Ancient City Press, 1983).
18. Marta Weigle, Spiders and Spinsters: Women and Mythology (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1982), xi.
19. Carol L. Edwards, review in Western Folklore 43 (April 1984), 146-48. Edwards'
principle complaint is that Weigle did not use her material to further feminism and
allowed "outrageously sexist" statements to stand without comment. Edwards confuses
scholarship with feminism and its issues.
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The Lore of New Mexico is organized in much the same way, and, like
Spiders and Spinsters, may draw criticism for its lack of synthesis or a
coherent text.
Folklorist Beverly Stoeltje, one of those to whom The Lore of New
Mexico is dedicated, praises Spiders and Spinsters for its use of juxtaposed
material and contextual data from classical, Judeo-Christian, and American Indian sources to produce new perceptions in the reader of "images, symbols and mythologies ... [that] permeate all domains of
knowledge."20 The Lore of New Mexico is successful in 4sing the same
method of placing in juxtaposition texts from three cultures to produce
the perception of the universality of man's symbols.
The Lore of New Mexico is carefully structured; no one could get
lost, for every intersection has a large signpost. The pattern itself becomes important as an organizing device and as interpretation-byjuxtaposition. The book has three parts: the first on symbol and theme;
the second on visual, verbal, and musical folk art; and the third on
folklife and world views expressed in places, by individuals, and through
rituals. Each part describes in turn New Mexico's three dominant cultures-Native American, Hispanic, and Anglo, with texts drawn. from
different eras. Since time and sequence are not given the attention that
we historians are accustomed to and since political and economtc cause
and effect have little place in this book, historians may find themselves
asking questions that folklorists would find irrelevant.
In spite of the predominantly topical structure, a kind of dynamics
in The Lore of New Mexico is well illustrated in the first chapter. Here
the symbolism of Navajo and Pueblo cataclysmic emergence from the
underworld through the hole in the earth called Sipapu is contrasted
with the frightening Penitente tieneblas, a tumultuous ceremony in a
dark morada, imitating the earthquakes and chaos following Jesus'
crucifixion and portending his ascension. Then the authors move terror
and deliverance first to the plains of eastern New Mexico where two
days of wind and fire create a scene from Hell for isolated ranchers
and cowboys and finally to the Trinity Site of the first explosion of the
atom bomb and emergence into the nuclear age. The authors end Part
One with the daily ritual at Carlsbad Caverns, when hundreds of
tourists descend into the darkness, "a contemporary inversion of the
first people's emergence from Sipapu and a safe encounter with the
mysterious now made commercial and 'interesting.' "21
This juxtaposition of the three cultures through themes of emerg20. Beverly Stoelije, review in Western American Literature 19 (Spring 1984), 69.
21. Weigle and White, The Lore of New Mexico, 87.
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Marta Weigle is Regents Professor of American Studies and Anthropology in
the University of New Mexico and is currently working on a variety of projects
involving women's myth and folklore. Peter White is Professor of English in
the University of New Mexico and is pursuing the study of American fiddle
music, including that of Appalachia and Hispanic New Mexico.

ence, mystery, and terror (or "transformation and sacred worlds" as
the authors call it) is artful and even contrived. At no point is it as
subtle as the symbolism in Spiders and Spinsters that frustrated the critic.
But it has the all-important virtue of being comprehensible, with some
editorial help in the form of brief context and interpretation and occasional comments of other folklorists or historians. The texts themselves, carefully chosen for their illustrative and intrinsic value, are
never boring or irrelevant.
The authors use another device they called "Focal Places" in which
landmarks and relevant texts illustrate various aspects of New Mexican
experience. Shiprock, the big, dramatic volcanic core in the northwest
corner of New Mexico, a focus of Navajo myth, is juxtaposed with
Four Corners, a monument built to honor the only intersection of four
states, and its neighboring monuments to United States technology, a
huge power plant and the largest open-pit coal mine in the West. The
smoke from the powerplant was said to have been the only man-made
feature visible to the naked eyes of astronauts on the moon, a symbol
so obvious that the authors decline to point it out.
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I have summarized this chapter of only seventeen pages to suggest
the richness of the material and the unique intricacy of the structure.
The second part of the volume describes verbal, visual, and musical
arts--but in an intensive rather than extensive fashion. "Verbal Arts,"
the chapter written entirely by Weigle, is not the usual collection of
folktales--in fact, it contains few tales. Homes, names and language,
political rhetoric and proverbs, humor, and the art of storytelling form
the material for the chapter. Those who feel cheated without their
stories may consult the footnotes for reference to compendiums of New
Mexico folktales.
Peter White's chapter, "Soundscape: The Musical Arts," is just as
eccentric in its subject matter as any of Weigle's chapters. White's
background is in American popular and literary culture and in music,
particularly New Mexican fiddlers, who form the focus of the chapter.
White writes about fandangos and baiZes (dance-parties and balls)~ where
the fiddlers play, and about the art of fiddling, as well as about 'cowboy
ballads and the Hispanic equivalent, corridos. White's style contrasts
with that of Weigle; he is more didactic, uses fewer texts and more
. scholarly commentary.
The third part of the book is devoted to folklife, culture heroes,
and performance or festivals. Texts describe both ordinary and infrequent conditions and activities in each of the three cultures--sun and
moon, water and weather, the corn-meal trails of the Pueblo Indians,
the plazas and crosses of Hispanic settlements and churches, and the
fences and post offices of Anglos. There are texts on herding and hunting, trading and raiding, captivity and warfare; myths and legends
about culture heroes divine or human-Franciscans and lay clergy,
witches, hermits, healers, beggars, outlaws (Billy the Kid), lawmen,
and texts about how society regarded these legendary people. Finally
there are texts on community celebrations in which the people "participate in a significant performance process, creating images of themselves and their changing society. ,,22
The book ends with the Coronado Cuarto Centennial again, quoting a wonderful paragraph of Erna Fergusson commenting on the
"money-making show" that every little New Mexico town puts on,
with Indian dances, Hispanic fiestas, and Anglo carnivals--the folk
festivals of the future:
This highjacking of one people's practice by another has speeded
up the interfusion which was going on anyway. Doubtless it will
22. Ibid., 362.
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hasten the coming of something that may, in time, become a true
Southwestern culture; except that by then it will be on the way to
transforming itself into something else.... And in this case, we
may watch the lumps of various widely different types and stages
of culture bobbing, still undigested, in a sort of sunny stew. 23
Weigle and White have written a magnificent book, complex in
structure, learned but economical in commentary, careful in choice of
examples, disinterested and impersonal in tone, and written in simple,
often lyrical prose. The authors exercise their right of selectivity to the
utmost. They make no attempt at a synthesis of already published
material, nor do they try to produce an overview of all the folklore of
all the peoples and regions of New Mexico. They do not deal with
issues and ideas of paramount interest in other disciplines, such as
gender, class, and urban-rural differences. Their book is neither exhaustive nor particularly analytic. 24 Like a piece of sculpture, the beauty
and value of The Lore of New Mexico is in what was cut away, leaving
only' what the authors consider intrinsic and indispensable.
And what can The Lore of New Mexico do for us historians? It can
teach us a way of looking at history, the arts, and community life as
a continuity of symbols and signs that bring order and meaning to our
lives. It can induce us to think of all sorts of themes, topics, people,
places, and actions as possible foci of symbolic significance i1n our own
writing and show us how that significance, once recognized, can enrich
our view of history. Like a good teacher, The Lore of New Mexico can
stimulate our imaginations and curiosity, sharpen our perceptions, and
send us back to our own discipline with more acute vision and deeper
understanding of human spiritual needs and emotions.

23. Erna Fergusson, Our Southwest (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1940), 345-46.
24. Weigle and White, The Lore of New Mexico, xii.

Richard Eighme Ahlborn

Gilberto Espinosa Prize 1990
Richard Eighme Ahlborn, cultural historian at the Smithsonian, has been
selected by the Board of Editors as the recipient of the 1990 Gilberto Espinosa
Prize for the best article published in volume 65 of the New Mexico Historical
Review. Ahlborn's essay, "The Will of a Woman in 1762," appeared in the July
1990 issue.
Ahlborn received his education at the University of Colorado, University
of Delaware, and Yale University. He also studied Hispanic artistic influences
in the Philippines as a Fulbright Fellow, worked under E. Boyd at the Museum
of International Folk Art in Santa Fe, and served as a curator at the Joslyn Art
Museum in Omaha, Nebraska. He has published on a variety of Hispanic and
western topics in addition to his work at the Smithsonian since 1965.
Gilberto Espinosa, researcher, writer, well-known New Mexico lawyer,
and strong supporter of New Mexico state history, served as a consultant to the
New Mexico Historical Review for many years. Following his death in 1983, Mr.
Espinosa's family and friends established the award in his honor. This is the
eighth year for the award, which includes a $100 prize. Previous winners
include John O. Baxter, Michael C. Meyer, Robert M. Utley, Jake Spidle, Robert
A. Trennert, John P. Wilson, and Martin Ridge.
Subscriptions to the New Mexico Historical Review, a scholarly journal affiliated with the University of New Mexico, are $18 a year, $50 for sponsors,
and $100 for patrons. For information on the journal, or to subscribe, write
New Mexico Historical Review, 1013 Mesa Vista Hall, University of New Mexico,
Albuquerque, N.M. 87131-1186, or call (50S) 277-5839.
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Travels in Mexico and California. By A. B. Clarke. Edited by Anne M. Perry.
(College Station; Texas A&M University Press, 1989. xxix + 143 pp. Illustrations, map, notes, bibliography, index. $17.50.)
,
Perhaps no other phenomenon spurred the colonization of California as
much as the Gold Rush of 1849-1850. Some 300,000 immigrants braved the
Great Plains and Rocky Mountains to reach California. An estimated 30,000
people traveled the southern route through Mexico. One of these was Asa
Bement Clarke, educator and entrepreneur.
What differentiated Clarke from the thousands of other California Argonauts, as these pioneers were called, is his journal of the six-month ordeal of
nearly 3,000 miles. Very few travellers kept notes, unfortunately, even though
the nation thirsted for information about California and the Southwest, the
vast region conquered in the War with Mexico, 1846-48.
Clarke owned a successful' apothecary business in Westfield, Massachusetts. Undoubtedly, his love of history and travel, as much as his interest in
mining and trade, motivated him in 1849 to join a party of fellow Americans
for the arduous trip to the Pacific. He wrote out his observations in easyflowing narrative, unlike other journalists who often jotted down data in terse
phrases. Editor Anne M. Perry amplifies some of Clarke's comments and places
visited with explanations from other comparable sources. In addition, the
editor includes two pages of maps to assist the reader through the little-known
geography along the trail.
Clarke recorded his impressions of the physical environment, the lifestyles, and economic status of the Mexicans and Indians. He also captured the
235
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Forty-Niners' fear of cholera, Indian attacks, thirst, and starvation in the desert.
The wondrous environment fascinated him. Crossing the Continental Divide
through the Guadalupe Pass in northern Mexico, he was amazed that an eightmule team and large wagon could pass through difficult ravines and over
rugged mountains. "I do not believe," he wrote, "that Hannibal carried his
baggage into Italy by a more difficult mountain passage."
Clarke published his journal in 1852. The republication in its entirety, with
Perry's excellent notes, makes this record more readily available for historical
study.
Francis C. Kajencki
El Paso, Texas

The McNeills' SR Ranch: 100 Years in Blanco Canyon. By J. C. McNeill, III. (College
Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1989. xiii + 205 pp. Illustrations, index.
$18.95.)
As the title suggests, "Cap" McNeill's book tells the story of a Texas ranching family that settled east of present-day Lubbock at the end of the openrange era. Since theI1, four generations of McNeills have raised cattle beneath
the Cap Rock escarpment, undeterred by recurrent droughts and erratic livestock prices. Drawing on family business papers and his own recollections,
McNeill has written a lively account of operations on a medium-sized cow
outfit from its founding to the present.
Originally a Gulf Coast sugar planter, Captain James c. McNeill, Sr., the
author's grandfather, turned to ranching after the Civil War when emancipation
caused severe labor shortages. Since cattle abounded in Texas during Reconstruction, the captain hoped to profit from a strong demand for beef in northern
industrial cities. To care for his growing herd, McNeill sought pasture far to
the west of his Brazoria County home in country only recently cleared of
opposing Indians. In 1882, he purchased the undivided half interest in twentyfive sections of railroad grant lands in Crosby County, which became the
nucleus of the SR Ranch.
Once established, McNeill endured where others failed by stocking the
range beyond its capacity and holding ranch expenses to a bare minimum.
Subsequently, the captain's children and grandchildren found it necessary to
modify his hard-nosed policies and devise new strategies to cope with changing
circumstances. In an insightful chapter, McNeill recalls how family members
weathered the devastating drought and Depression of the 1930s. When times
got tough, the McNeills cheerfully abandoned the Texas "cowboy" stereotype.
Some found outside employment in the wholesale grocery and trucking business; others began new enterprises on the ranch, such as certified seed or hog
production. Aided by government programs, the clan managed to hang on
until World War II brought better conditions.
Gracefully written; McNeill's narrative is supplemented with photographs
from his personal collection. Curiously, there are few illustrations to document
the changes in SR cattle from longhorns to Herefords to exotic breeds during
the last 100 years. For readers unfamiliar with the Cap Rock country, a map
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would have been helpful. Despite these small complaints, McNeill's book is a
welcome addition to recent studies concerned with Texas ranch history.
John O. Baxter
Santa Fe, New Mexico

The Diario of Christopher Columbus's First Voyage to America 1492-1493. By Oliver
Dunn and James E. Kelley, Jr. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1989:
xi + 491 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $57.50.)
With the approach of the 1992 Columbian Quincentennial, much scholarly
attention is focused on the first landfall in 1492. The basic source for Columbus'
first voyage is the copy of the admiral's journal made by Fray Bartolome de
las Casas in the 1530s. Over the years, a number of varied transcriptions of
the Diario, as well as several English translations, have been published. Scholars of the first voyage have long noted discrepancies between the extant transcripts and the Las Casas manuscript. This volume was prepared to address
these differences by providing an accurate transcription and a new translation.
The authors' semipaleographic transcription comes as close as possible to
replicating the manuscript in a printed edition. Editorial intervention is largely
limited to noting illegible elements, unclear expansions, and postulated reconstructions. The Spanish transcription appears with the English translation
en face. To the extent possible, 'the translation follows the Spanish very literally.
Although this method results in an often stilted translation, it invites and
facilitates comparison between original and translation. The text is thoroughly
annotated with footnotes that describe aspects of the Diario not apparent in
the transcription; examine important differences between this and Manuel
Alvar's 1976 edition of the transcript (inexplicably ignoring Consuelo Varela's
1982 work); and discuss translation difficulties and errors in earlier versions,
particularly those of Samuel E. Morison and Cecil Jane (as revised by L. A.
Vigneras).
One of the strengths of this work is the meticulous care taken to correct
previous mistakes. Tracing the route of Columbus' voyage through the West
Indies is challenging enough with the correct information, but the authors
have emended scores of significant mistranslations and misinterpretations. In
addition, errors that can be attributed only to Las Casas are corrected. Because
this is a new translation, it naturally differs markedly from earlier works. In
most cases, changes reflect the authors' more literal approach. In a few instances, however, curious minor changes are silently introduced. Surely, Columbus heard "the chirping of-crickets," as Morison had it, rather than "the
singing of the grasshoppers" (121).
The authors have included a keyword-out-of-context concordance and
word-frequency list. Words from the same lemma are generally grouped closely
together, and any word from the text can be readily located. This .valuable
research tool will be of particular use to lexicographers and linguists.
To appreciate the solid contribution to Columbian studies this book makes,
it must be noted that it is not intended to supplant earlier works; rather it is
meant as a complement and, when necessary, a corrective. This version of the
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Diario should inspire future research based on an authoritative text. Dunn and
Kelley's book will be of interest to a wide range of scholars, from anthropologists to zoologists, and of invaluable use to Col~mbian and maritime historians.
'
Rick Hendricks
University of New Mexico

Preserving Different Pasts: The American National Monuments. By Hal Rothman.
(Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1989. xvii + 255 pp. Illustrations, map,
tables, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $29.95.)
In Preserving Different Pasts, Hal Rothman asserts that the Antiquities Act
of 1906 is America's most important piece of preservation legislation. In telling
the story, he traces national monuments from their origins as archaeological
sites in the Southwest to recent presidential proclamations affecting vast natural areas in Alaska.
The distinguishing feature of the Antiquities Act was the provision that a
president could protect land for its prehistoric, historic, scientific, or natural
features. The legislation was so loosely worded, however, that a succession of
presidents used it to establish such diverse national monuments as Grand
Canyon, Petrified Forest, Montezuma Castle, Big Hole Battlefield, George
Washington Birthplace, and Death Valley.
The act contained serious weaknesses, especially lack of funding and management guidelines. Rothman also contends that the national monuments suffered because of their diversity, and he criticizes Stephen Mather, the Park
Service's first director, for supporting large scenic parks at the expense of the
monuments. Not until the 1930s-with reorganization of the federal bureaucracy, funding through relief measures to combat the depression, and initiatives
under Secretary of the Interior Harold Ickes-did the monuments begin to
gain widespread recognition and support. Only when Congress provided funding
for recreational development after the Second World War did monuments gain
equality within the national park system.
Rothman pays particular attention to early efforts to establish and manage
national monuments. Through discussion of key individuals, such as Richard
Wetherill and Frank Pinkley, he explains the discovery of Indian ruins in the
Southwest and their eventual protection from vandals. He notes the clash
between individualistic values of the nineteenth century and an emerging
concern for protection of public lands in the twentieth century.
Rothman judiciously treats controversial issues and deftly handles administrative history. Although his bibliographic essay scratches only the surface
of pertinent secondary literature, his notes (particularly references to National
Archives records) are valuable. A well-written addition to the history of preservation efforts in the United States, Preserving Different' Pasts should please
scholars and park visitors alike.
Douglas H. Strong
San Diego State University
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The Butte Irish: Class and Ethnicity in an American Mining Town, 1875-1925. By
David M. Emmons. (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1989. xiii + 443 pp.
Illustration, notes, bibliography, index. $25.95.)
Historians in recent years have explored broad new themes in western
industrial history and, in the process, have begun to reveal in more depth and
detail the complex tapestry of the region's population. David M. Emmons'
study of the Irish community in Butte, Montana, is a significanrcontribution
to both ethnic and industrial history.
Through most of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, Butte
was an industrial city rather than a typical Rocky Mountain mining camp. That
character owed much to the presence of a settled population dominated by
one ethnic group, the Irish. The promise of high-paying, steady work in mines
owned and managed by fellow Irishmen lured thousands of Irish emigrants
from the mining camps of the West, and Ireland, to settle in Butte and form
the core of the city's Irish community. The Irish who came to Butte before
about 1905 brought with them traditions of communalism and painful shared
memories of economic failure, social dislocation, and political oppression, which
made many of them determined to build a strong and stable community. The
Irish immigrant's goal was to make a fair living, including "a home, neighbors
of like mind and heart, good health ... and, most particularly, the steady job
necessary to each of the above."
That broadly shared goal made Butte's settled Irish a conservative lot. That
conservatism was apparent in the major Irish organizations, the Ancient Order
of Hibernians, the Robert Emmet Literary Association, and the Butte Miners'
Union, which represented and protected Irish interests. Through them, the
settled Irish enjoyed congenial company, stayed active in the struggle for Irish
freedom, provided themselves basic social services, and controlled access to
jobs. Because the settled Irish controlled their jobs and their community, they
were not drawn to working-class radicalism, making Butte an island of industrial peace for more than three decades. The most important social divisions
were not of class, but those between the settled Irish community and the
itinerant miners who drifted in and out of town, and between the Irish and
everyone else.
.
Butte's conservative and peaceful character survived only so long as the
Irii'!h remained numerically dominant, shared the basic goals of making a fair
living an9. winning freedom for Ireland, and, through their organizations,
controlled the city's economic, political, and cultural life. Irish cohesion and
domination weakened after 1906 as control of the copper industry passed to
outsiders, the Rockefeller interests. The decision to mechanize the mines devalued the settled miners' skills and led to the importation of large numbers
of unskilled workers, including non-Irish immigrants. That, added to the political upheavals of World War I, when Irish loyalty became suspect, and postwar economic decline, eroded and finally broke the settled Irish community's
unity and power. By about 1920 working class radicalism was more relevant
to the aspirations of many Butte workers than were the ethnic identity and
goals of the old and, by then, dissolving Irish community.
In piecing together this story, Emmons read widely into the history of the
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Irish and other ethnic groups in industrializing America and mined a rich vein
of sources including census documents, organization records', manuscript collections, and government documents. He makes excellent use of demographic
data to tell his story, without letting the data become the story. The Butte Irish
is an important book and should find a large audience among mining, labor,
and social historians.
James Whiteside
University of Colorado at Boulder

The People's Health: Medicine and Anthropology in a Navajo Community. By John
. Adair, Kurt W. Deuschle, and Clifford R. Barnett. (Albuquerque: University of
New Mexico Press, 1989. xxvii + 286 pp. Illustrations, tables, appendixes,
notes, bibliography, index. $27.50 cloth, $14.95 paper.)
When scientist and humanist Rene Dubos wrote of creating "a hospital
without walls," he was hopeful that physicians would become aware of a wide
range of community problems that would allow them to broaden the scope of
medical care. The People's Health is an account of a field experiment carried out
on the Navajo reservation between 1955 and 1961 to test such a possibility.
Cornell University and the U.s. Public Health Service, together with the Navajo
tribe, established a health-care program in a rural, isolated area that tested
concepts applicable to people worldwide in similar socioeconomic circumstances. The key to success, and the focus of this book, was the degree of
collaboration and cooperation between social scientists and members of the
health sciences and profession. At the Many Farms-Rough Rock project site,
the outcome was mixed although the prognosis for success was hopeful.
The People's Health was originally published in 1970 and has since gone
out of print. In this edition, Stanford University anthropologist Clifford R.
Barnett joins earlier authors John Adair, professor of anthropology at San
Francisco State, and Kurt W. Deuschle, of the Mount Sinai School of Medicine
in New York. The result is nine chapters from the earlier edition plus three
new chapters and additional bibliographical material. This edition includes an
important comparative discussion of the indigenous curing system and modern
medicine. Although limited to a specialized audience, this study contributes
insights gained from the Many Farms-Rough Rock experiment and how they
can be applied to the field of community and family-oriented medicine, which
has continued to expand since 1970.
Considered a success among the Navajo, the project nevertheless posed
several problems for the innovators, including that twentieth-century nemesis,
bureaucracy; federal and university regulations and requirements frequently
hampered the application of simple procedures. The greatest success was the
use of Navajos as health workers who were able to bridge the two cultures
both as interpreters and as former patients. Overall, the experiment reinforced
the importance of understanding not only the culture of the recipients but also
the beliefs, values, and structuring of the society of the caregivers. For these
reasons, The People's Health should be a valuable source for those institutions
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training nurses, doctors, and administrators extending modern medicine to
people of other cultures.
Sandra K. Schackel
Boise State University

Phoenix: The History of a Southwrstern Metropolis. By Bradford Luckingham. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1989. xi + 316 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables,
notes, index. $29.95.)
Bradford Luckingham, who has previously written essays about Arizona's
capital in his The Urban Southwest (1982) and in Richard Bernard and Bradley
Rice's Sunbelt Cities (1983), has now produced a full-blown history of Phoenix
and the Valley of the Sun. This attractive, well-written narrative should be
welcomed by residents and urban historians alike.
Conventionally organized, and generally more descriptive than analytical,
this urban biography traces the growth of the city from its origins in the late
1860s to today's sprawling metropolis. More than half the text is devoted to
the years since 1941, a focus that at first seems overly skewed toward the
contemporary. Luckingham demonstrates, however, that the World War II
decade really was a transitional, "take-off" period, and that the past forty or
so years deserve extended treatment. Population figures tell the story. In 1940
Phoenix claimed 65,000 residents; twenty years later the figure stood at 440,000.
The rate of growth during the 1950s-311 percent, highest of the nation's major
cities-marks a true watershed in the history of Phoenix.
Several themes recur throughout the book. The author emphasizes the
importance of transportation developments to the city's growth, while also
noting the persistent inadequacy of public transportation in a community whose
residents long ago "privatized the commuting experience" (51). There are also
cogent discussions of "taming" the environment by means of water reclamation
projects and the early, widespread adoption of air conditioning. The relationship of the Phoenix area and the federal government, especially during and
after World vyar II, and the physical expansion of the city via annexation, are
covered in some .detail. And Luckingham forthrightly addresses the problems
faced by minority groups in a city that "from its founding was run by Anglos
for Anglos" (8). This reviewer was particularly impressed with the. author's
chapter on "The Boom Years" (1941-1960) and his discussion of Phoenix city
government, especially the rise, impact, and demise of the reformist but elitist
Charter Government Committee.
A few quibbles. First, much of the introductory chapter is repeated, sometimes virtually verbatim, later in the volume. This creates an annoying sense
of literary deja vu. Second, the author's claim that "Arizona is one of the most
urban states in the nation" (1) because its population is concentrated in Phoenix
and Tucson seems specious. (By this reasoning Alaska, with over half its population in the three largest cities, is also an "urban state.") It would be more
accurate to say that the population of Arizona is among the most urbanized in
the nation. Finally, although the volume appears thoroughly researched and
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well documented, the footnote numbers are often so widely separated in the
text that it is impossible to pinpoint the source for a particular fact or quotation.
These caveats aside, Luckingham has done a workmanlike job telling the
story of a fascinating city. Phoenicians, Arizonans, and those interested in the
urban history of the Southwest will find this book enjoyable and informative.
Robert G. Barrows
Indiana University-Purdue University at Indianapolis

Victorian Bonanza: Victorian Architecture of the Rocky Mountain West. By Scott S.
Warren and Beth Lamberson Warren. (Flagstaff, Arizona: Northland Publishing, 1989. ix + 142 pp. Illustrations, note,s, bibliography, index. $19.95 paper.)
The Victorian period in America produced an astounding variety of architectural styles, using a developing Industrial Age technology to explore the
infinite possibilities of form, texture, ornamentation, and materials. Opening
to settlement while Victorian architecture rose to the forefront, the Rocky
Mountain West provided a spectacular setting for the construction of buildings-even whole towns-in the romantic, eclectic, flamboyant styles of the
times. Such styles made particularly appropriate expressions of mining boom
optimism and adventuresome spirit. Victorian Bonanza celebrates what the authors call "some of the finest examples of one of civilization's greatest artistic
pursuits-architectural design-in the most improbable of settings-the Rocky
Mountains."
New Mexico and Arizona were included in this study, along with the
Rocky Mountain states of Idaho, Utah, Wyoming, and Colorado, because their
development was directly related to the region as a whole. Following an overview of the Victorian period and the settlement of the Rockies, the book details
the characteristics of Victorian styles found within the region. Significant Victorian architectural stock surviving in each state is then examined with the
potential tourist in mind: brief histories are given for each featured community
along with information on historic districts and available walking tours. Readers will appreciate the glossary of architectural terms but may wish that a map
had been included.
Scott Warren's color photographs effectively capture the spirit of Victorian
architecture in the West-sometimes whimsical, sometimes majestic-whether
the buildings are juxtaposed against towering mountains, azure skies, or (as
in one poignant Denver example) glass-and~cement skyscrapers. Because many
of the photographic subjects sport distinctly 1980s-style "Painted Ladies" color
schemes, however, the illustrations should not be regarded as truly authentic
representations of Victorian appearance.
Victorian Bonanza will undoubtedly generate new appreciation for (and
perhaps an increased desire to preserve) the architectural gems in that "most
improbable of settings-the Rocky Mountains."
Susan Berry
Silver City Museum
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Ceremonies of the Pawnee. By James R. Murie. Edited by Douglas R. Parks.
(Lincoln: University of' Nebraska Press/American Indian Studies Research Institute, Indiana University, 1989. xiv + 497 pp. Illustrations, charts, appendix,
notes, bibliography, index. $46.00 cloth, $19.95 paper.)
Pawnee ceremonialism embodied elaborate ritual based on celestial forces.
As a result, the Pawnee ceremonial cycle not only differed in scope from that
of nearly every other Great Plains tribe, but it was also more complex than
those of their neighboring tribes. The Nebraska Pawnee's emphasis on detailed
ritual has provided abundant opportunities for focused, singular studies on
visible (and therefore) extraordinary practices such as the Morning Star Ceremony that involved human sacrifice. James Murie reversed that tendency to
concentrate on the exceptional by organizing the yearly Pawnee ceremonial
cycle into this single study.
Murie, son of a Skiri Pawnee mother and a Scot father, lived in Pawnee,
Oklahoma, most of his life. Educated at Hampton Institute, Murie returned
to Oklahoma, finding employment at the Pawnee Agency. Eventually he worked
for several ethnologists including George Bird Grinnell, Alice Fletcher, George
Dorsey, and Clark Wissler. From 1912 until 1921, Murie was a part-time field
researcher for the Bureau of American Ethnology.
The history of Murie's manuscript is just as enlightening as the author's
study of Pawnee rites. Under Wissler's editorial guidance, Murie's manuscript
was prepared in 1921 for publication by the Bureau of American Ethnology,
but Murie's sudden death and serious linguistic problems blocked publication.
The manuscript was not published until 1981 when Douglas R. Parks prepared
Murie's invaluable observations of Pawnee ceremonial life for publication as
Smithsonian Contributions to Anthropology, No. 27.
Ceremonies of the Pawnee is divided into two sections: Part I: The Skiri, and
Part II: The Southern Bands. The first section is more complete than the second
because it encompasses the yearly Skiri ceremonial cycle beginning with the
spring rites and ending with the fall and winter rites. Murie also includes
special bundle ceremonies not part of the yearly Skiri ceremonial cycle. In Part
II, Murie richly describes three southern band ceremonies that he witnessed
in the twentieth century (several Skiri participated in the Bear Dance of the
Pitahawirata). The narrative's heavy emphasis on Skiri rites reflects Murie's
interest in the Skiri of which he was a band member.
For decades, Pawnee scholars, notably Gene Weltfish and Alexander Lesser,
cited Murie's unpublished manuscript. Now, with two recent printings, Murie's never-to-be-duplicated observations of (primarily Skiri) Pawnee ceremonial life are readily available. That access is important because each time
Murie's work is consulted, another vital dimension of Pawnee life is revealed.
Richmond L. Clow
University of Montana

Letters from the Southwest, September 20, 1884, to March 14, 1885. By Charles
Lummis. Edited by James W. Byrkit. (Tucson: University of Arizona Pres's,
1989. xlix + 309 pp. Illustrations, map, bibliography, index. $29.95.)
During his audacious excursion on foot from Ohio to California, Charles
Fletcher Lummis discovered the desert Southwest. The region's stark physical
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beauty and its indigenous Indian and Hispanic cultures completely captivated
him. For the rest of his life, he devoted himself to the task of explaining the
region to his fellow Americans and to the unceasing promotion of its many
virtues. As author and editor, he engaged in the zealous advocacy of all things
southwestern, laying, in James Byrkit's words, "the cornerstone for a monumental edifice of Southwest romantic imagery" (p. xvii). Yet, despite his crucial
role in the development of the modern Southwest, Lummis has received little
scholarly attention until recently.
James Byrkit, by going back to Lummis' first acquaintance with the Southwest, has contributed significantly to our understanding of this complex personality. In his fine edition of Lummis' letters to the Chillicothe (Ohio) Leader
during the "tramp:' Byrkit reveals the "open, natural and intimate" (p. xxvi)
aspects of Lummis' character that his carefully crafted memoir, A Tramp Across
the Continent (1892), in large measure concealed. These letters, when contrasted
with the account given in A Tramp, also highlight Lummis' willingness to
indulge in embellishments or even "prevarication" (p. xvii) to dramatize or
romanticize his stories or to heighten the odds against which he struggled,
almost invariably with success. The letters to the Leader, however, also demonstrate his acute powers of observation and reportage, his very quick wit,
and his remarkable adaptability. Through the letters, one can follow Lummis'
transformation from wary New Englander into "passionate Southwesterner"
(p. xxvi) as his reactions progress from suspicion to bemused tolerance to
unrestrained (and uncritical) enthusiasm. At the same time, the reader has the
pleasure of following a vivid and insightful first-hand description of the Far
Southwest as seen by a perceptive outsider.
Students of both the "crusader in corduroy" and the history of the Southwest in the late nineteenth century thus will find these letters a valuable source
of information. They will also discover that the editor and the publisher, through
their labors, have greatly enhanced the value of the finished volume. Professor
Byrkit has prepared a shrewd and intelligent commentary on the letters and
on the larger patterns of Lilmmis' life, enlisting Lummis in the ranks of the
New England patrician reformers known as "Mugwumps." Here Byrkit may
rely more upon Richard Hofstadter's speculations about "status anxieties" than
the evidence for those speculations would warrant. Nonetheless, he has written a thoughtful and provocative appraisal of Lummis. The University of Arizona Press, for its part, has produced an attractive, readable book illustrated
by some of Lummis' photographs and a useful endpaper map. A larger selection
of photographs and more editorial annotations would have been welcome
additions, but their absence detracts only slightly from the final product. Professor Byrkit and the University of Arizona Press deserve our congratulations
as well as our thanks for restoring these intriguing documents to public view.
Peter J. Blodgett
Huntington Library
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Adventures in Conseroation with Franklin D. Roosevelt. By Irving Brant. (Flagstaff,
Arizona: Northland Publishing, 1988. x + 348 pp. Illustrations, maps, table,
notes, index. $24.95.)
Adventures in Conservation with Franklin D. Roosevelt is an excellent primary
source document that offers a clear day-to-day picture of the evolution of
conservation policy during the New Deal. Irving Brant, an Iowa newspaperman, was an influential spokesman for the idea of conservation, and his reminisces show the political process in action as well as the influence of private
citizens upon it. Brant is not shy about claiming credit for success, and he
repeatedly displays a partisan perspective. Yet his first-hand account shows
in vivid detail the major conservation battles of the 1930s and 1940s from
Olympic National Park to Jackson Hole.
This book offers an interesting counterpoint to the recently published
memoir of Horace Albright, the director of the Park Service from 1928 to 1933.
Unlike Albright, Brant was outside of the government, an.d as a result, he was
often unaware of the political issues that separated federal agencies. Albright
was a master politician and intimidator, while Brant functioned as a crusader,
riding into situations with the belief that he was right and his opponents
wrong. He took sides, lobbied long and loud, and asserts that he wielded great
influence during the New Deal. Like most oral histories or reminisces, Brant's
is a little awkward; confined by the limits of his personal experience, he often.
gives the impression that events occurred in a vacuum propelled forward by
his enthusiasm. In reality, some of the instances he recounts have been documented by historians or recounted by other participants; many are far more
complicated than Brant remembers.
These problems do not decrease Brant's credibility or undermine his veracity. His perspective reflects the values of conservation advocates during the
1930s and 1940s, which in itself goes a long way toward explaining the intensity
and animosity generated not only in inter- and intradepartmental controversy,
but also that between advocates of management and opponents of the concept
of a regulated society. Brant gives his side of a complicated story. If it is a bit
self-serving, it is no more so than other similar accounts. Historians of the
conservation battles of the New Deal now have another important primary
source to consult as they explore the history of natural resource policy in the
U.S.
Hal Rothman
Wichita State University

Utah's Historic Architecture, 1847~1940: A Guide. By Thomas Carter and Peter
Goss. (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1988. vii + 192 pp. Illustrations,
bibliography. $36.00 paper.)
This guide, based on research conducted for the Utah Historical Society,
will prove useful to the general reader and to the specialist. To the former it
offers an excellent introduction to common historic floor plans and architectural
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styles, whereas to the latter it provides a system for categorizing residential,
commercial, and public buildings constructed between the mid-nineteenth and
mid-twentieth centuries.
Much of the guide focuses on single-family houses. In classifying such
structures, authors Thomas Carter and Peter Goss recommend a two-pronged
approach that identifies each house according to its basic form or floor plan
and its secondary stylistic features. For example, houses built before 1900 might
have a single-cell, double-cell, hall-parlor, central-passage, side-passage, templeform, or cross-wing floor plan whereas such features as the shape of the roof
and the use of decorative trim might denote one or more of sixteen different
styles. Although sometimes builders drew inspiration from a variety of models
and owners made changes when new styles came into vogue, the combination
of form and features was not simply a matter of mix and match. The templeform floor plan almost always occurred in combination with the Greek Revival
style whereas the asymmetrical massing of the Queen Anne style typically
depended on a side-passage floor plan.
As the illustrations, captions, text, and glossary familiarize readers with
the vocabulary of architectural forms and styles, they also convey a significant
theme. Style has never been a matter reserved for expensive, architect-designed
houses. Although such houses might constitute the purest, most fully elaborated examples of a particular style, elements of that style will appear in far
more moderately priced houses and even extremely modest ones. Indeed, the
catholicity of Carter and Goss' treatment is remarkable. One house, cited as
an example of the International style, is known among Logan residents as "the
Frank Lloyd Wrong house." The other examples included seem better suited
to their sites.
Nevertheless, as some older houses are being bulldozed to make way for
parking lots and apartments and more and more aluminum siding covers up
the distinguishing features of others, this book reminds us of the richness of
the architectural heritage we are in danger of losing. A copy of Utah's Historic
Architecture accompanied me to a meeting of the local planning commission
that concerned my 1920s neighborhood of bungalows and period cottages.
Surely I am not the first resident of Utah to make such use of the guide. I
hope I shall not be the last.
Carol A. O'Connor
Utah State University

Powhatan's Mantle: Indians in the Colonial Southeast. Edited by Peter H.Wood,
Gregory A. Waselkov, and M. Thomas Hatley. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press, 1989. xviii + 355 pp. Illustrations, maps, charts, tables, notes, index.
$50.00.)
The time is past when scholars of Indian history in the colonial Southeast,
or anywhere else, could simply mine the English documents. To achieve fuller
understanding of their subject, they must incorporate demography, archaeology, anthropology, and cartography, and apply their ethnohistorical retrain-
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ing to Spanish, French, .Indian, and English records. Powhatan's Mantle draws
together skilled practitioners in each of these areas.
In part one Helen Hornbeck Tanner provides a brief survey of the land
and water communications systems of the southeastern Indians; Marvin T.
Smith and Peter H. Wood examine population movements and changes, and
·Daniel H. Usner, Jr., discusses "urban Indians" in colonial New Orleans.
Part two offers additional perspectives on Indian-European interactions.
Amy Turner Bushnell looks at seventeenth-century Florida; Stephen R. Potter
and Martha W. McCartney discuss Virginia. James H. Merrell draws from his
recent book and articles to examine intercultural exchange in the Carolina
piedmont. M. Thomas Hatley discusses economic ecology and adjustment in
eighteenth-century Cherokee towns.
.
.
Part three, "Symbols and Society/' reveals how different meanings can be
gleaned from historical artifacts. Patricia Galloway analyzes differing French
and Choctaw understandings of diplomatic greeting terms; Vernon James Kinietz reexamines the symbolism of Mississippian platform mounds as evidence
of an unbroken southeastern ritual tradition, and Gregory A. Waselkov decodes
half a dozen surviving Indian maps from the Southeast.
Compilations of essays invariably give a book an uneven character, and
Powhatan's Mantle is more uneven than most. .The dozen essays lack a clear
unifying theme. Some are too short, some are too long; some survey the entire
Southeast, some focus on a single locality; some take a broad view of Indian
culture and European contact, others concentrate on a specific individual or a
particular phenomenon; some are gracefully written, others are rather dry.
This book is not for those who like comprehensive surveys and balanced
syntheses.
.
On the other hand, the book's value lies in its diversity. Readers who
want to keep abreast of recent research and innovative methodology and who
want to know where Indian history "is going" will find plenty to admire in
Powhatan's Mantle. It is unfortunate that its hefty price tag will keep it out of
the hands of a wider audience.
Colin G. Calloway
University of Wyoming

The San Antonio Missions and Their System of Land Tenure. By Felix D. Almaraz,
Jr. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1989. xv + 100 pp. Illustrations, maps,
tables, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $12.95.)
In recent years Felix D. Almaraz, Jr., professor of history at the University
of Texas at San Antonio, has emerged as one of Texas' leading Spanish Borderlands scholars. Emphasizing especially San Antonio and Bexar County, he
has published several excellent studies. In his The San Antonio Missions and
Their System of Land Tenure, Almaraz enhances that reputation by producing a
fine book that focuses on a number of important aspects of missions history,
from the founding of the San Antonio missions to their secularization, which
had in the past remained somewhat sketchy. His presentation and analysis of
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the land tenure system of the missions of San Antonio point the way for future
research by historians on the remainder of Texas' missions.
In this brief but important study, Professor Almaraz synthesizes the main
points of the Spanish church's role-operating in conjunction with the royal
government under the terms of the patronato real-in the attainment, development, and dispersal of the Franciscan missions lands at San Antonio. Almaraz divides his book into four carefully structured chapters respectively,
entitled "The Mission's Unique Role in a Spanish Frontier Society"; "Land
Tenure and Exchange"; "The Missions and Their Lands"; and "Twilight of the
Mission Lands." A list of nine appendixes, containing registries of land grants,
irrigation rights, fees assessments and payments, property appraisals, summaries of purchases and accounts of conveyed structures of Missions San Jose
y San Miguel de Aguayo, San Juan Capistrano, and San Francisco de la Espada,
augment the contributions of the publication.
With the addition of a very thorough glossary and an up-to-date bibliography listing research at the Biblioteca Nacional, Mexico City, Mexico; the Old
Spanish Missions Research Library, Our Lady of the Lake University, San
Antonio; and the important archival repositories of San Antonio and Bexar
County; as well as a selected list of published secondary sources, this book is
complete.
Professor Almaraz has squeezed into this short work considerable historical information that will be of great interest to historians of the Roman Catholic
Church as well as to secular scholars dealing with Texas and the American
Southwest. It is a welcome addition to the historiography of the Catholic
Church in Texas.
Patrick Foley
Journal of Texas Catholic History and Culture

Historical Atlas of the American West. By Warren A. Beck and Ynez D. Haase.
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1989. xlii + 200 pp. Maps, tables,
appendix, bibliography, index. $29.95.)
The University of Oklahoma Press initiated an important series of state
historical atlases with the publication of the Historical Atlas of Oklahoma in 1965.
Since that time this press has published historical atlases for eight other western
states as well as two major regional works (Navajo Atlas [1986] and Atlas of Great
Lakes Indian History [1987]).
The format of these atlases has been generally uniform, i.e. 9" x 12" in
size, with a full-page map paired against a facing page of interpretative text.
The cartographic styles employed have emphasized clarity and simplicity. Although these styles may not be fully pleasing to academic geographers, they
do effectively communicate information to a broad popular audience.
Historical Atlas of the American West, authored by WarrenA. Beck, a professor
of history at California State University, Fullerton, and Ynez D. Haase, a professional cartographer from Fillmore, California, represents their third contribution to this series. They have previously collaborated on Historical Atlas of
New Mexico (1969) and Historical Atlas of California (1974).
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Here the authors undertake a much greater task in addressing the comprehensive history of the American West from prehistory to the World War II
period. They have chosen to define the West as the seventeen western states
lying between 100° of west longitude and the Pacific Ocean.
Beck and Haase acknowledge in their preface that many perplexing problems faced them in preparing a single volume treatment of maps and text
illustrating the history of the West. What to include (and therefore what to
exclude) proved to be a painful process for the authors since they could readily
anticipate that many historians might not agree with their choices.
This book includes a total of seventy-eight maps: sixty-two full page maps
and sixteen maps that show a sequence of data at four maps per page. Nineteen
of the maps portray the flora and fauna, climate, topography, geology, land
status, and agricultural features of the western United States. These "base
data" maps enable a ready correlation of that information with historical subject
matter of the remaining fifty-nine maps. Exploration, settlement, transportation, military activity, and evolving political geography are some of the major
themes addressed. Five maps illustrating the impact of World War II on the
West conclude this work.
Reviewing the results of an undertaking of this scope tempts one to second
guess what has been included as primary subject matter as well as to quarrel
with the necessarily limited bibliographical references for each subject. It is
further tempting to "nit pick" about errors bound to find their way into a work
of this encompassing nature. It is more constructive, however, to note that a
historian and a cartographer, working together, have produced this significant
single volume study of the American West in clear, graphic terms.
Don Bufkin
Tucson, Arizona

Beyond the Frontier: Writers, Western Regionalism and a Sense of Place. By Harold
P. Simonson. (Fort Worth: Texas Christian University Press, 1989. x + 192 pp.
Notes, index. $15.95 cloth.)
In this, the hundredth anniversary of the official end of the frontier, it
seems only fitting that scholars re-examine the concept of the frontier and its
impact upon American institutions. Much new historical scholarship is highly
critical of Frederick Jackson Turner's frontier thesis, and literary scholarship
positing the importance of the frontier should be equally critical. Unfortunately, Harold Simonson's new book begins with outmoded assumptions. A
professor of English, Simonson in Beyond the Frontier: Writers, Western Regionalism and a Sense of Place chooses as his main paradigm the closing of the frontier
and the beginning of American tragedy. The New West historians would argue
that the environmental and social exploitation that characterized the nineteenth
century has not ended; cycles of conquest continue. Simonson ignores this
continuing theme.
A fine writer who suggests Turner's frontier thesis should be read as
literature as well as history, Simonson can be articulate and insightful in outlining false illusions about the West. Unfortunately, his book fails to live up
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to the promise of its title. He never accurately defines the West, and he omits
large numbers of established writers who have made and continue to make
significant contributions to western literature. In a book about western regionalism and a sense of place, he completely ignores works by women and
minority authors with the exception of James Welch, who is part Blackfeet and
part Gros Ventre.
Instead, Simonson uses esoteric phrases and convoluted literary theories
to discuss the works of Mark Twain, Nathanael West, and other authors while
neglecting major contributions by N. Scott Momaday, Willa Cather, Rudolfo
Anaya, Oliver La Farge, Mari Sandoz, A. B. Guthrie, Leslie Silko, Larry McMurtry,
Hal Borland, and Walter Van Tilburg Clark. He only casually mentions Pulitzer
Prize-winner Wallace Stegner, and he writes about Twain's Huckleberry Finn
instead of Roughing It.
Simonson's best chapter focuses on tragedy and cultural contradiction in
the works of O. E. R6lvaag. He also praises the carefully tuned sense of place
in the works of Montana authors Ivan Doig, James Welch, and Norman Maclean,
but despite occasional brilliant passages, the book lacks coherence. Simonson
writes eloquently of O. E. R6lvaag's prairies, John Muir's Sierra, and Nathanael
West's Hollywood, but he has deleted the literature of the Southwest, the
Great Basin, and the central Rockies. Beyond the Frontier is a work of selective
literary criticism; it is not a synthesis of writers and western regionalism, and
it is far too ambiguous and ethereal to define satisfactorily a sense of place.
Andrew Gulliford
Middle Tennessee State University, Murfreesboro

Rich Grass and Sweet Water: Ranch Life with the Koch Matador Cattle Company. By
John Lincoln. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press, 1989. xv + 148
pp. Illustrations, maps, index. $19.95.)
During the early 1950s, Fred Koch, founder of Koch Industries, Inc., of
Wichita, Kansas, began acquiring large ranches in several western states. A
native of Quanah, Texas, Koch had graduated from Massachusetts Institute of
Technology and amassed a fortune from the oil refinery business and other
enterprises. His ranching empire in time included properties in Kansas, Montana, Texas, Wyoming, and an extensive lease in Nevada. The Matador Cattle
Company, in West Texas, became the headquarters unit. In Rich Grass and Sweet
Water, John Lincoln, who retired as president of the Matador in 1983, relates
his experiences with the various Koch ranches. His genial recollections provide
an "inside look" at ranch management and the challenges and changes that
characterize modern livestock production.
Lincoln introduces his slim volume by paying respects to the Koch family.
He describes Fred Koch'.s engineering accomplishments, first ranch acquisition
(near Reece, Kansas), interest in polo, and purchases of the Beaverhead, Matador, and Robertso"ranches: His son Charles later added the Yellow House
spread and operated the Garvey lease. Lincoln was associated with these five
ranches for about sixteen years and devotes a chapter to each.
The Beaverhead, Xoch's first major livestock venture and "truly a land of
°
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rich grass and sweet water" (p. 25),. sprawled over 257,000 acres (primarily
BLM and state land) near Dillon, Montana. Here the management developed
a "showcase" operation, improving pastures, grazing cattle, raising sheep, and
entertaining visiting dignitaries. In describing the Matador, Lincoln dips into
its history, comments on problems with "wild cattie," and discusses his success
in fattening yearlings on wheat pastures. At the Roberts ranch, located in desert
country west of Casper, Wyoming, which Koch owned from 1964 to 1980 and
was his largest holding (500,000 acres), Lincoln made innovations in feeding
procedures and instituted rest rotation practices. The Yellow House (southern
division of the old XIT), the smallest property, was used (1971-84) to train
supervisory personnel. The one million-acre Garvey lease (1971-76) near Winnemucca, Nevada, posed a special challenge when management sought to
minimize the role of the horse in range work. In a short epilogue, the author
pays tribute to the employees and their families who were part of his team on
the Matador.
Rich Grass and Sweet Water could easily be a primer for aspiring corporate
ranch managers. Modern terminology abounds: we hear about cattle stress,
basic care programs, protein cubes, and private treaties. Little is said about
the everyday life of the modern cowboy. Fourteen ranch scenes and six maps
enhance the volume, but there are no pictures of the Koch family. The book
is clearly written and informative and will appeal to both range management
specialists and to historians of modern ranching.
Harwood P. Hinton
University of Arizona
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Book Notes

Indians of New Mexico. Edited by Richard C. Sandoval and Ree Sheck.
(Santa Fe: New Mexico Magazine, 1990. 128 pp. Illustrations. $12.95
paper.) Reprints New Mexico Magazine essays.
Western Apache Language and Culture: Essays in Linguistic Anthropology.
By Keith H. Basso. (Tucson: University of Arizona Press, 1990. xx +
195 pp. Illustrations, charts, notes, bibliography, index. $32.50.)
The Arapaho Indians: A Research Guide and Bibliography. Compiled by Zdenek Salzmann. (New York: Greenwood Press, 1988. vii + 113 pp.
Bibliography, index. $35.00.)
Sixth Palenque Round Table, 1986. Edited by Virginia F. Fields. (Norman:
University of Oklahoma Press, 1990. xiv + 359 pp. Illustrations, maps,
charts, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $65.00.) Essays on Maya Indians.
Indian Clothing Before Cortes: Mesoamerican Costumes from the Codices. By
Patricia Rieff Anawalt. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990.
xix + 232 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $37.95 paper.)
Paperback reprint.
The Haciendas of Mexico: An Artist's Record. By Paul Alexander Bartlett.
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(Niwot: University Press of Colorado, 1990. xxxiii + 126 pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliography. $29.95.)

Mexican Celebrations. By Eliot Porter and Ellen Auerbach. (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1990. 115 pp. Illustrations, notes.
$40.00.)
The History of a Myth: Pacariqtambo and the Origin of the Inkas. By Gary
Urton. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1990. x + 172 pp. Illustrations, maps, tables, notes, bibliography, index. $19.95 cloth, $8.95 paper.)
Inca Religion and Customs. By Father Bernabe Cobo. Translated and
edited by Roland Hamilton. (Austin: University of Texas Press, 1990.
ix + 279 pp. Maps, notes, indexes. $22.50 cloth, $10.95 paper.)
Inka Settlement Planning. By John Hyslop. (Austin: University of Texas
Press, 1990. xv + 377 pp. Illustrations, maps, charts, tables, notes,
bibliography, index. $30.00.)
Inca Civilization in Cuzco. By R. Tom Zuidema. (Austin: University of
Texas Press, 1990. xi + 101 pp. Illustrations, maps, charts, tables, notes,
bibliography. $19.95 cloth, $9.95 paper.)
The Language of Spanish Dance. By Matteo (Matteo Marcellus Vittucci).
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990. xx + 298 pp. Illustrations, charts, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $65.00.)
Born of the Poor: The Latin American Church Since Medellin. Edited by
Edward L. Cleary, O.P. (Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame Press,
1990. vii + 210 pp. Notes, bibliography, index. $23.95.)
Nineteenth-Century Photographs at the University of New Mexico Art Museum. (Albuquerque: University Art Museum, 1989. xii + 191 pp. Illustrations, bibliography. $39.95 paper.)
Hurrah for My New Free Country. By Leon Charles Fouquet. Edited by
Rosalie Fouquet Davis and Mathilde Fouquet Ruggles. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990. xxiv + 212 pp. Illustrations, map,
appendixes, notes, index. $24.95.)
Excavation of the Donner-Reed Wagons: Historic Archaeology Along the Has..,
tings Cutoff. By Bruce R. Hawkins and David B. Madsen. (Salt Lake
City: University of Utah Press, 1990. xiv + 172 pp. Illustrations, maps,
charts, tables, appendixes, bibliography, index. $19.95.)
Boardin'in the Thicket: Reminiscences and Recipes of Early Big Thicket Boarding Houses. By Wanda A. Landrey. (Denton: University of North Texas
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Press, 1990. xxiv + 192 pp. Illustrations, map, bibliography, index.
$19.95.)

Texas Toys and Games. Edited by Francis Edward Abernathy. (Dallas:
Southern Methodist University Press; 1989. viii + 253 pp. Illustrations,
bibliography; index. $24.95 cloth, $14.95 paper.)
John David Borthwick: Artist of the Goldrush. By R. E. Mather and F. E.
Boswell. (Salt Lake City: University of Utah Press, 1989. xiv + 216 pp.
Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $19.95.)
Renderbrook: A Century Under the Spade Brand. By Steve Kelton. (Fort
Worth: Texas Christian University Press, 1989. x + 221 pp. Illustrations,
maps, notes, index. $15.95.)
.
A Celebration of Work. By Norman E. Best. Edited by William G. Robbins.
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1990. xviii + 223 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, $19.95.)
For God, Country, and the Thrill of It: Women Airforce Service Pilots in World
War II. By Anne Noggle. (College Station: Texas A&M University Press,
1990. xi + 160 pp. Illustrations. $29.95.)
The American Paintings Collection of the Sheldon Memorial Art Gallery. Edited by Norman A. Geske and Karen O. Janovy. (Lincoln: University
of Nebraska Press, 1989. xii + 366 pp. Illustrations. $40.00.)
This is About Vision: Interviews with Southwestern Writers. Edited by William Balassi, John F. Crawford, and Annie O. Eysturoy. (Albuquerque:
University of New Mexico Press, 1990. 204 pp. Illustrations, bibliography. $29.95 cloth, $15.95 paper.)
Religions of Mesoamerica: Cosmovision and Ceremonial Centers. By David
Carrasco. (New York: Harper & Row, 1990. xxviii + 174 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography. $7.95 paper.)
This Tree Grows Out of Hell: Mesoamerica and the Search for the Magical
Body. By Ptolemy Tomkins. (San Francisco: Harper Collins Publishers,
1990. xv + 189 pp. Illustrations, notes, bibliography, index. $18.95.)
Mother Earth Spirituality: Native American Paths to Healing Ourselves and
Our World. By Ed McGaa, Eagle Man. (San Francisco: Harper & Row,
1990. xviii + 230 pp. Illustrations, chart, appendixes, notes, bibliography. $14.95 paper.)
Sun Journey: A Story of Zuni Pueblo. By Ann Nolan Clark. (Santa Fe:
Ancient City Press, 1988. 85 pp. Illustrations. $18.95 cloth, $8.95 paper.)
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The Eagle and the Raven. By James A. Michener. (Austin: State House
Press, 1990. 214 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes. $19.95 cloth.)
Feeding the Crisis: U.S. Food Aid and Farm Policy in Central America. By
Rachel Garst and Tom Barry. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press,
1990. xi + 275 pp. Illustrations, map, charts, tables, appendix, notes,
bibliography, index. $35.00 cloth, $12.95 paper.)
Community and the Politics of Place. By Daniel Kemmis. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990. x + 150 pp. Notes, bibliography,
index. $19.95.)
From the Land of Shadows: The Making of Grey Owl. By Donald B. Smith.
(Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan: Western Producer Prairie Books, 1990. ix
I
+ 320 pp. Illustrations, maps, notes, bibliography, index. $24.95.)
Modern Brazil: Elites and Masses in Historical Perspective. Edited by Michael L. Conniff and Frank D. McCann. (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 1991. xxvi + 305 pp. Charts, tables, notes, index. $14.95
paper.)
The Ethnics of Collecting Cultural Property: Whose Culture? Whose Property?
Edited by Phyllis Mauch Messenger. (Albuquerque: University of New
Mexico Press, 1991. xxvi + 266 pp. Illustrations, appendix, notes, bibliography, index. $32.50 cloth, $15.95 paper.)
Signs From the Ancestors: Zuni Cultural Symbolism and Perceptions of Rock
Art. By M. Jane Young. (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press,
1990. xxv + 308 pp. Illustrations, charts, appendix, notes, bibliography,
index. $24.95 cloth, $13.95 paper.)
Pueblo, Hardscrabble, Greenhorn: Society on the High Plains, 1832-1856. By
Janet Lecompte. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 1990. xiii +
354 pp. Illustrations, maps, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index.
$14.95 paper.)
Cavalier in Buckskin: George Armstrong Custer and the Western Military
Frontier. By Robert M. Utley. (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1990. xvii + 226 pp. Illustrations, maps, bibliography, index. $10.95
paper.)

News Notes

During the next few months while Editor Paul Andrew Hutton is
on leave, Richard W. Etulain will be minding the store at the Review.
He will attempt to save readers from the editorial hijinks of the past
six years. Meanwhile, Professor Hutton has also become the ramrod
of the Western Historical Association, which recently moved its headquarters to the UNM History Department.
Professor Gerald D. Nash, senior American historian at UNM, has
recently been awarded several notable honors. This past year he served
as president of the Western History Association, delivering hispresidential address before that group last October in Reno. In September
1990 he also presented the annual Calvin Horn Lectures, which the
UNM Press will publish shortly as Creating the West: Historical Interpretations, 1890-1990. In addition, the university has appointed Nash as
Distinguished Professor, only the fourth such UNM professor to be so
honored. Finally, Nash serves this year as the George Bancroft Professor
at the University of Goettingen in Germany.
The Center for the American West in the UNM History Department
has begun a series of Occasional Papers. The first three have now been
published: Pat Devejian and Jacqueline J. Etulain, Women and Family in
the Twentieth-Century West: A Bibliography; Thomas Jaehn, The Environ257
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ment in the Twentieth-Century West: A Bibliography; and Jacqueline J. Etulain, Mexican Americans in the Twentieth-Century West: A Bibliography. A
fourth volume, Religion in the Twentieth-Century West: A Bibliography, will
be ready shortly. Each volume is available in paper ($7.50) or hardcover
($15.00), which includes shipping costs. Center for the American West,
UNM, Albuquerque, N.M. 87131-1181. Phone (505) 277-7688.
The Center for SouthwestResearch, an arm of UNM's Zimmerman
Library, also announces microfilm publication of two of its notable
collections. The first project, the American Indian Oral History Collection, makes available transcripts prepared from oral histories conducted between 1967 and 1972 by UNM history and anthropological
faculty members and graduate students. These microfilmed transcripts
cover a broad range of topics important to an understanding of Native
American experiences in the Southwest.
Also ready for purchase is the center's microfilm edition of the
Pioneers Foundation Oral History Collection. These interviews, gathered by Lou Blachly between 1952 and 1960, include 385 transcripts of
conversations with older residents of Grant County, New Mexico, and
adjacent areas. Microfilm editions of both of these collections are available through Southwest Micropublising, Inc., 2627 Yandell Drive, El
Paso, Texas 79903; telephone (800) 367-1273.
Several government agencies continue to print studies of use to
scholars and general students of New Mexico history. Most recently,
the Bureau of Land Management has issued Cooke's Peak-Pasaron Por
Aqui: A Focus on United States History in Southwestern New Mexico (1990),
by Donald Howard Couchman. A well-documented study, this volume,
which reprints Couchman's maSter's thesis, centers on the Fort Cummings region.
We should also like to call readers' attention to a new series concerning the Columbian Quincentenary. The Society of Historical Archaeology is projecting a series of pamphlets on the Archaeological Literature
of the Immigrant Experience in America, edited by Ronald L. Michael. The
first in the series, "The Archaeology of Spanish Colonialism in the
Southeastern United States and the Caribbean" (34 pp.), by Charles R.
Ewen, is available for $6.00 plus postage and handling from the Society
for Historical Archaeology, P.O. Box 30446, Tucson, Arizona 847510446.
The Plains Indian Museum of the Buffalo Bill Center in Cody,
Wyoming, announces a Plains Indian Seminar on October 4, 5, and 6,
1991, to study Indian art of the Canadian Plains. Those interested in
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participating in the seminar should prepare a 450-word abstract or a
completed paper and send along a resume to Lillian Turner, Buffalo
Bill Historical Center, P.O. Box 1000, Cody, Wyoming 82414. (Or, phone
(307) 587-4771.) This information is due by April 19, 1991.
The Railroad Committee of the Historical Society of New Mexico
has available three books describing New Mexico logging railroads.
The first is Logging Railroads of the Lincoln National Forest; the second,
Zuni Mountain Railroads; and the newest book, Jemez Mountain Railroads,
Santa Fe National Forest. Information about these logging books can be
obtained through the Historical Society of New Mexico, P.O. Box 36052,
Station 0, Albuquerque, N.M. 87176.
The Friends of the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic Railroad, Inc., is a
nonprofit museum support group for the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic
Railroad, which runs between Chama, New Mexico, and Antonito,
Colorado. By the end of 1990, the Friends had reached almost 500
members and its volunteer effort was supported by over 150 members
during 1990. Additional restorat(on work is contemplated during 1991.
Highlights of the summer activities include the 3rd Annual Moonlight
Train Ride on Saturday, June 22, 1991, and the Annual Meeting and
Program on, Saturday, August 10, 1991. A new event, a dinner and
program, is planned for Albuquerque on April 26, 1991. Additional
information is available through the Friends, P.O. Box 222, Chama,
N.M.87520.
Richard W. Etulain recently delivered the Thirty-Sixth Annual Research Lecture at UNM. Selected from among the 1,200 fas:ulty members at the University, he is the fourth historian to give the lecture;
France V. Scholes (1957), Edwin Lieuwen (1965), and Gerald Nash
(1970) are UNM historians previously selected to deliver the Annual
Research Lecture.
The Southwest Hispanic Research Institute recently celebrated its
10-year anniversary. Founded to encourage "scholarship on the Hispanic experience" in the Southwest, SHRI has pursued that worthwhile
mission through several publications, public exhibitions, and conferences. The institute has also raised nearly $2.5 million to sponsor future
programs and research projects. Jose Rivera and Tobias Duran direct
the institute, its Chicano Studies component, and its Center for Regional Studies.

